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* The original raider retires — Indians iare Legendary adventurer. Paring rogue. And the most butt-kicking arckeolegist the 
7% marl’ has ever seen. It's IPSS and this time yea have do prevent-a powerful Chinese artifact from falling inte eel hands 
ue © $e puta your trusty: fedora and pack your Favorite bullwhip. Vou'll need thew 2p yeu travel from the junglis ef Caylen and the 
ores SP underwater palaces of Istanbul te the deadly streets of Hong Keng Punch, whip and kick year way threwgh Wazis, altering, 
“mystical warriary and the Asian uxderwertd, and see velar have. what ff takes ta wasarth the Heart of the Prager. 
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Star Wars 
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heen putting a a litSle S€qr Wora in 
fi Bearty treenty- five reors. 


C-3P0 


by Kevin Rubio 


ss Fs 
kevin had ides | how hord if would be te get on 
interview wath Beno. 
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y Wor Factories 
by Doniel Wolloce 
Eanes and Geenesls lesk os different os two woelds 


ond de do the beorgs whe five on them, pet both 
tone ullimete purpase: wor. 
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Novel Approach ‘ ' 
by Rich Handley ° 
The righ topectry of Sher Word lore id more Then o few » 
movie con cansain e, r ; 
rs : 
=— se % “ 
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The Clone Wars: ier: 4 
Elusion Illusion Hh 
by Michael A. Stackpole 7. 
Jedi Kright Agyls Secu worgers why Morter More Windy 7 = 
chose ber for sucha cruciol alssion, Gat soc she beams ag 
she might be oll that stends between Corellia ond the ON THE COVER 
Separatiats. B closdeup look of one of tine 
mony cigitelly onmotes alana. 
Tre Plor Wig: Epittede 1] 
attack of the Closes, Tous &e in 
Who's Who: é both oid te Kamingoe Prime 
Imperial Grand Admirals winister Igma Bia and Project 


Coordingotor for ike Resublee's 
by Daniel Wallace & Abel Pena close army, 
A look inskde the minds of thirteen of the Cepire's mast 


pious mabey ieoders. 
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What You Don't See 
by Ron Magid 
George Lucet settles only for the best. even it he hos to 
get it from three different takes. 
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by Benjamin Horper 
Tht Scheme of 


JAWA TRADER 

Just @ tagte of the cuciherg Star Wore 
merchandise ped'll fine! ot 

wbone. wrironds.com. 


BEHIMD THE MAGIC 

by Rok Coleman 

TIM Animation Ger or ond port-time 
Purerber shosrs Pon | Trea Grty, 


HOLOMET MEWS 
compaled by Pablo Hidolga 
Get both perspectives on thee golony= 


wide conflict knoen os the hanes Bere 


GAHESCAPE 
by Biche! Keeoelionm 
& Boden Blockonan 
Junior we Sheghs and roleplowing 
AoW howe the ultimate Aesaurce 
ino he wien Andbovogr. The Battle 
ef Yevin sapecdion det fer the Phar 
Wars Trodeg Cond Gome introduces 
Hen, Chewie, the foltan, ond a certain 
han, Stor Kors Golozies: An 
d beta testers run onnok 


BOOKSHELF 

by Losom Fre 

Trey Deratireg’s Tot ot Ghost seers 
the gep bebecen the Clone Wees and 
the Kew Aegublic. 


COMICS LINK 
by Ooniel Wallace 
ok veteran Poul Chodeick 


SET PIECE 

by Christopher Trevas 

High obeve Comisconk's 42 
motrapolii get tee greatest ae 
of the Jedi order. 


SCOUTING THE GALAXY 


by Steve Sonawaet 
That bes meeps seeing otus, 
too. Creepy 


CRossWoORD 

by Hithoel Selinker 

iametimes the sum ls qeeater 

than the whole of Its ports. 

STAR WARS 065A 

by Robles Hidalgo 

Bobs the Jedi? Jonge the potriat? 
Weddle the... foda-thing? 


LAST PAGE 
by Tony Boseley 


He'll certainly newer do thot again, 
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Srar Wears wasn't the first space fantasy with astounding affects, but it was the first to 
make if all look as ifit could be neal. From the rusty vehicles on Tatooine to the slimy trash 
compactor an the Death Star, dhe encire galaxy 16 baded in vitiad realism, So many ot the 
seatings look like real places, and so many of the characters seem Eke real people, that you 
don't question the aliens, blasters, lightsabers, and starships when they arrive, That's because 
they're happening ina werd you already beligve in, sa when you witness something magical, 
it must also be real. Seeing is believing, after al 

Sa how can Star Maes fiction succeed in printed fon, without the benefit of these amaning 
visuals? There's no question that the fiction docs succeed, os legions of fans have prayer by 
putting their favorite novels on bestseller fists time and again. Why de they keep coming back 
toa medium that cant de any of the things that movies do best? They cant actually hear the 
energy pulse of Slove Ps lasers from a printed page. They can't really see Obi-Wan Kenobi and 
Janga Fett fighting on the rain-slicked landing plathorn on Keenan 

Atleast, that’s what peoole who don't read mast think. 

feaders already knovw thats well-written book can do all of these things and mare. Through 
the gener inherent in all qood writing, books can make an imagined place even mare realistic 
than a seen location Like the Force, reading is a talent that touches eversone but which only 
those trained in its mystenes can fully emaloy snd appreciate, Readers can de far mare than 
seo and hear the places and eeents of the Stor Mars galaocy. They can penetrate a character's 
thoughts, now his feelings, anticipate his choices, sense his pain and triumph. 

‘Came be thank of it, aden are a lor like Jedi 

In fact, as Stephen King suggests in On bWiniting, ledi-ike telepathy exists today and has 
existed for millennia. When you transfer your ideas 1a paper in the fon of weeds and some 
ane else receives Thenn ciently through reading, you've just prajected pour thoughts... well 
from a cerain point of view, that &. 

Sine youre reading these words, you abweously dart need any mare perswadiney, bua 
maybe you have a friend who hasnt cracked a book since the last time one was assigned for 
dass. tf that friend is also fan of the saga, do him or hea fawor and recommend one of your 
favorite Star Mars novels, (FP your friend is daunted by the prospect of meading a few hundred 
pages, palng aut the shart stories im cur humble pages. if thot doesn't wark, try ane of your 
mind ticks. Tou must be good a8 them by now, 

We wager that you'll successfully set your friend on the path to becoming a reader, and it 
wo't diminish the thrill af watching 4 great movie ane iota. Ingtead, iL all open up wad new 


* grretghes of the Srey lars galaxy ta these whe have only watched the moves, Ganice haney? wie 


had a taste of the power of this newfound talent, your friends will know the truth: Feacing is 
believing. 
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Proike cad odvlation ore grec’, questions we can't 


aruwer ore okay (bot of couse we wan't answer 
Men, eg the plonas gad pecans are bese eo, 
But peoulel it kill you to write we @ firth porte moe 
ond Chena? Mere nor toking free-rerie memarions bo 
Chewbacca this time. Me ve been togenher long 
enough thotwe phink we deserne something special, 
maybe samephing thar rhymes AT-AT, How abraut a 
litte ted! tera rime? Or, moybe on fnglish sonnet 
Comparing Che your aie ond Gbi-Mirad? Heck, 
wae’ swoon foro good sesting oa Wianeve on the 
Chane Wows. 

For fhe meny mioarh of Ming, wel once aeane HAT 
cur bon on poetry. Thet’s for one isswe ony, ming 
FOU, 50 get LOU of your Site fdr, Siow pon cele 
By sending your Star Wars poems tas cant of heb 
Rumblings” anone of the dcdresses below, Wel paint 
fhe Seat anes for all to memarire, 


Gonz, a Stor bars fan for teenty-fiee years, and thik 
is my first letter to faster or the fan club. Of course 
all my thanks and appreciation for the favnasck 
magazine! | lave it all, from the "Prequel Update” 
to “Scouting (he Galaxy.” But i for one, think that 
special tudes arc cowed to Mike Solinker far his 
ercwernds. ye been an avid crucierbalist for fiF- 
teen years, and | lowe his hybrid of wacitigeal 
crossword jargon and Stars tars trivia, Plus, 
theyre quite 2 cFallenge: Make Shays Sump me. 
| hope alot of other subscribers ane enjoying his 
puzzles as much 45.| ar. Keep up the good work, 
Milo, and knee ‘em coming! 

BMC JACOBSEN 

Walla Walla, WA 


Irs heard far os fo jidge how tough Mike's croeswards 
ar, becouse Ae gives us the bey vith the pure, ard 
we hweyt chee it's good fo hear he's stumping 
Song geal crosman aliciotadas, Quick pair: 


WAN SLA RUMBLE? 


FEECL POMDLIMGS, 3205 d45" Ploce of, Salte 110, Bellevue, Wie FOG? 








mall ans with the subject fine “Crossword” te 
felis elenher pou de fhe purele ord wahener 
you divas, samenmes. a never defear it. 


My apologies for 2 somewhat belated 
thanks, But) had to write bo compliment Or 
David West Aeypnolds’ article in issue 462 on 
lightiaber combat (Fight Saber). | read the 
Insider from sewer to cover in any case, and 
Reynolds’ articles have been fascinating since his 
fest expeditions ta Turisia, bul this piece deserves. 


"HOW, NOW, SETTLE DOW 
i=] 


special merit. With a mane Gke “Fight Saber,” | digh't 
immediately realize that | was holding an indis- 
pensable addendum to his work begun in the 
Attack of the Clooes Visual Dictionary, This article 
wae 30 inaightful that it will enhance all my future 
viewings of nny favorite for of fencing 
Kudos, Gor, and thanks 
CAMPBELL EVANS 
‘Orlando, FL 


Fans of Figo Saber" should be suet keep ieir il 
jonptians current far ibe coming pear, as we've god 
lot more tadi conshat goodness in ihe alonning stages. 
Just be conefal nar to put anne out, Oran ann att, 


I'm.4 longtime reader of the fnsigter, amd though it 
has changed hands a nurnber af time, fm shvays 
glad to see that the quality of the features is con- 
sistent and infact gets better and better. 

Lately, Pwe bron especially inpresoed with Rok 
Coleman's articles about the digital effects in the 


Pwiiiherd pile. com. 
‘Pull rare Picerret: ety 
















Limited to 3,500 worldwide 
Master Replicas brings vou the Jedi Training Remobe, fully 
endorsed by Lucashim Ltd, Recreated from original Lute 
this reptca 1s faithful to ihe prop seen on-screen in & 
This unique collectible comes with a custom-desig 
toned metel pleque, and a certificate of authentic 
stand, the prop.appears bo magically levitate without el 
Constructed from over 160 durable PVC and ABS enjection molded eoenpon 
each replica is painted and assembled by hand ba meet our exacting stan 
Replica Dimensions (625° Gameter) and weigh fappene 151 dre 1 scale far the 
orginal peop. Display sed dimensions (7.1875 Wx 3.75°H), replica on stand (2.25°H)" 
Suggested Retail Price: $249.00 Includes Display Stand 

TEM MOL SWW-107 


“Tee outer Ged specScebora re susiec ope 


Master Replicas Presents — Official Star Wars Prop Replicas 


To protect and enhance your investment. your Master Replicas limited edition Master Replicas LC, in partnership with Lucashlmiltd, proudly presents a 
propgeptica will; supenor line of ely licersed Stor Wars Prep replicas. Master Replicas 
* be imtensively researched for accuracy is solely dedicated to delivering authentic, high quality replices of mavie 
* be hand-atsembled and meticulously finished and televisean props with Superior Customer service. 

* indide a signed Lucasfilm Certificate of Authenticity : ae ; 

* indude behind-the-scenes information about the prap itself Ta ander or get more information, including 

* include a handsome storage box and disolay plaque with series numbez UPCOmmng re please wait Our website i¥ 

* be limited in number to build exclusnihy at WWW.masterreplicas.com or call 


(Tom Cemciat ras Wane Was gree) |-866-REPLIKA. MASTER 
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THE UNIVERSE, APPLY WITHIN. 





Fr Microsoft Expenesce a vast, oper-enied eniversn (led with am infinite number of afivestures. Yow are ar 
i = 
prasteeiteu freelancer Edisom Treet, an inleegeiaciic jack ef all trades. Your mission: whatewer you eran. 


DADO Mere Ceemeniige AS ghey eeeereed, Mires Mie Mafra Chemis eat age Caged Anal cand Pagina re peter regard Peete pr lace od Mis an Capen inthe LS erecta coerdriee, Cites peeduch ed ceerrey 








Berane 2 Smuggler ora ruthless space thug, a naval hero ora teader. Dodge: theeugh msternid Meeks vahtiie palotion eile 


Sghters. The acdon is endless ms pou make your way through 48 Known shar systems, Geeid, morality, compassion, F HA E E. L A NM = = 
angen. whalewer motivates yoe, te cynamin unheerse will resgondL Tale the first step, The universe is malting, — 


The usiverse of possibility. 


Bip llwee mlcroel cog eral amg ae! 
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Rick McCallum on Fox Studios in Sydney, action sequences, 





Why Australia? 
Dine reaion for shooting Episode Ill in Australia i¢ economics, but 
another is Chak if provides 2 working emironnent that the Sear Mars 
filmmakers find expecially haipitable, 

The large stages at Fox Studios Australia provide « striking alterna- 
tive bo other studios. The differences begin with the geography. “It's 


not laid out like a traditional studio.” explains WicCallum., fh used to be 





an old fair ground. It's got a really great atmosphere. The people who 
nun the studio are terrific. it's very apen. It’s got parkdand. There's a 
erbcet stadium right reat to it. Then ane wonderful shops and theaters 
adjacent to lt, It's a really nice, aasy, wandarful place to make a mavie. 

Shar Wars productions have a history of roaming beyond the United 
States, but nowhere elie has been as good a hare to the filme as 
Sydiney—rot even England, where MoCallum lived for almost twenty 
years. T lowe England, and weve been working in England since 
well, Gedege dred 1976, and me since 1980—and | love it, and | love 


the Englieh crews. | espectally love working with English crews Im the 


W hile the rest of us were unwrapaing our action figures al a } 
under trees adorned with Death Stars and Millenminn A i 







Frcans, Producer Rick MeCallum was landing in Sydney, Australia, ta 





begin work on Shar Wars: Episade Ill. This sacrifice of personal time Is 
all part of the job to. MeCallum. “Forget about kids’ binhdays and hell- 
Gages.” he says. “Thats mot our chosen path,” 





When fsiger called McCallum in January on a Thursday evening, 
hee anawered on Friday afternoon fram the other side of the 
Intemational Gate Line, making what seemed like a five-hour time 
difference actually a mind-bending nineteer-haur gap warthy of « 
batched hyperspace jume, As abvays, one of our first questions was 
the one we sec in dozens of letiers and emnails every week: What's the 
status af the Episode Il script? Has George Lucas finished the final 
installment of thee Stee ars saat 

“Has writing.” saya MeCallum. “He's very close to giving us an 
outine, which is really what we need to get moving” ; 

While haying 4 script in hand would make his joo gaster, MeCallum 
Tired s solace ie the Fact that he wasn't the onky ong whe had to give up 
his Chrigtnas festivities. “| now he worked all throughout his hali- 


day.” he chuckles, “so | was happy for him,” 





rest af Eurooe. But it's much move difficult. 
You've gat to drive an hour, am hour and 
fifeen minutes, each way to a studio In 
Englare. it's very. very expensive mow in 
tens of hotels, apanments, dinner, and 
Transpoetation, Its mot a5 easy, Australia is 
WHIT d Question the easiest arel mice oost- 
elfective place to shoo in the English 
language anywhere in the weoeld.” 

While he had been at wark for the past 
few weeks, MioCaflum had really been laying 
pine for the work that was ta begin in 
eamest later im January. “We're just starting 
now,” he says. “It takes a. good three ta four 
woes to build up the infrastructure, 
because each film is different, 

"We use a lot of plastering, because we 
have what are called compound cured i a 
lot of our seta, which isn't & tradmion that’s 
been in Australia for a long time because 
maily hey make conkemparary movies. Tou 
now, they haven't made a lot of science- 
fiction ce fantasy movies. There are a couple 
of disciplines —tlike rigging and plastering 
that we've brought in. So all those work: 
shops moped ten or threg weeks to set up, 
recruit the peoole, and train them te get ta 
the place that they need te be," 

Whit (he preaduction infrastructure takes 
Shape, (he creel Lear Soneinies bo wwiark ak 
S frantic pace “Gain Booquet the Production 
Detigner] 8 going to be fying from London ta 
San Pranciice today,” tay. McCallum. He's got 
4 whole bunch of models thet we went 
through just before Christmas that he's gaing 
to show George Hopefully George will 
approve those, and then we'll have the first 
two or three small sets that we can start bulld- 
ing by the end of next week” 


and starting work on Episode III 


Action 

While it will be months before most of the 
cast aries Im fuustralia, McCallum mmalins in 
touch with the principal actors, who have 
alia een Busy. “Evan [Mictinegear] its shenot- 
Ing a Tim Burton picture in Georgia,” he 
reports, “Natalie [Parmar] jit finithed Caly 
Menno which 16 being shot in Aomania.” 


Bites 


Sound Bites 
Rick McCallum can wen effusies when talk 
ing about films, but sometimes hls replies 
me sherhand sweet 


“AWOG Os, It'k a Mmagréfacent, incredible, 
WOidertul, Gutreganis Achaea ier” 


There's reo BS. There's fut the work” 

“Ves. That's all ican answer.” 

Tod eanky to pel.” 

"Many. he laughs. "Many" 

Hayden Chrntensen if alsa working on 


archer meyvie, Gut MeCallun say, “] knw 
he’ working out ike mad. He's beefing up.” 


“The man whe plays Anakin Skewalker is any 


one of the actors who can expect a rigorous 
training: period before the stumt work in 
Episode (iL if Attack of the Clones was any indi- 
cation, we can expect ewen more fremetic Jedd 
action in the met film Just a5 with advances 
in digital effects, recent blockbusters continue 
fo Up the ante on irrtense fight scenes, Wher 


by Dave Gross 


asked how they'll risa to the challange, 
McCallum says, “That's a tough one, you kine, 
its not that we cant, We could suddenly go 
into a whole Meret reali—like The Matis ar 
someching elie—urt il doesn) have a bor to 
do with the Basic reality that was set out in the 
Orginal Stor Wars.” 

He says the ection in the Star Prors meowies 
i@ unique for 8 reason. “| think it's because Hick 
Gillard uses such a combination of disciplines 
that. are trying to fit within the limited physical 
context that was set up in the eaiginal Star 
Wars. Thar's always boon one of the hardest 
things ta get ower, because the Poros is about 
fomathing mare speibual. it's wot about being 
able to tig and do double baists and kicks avd 
fly around iin slow mation. [e's enare about 
when you Hit with your lightsaber, you're 
putting all the farce and energy of your awn 
being inta something. It's training for that 
mament. [t's an internal thing more than 3 
physical thing” 

Tricks like bullet-time photography are 
available to the Stor Wars team, buy so far 
they've chosen te remain irae te the style 
thoy have alroady established. “it was some- 
thing we looked at very early on, and we 
Thought, Yeah, but hon do you meorparabe 
That inte We [Star Wears] world?’ lt warked 
beautifully far Mates, I just doesn't make 


engugh sende for Shar Mare.” 


Moch more of the Star bors cnew ws oched- 
uled ta arrive in Sydney im February. With 
story autline in hand, they sheuld be busler 
than Geanaslans constructing a decid factery, 
but amidst all the actwity, Rxk MeCallum 
PrOmibes Ws another insiders repark on the 
making of Episercte 11, bbe 
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Honored for 
Technical 


nnovations 


«a ‘The National Board of Rigelow 
oof Motion Pictures awarded 


“Gecege Lucas its 2002 Special 


. “Award for Visionary Cinematic ; 

 AhEWErENT at a Special ceremony at Tavern on the Green in Pew 
York Gay on January 14, 2009. According to NBR, the honor went ta 
a Lucas Because he has changed the perception of what 1 means to 


havea theatrical eqperlence with his push to greadly imarnse the qual 


— Byof both sound and visuals on the worlds! movie screens.” The award 
was also dive to his achiewemengs with the THe theatrical sound sys- 


tem, his special and visual effects innowations with Industrial Light & 
Magic, and hi entrance inte (he world of digital filmmaking. 

: The National Board of Redes of Motion Pictures, founded in 1909, 
hag no commercial thes to the film industry, It supparns excellence and 


freq exprenston In film, endows scholarships for film students, and 
underarites film programs. ihe 
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THE SCIENCE OF STAR-WARS 
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The Mouse Strikes Back 


The power of the Force and the magic of Disney combine 
Once again for Spor Rtors Weekends, scheciuibed for five 
consecutive weekends (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday! 
beginning May 16 and running through June 15, 20003 ae 
the Disney MrGh Studios near Orlanda, Florida, 

A galaxy of Star Word fun will take place @ach week- 
end at Walt Disray World with special parades, trivia 
games, meet-and-greet sessions with Star bars lege 
ends and charchers, aid special activities to cap on 
each day. The fun takes place throughout the theme 
park, wilh the Scar Tours hail cide oerving a9 the cen 
terpieoe of ther oobebration. 

Admission to Star od Weebends is included in regue 
lar admission to the Dlsmey-MGM Studies, Fars can 
recene the latest updates online st wan. starnwars.com. 
For information, tickers, or hotel reservations, fans cae 
call 407) WDISHE® or a travel agent. 
































And You Thought 


‘Lightsabers Were Fake 


Peture a word in which drowds do all your wark for you while you 
lounge by the pool Or, if yoautre our of blue milk, you can jump inte 
your starship and get some from Tatooine in no time thanks toa litle 
gaage: called a bypercive, The Museum of Science, Boston ame 
Lucastilm are chrvelooing an 
exhibetion that wall bridge the 5 EU ay 

gap between fantasy sclence 3 o 
and reality science, at least a 


= 7 
ive othe scence of er | Seouamece 
ors Exhibition. é = 


The exhepition, which is sill 
In lis #any planning stages, 





Weill premien@ in Oetober 2004, after all six Stor Mars films have boon 
relaased. it willl use ghe films as a Gateway to understanding the 
important rale of technology in our future. The Museum of Sclence Is 
WOKING Wit The Science Maem Exhibit Collaborative, whech con- 
sets of seven museums anound the country, and Lucasfilm to create a 
Reurintg @xhibitien Liat will travel and amaze for at beest three years. 

“Sa many chikiren and their parents hawe images in thes minds of 
Ré-02, (CIPO, fighteabers, landspeeders, amd other fantastic. tech- 
nologies in the Srar vars wniverse,” says Larry Bell, the View President 
of Exhibrts at the Museum of Science, Boston. “This i& a great oppor: 
nity To oneate Carney leareng eeperiences around what we know 
today and how that will lead to the technologies of the future, We are 
really grateful that Lucashien ‘will be helping us address important 
fechnchigy education oerals om a matinmin! bee” 

Stor Fors artwork, models, film clips, and documentary foosage wil 
be coupled wath science exhibits, discussions, inkeractive engineering. 
and computer technologies to stress the importance of technology im 
oUF hiture, Bduicatiord | prtiaianis dre being dere ped to accompany 
the exhibit as well. 

The exhibit is scheduled to: Gegin in Boston and then travel to 
Columbus OH, Portland OR, Los funpedes CA, 54. Paul Mi, PRiladelp hes 
PAL and Fart Wrarth Tx. 


It’s Not Just About Butter 
and Eqqs Anymore! 

Petalima, California, cne-thre: Poultry Cagital of the 
World, is famous for ts “Butter and Egg Gays" Parade 





ard its appearances in such filma ad Pepdy Soe Gar 
forded aod Anerioon Graffiti, t's a charming family 





Raven fpe WIth apple trees and antique shops. But this 
toven with a population ofa litle more than 56,000 
) people is sorely Lacking oe thing—a movie theater. 
One would think a town Popular tor its period-pece 








mowe-shoat friendliness would sparta movie theater 
} or hve so pec pee could see theircvn cay in ection, but 
the only area theater Petaluma had—ae eight-screem 


affairon the outskirts of town—closed in 2001. 
Unable to drive and not wanting fo Pere tialhy had- 
she parents every time they want to seo a film, seven 











heenage ink, krian 24 the “Super Sevens are trying 















5 HATDEN CHAISTENSEM [/nakin 

| Skywalker! is going Jurassic, 
Aetord ing to zapait.com, young 
Skywalker might be warking as 
PrOCCer ona screen versa of 
Tiwi Dineider Noh. Fiend Adam Beach, 
Wha fiegh from a role In Sklowalhers an 
Ameigit Myfer! Soercio! on FAS. is the beaing 
Behind the praject based on che conic book and 
Video game property. “Theres a ree “Turok! 
when he's a college shuidenn.” tay9 Beach. “His 
urele has died. and he load about the respanai- 
bilities ofa Turok aired junipers ine it when his fam- 
ihr i threatened. A Turok isa warrlorwho probects 
Earth fram cther dimensions, fs a place called 
the Lost World, ard in that Lest World, they're try 
fog fo defeat the one enemy who wets to con 
sume all ot the warts. Turck is the warlor on 
Earth who is fighting thew peoole” Beach, who 
has also stared in the World War I drama 
Winoramers, if Malive American and hopes co 
extend tha presence of Hative Americans on tha 
big and girtall seneéen, starting with Turck. 

Inthe mentions, EMA WecGREGOR (Ob: ivar 
Kenota) and the late SR ALEC GUINNESS (OG-ien 
Kenobi vere both mentioned in a recent af Tee 
10 Csear Snubs, McGregor ranked at a5 for his 
wardenul performance in Mean Rouge! while 
‘Guonrees came in at 261 for kind Hearts ad Caranets, 
The fo Rencbis are not che ont Sear og alumni 


To rai funds to open a theater right in their 
home town, They've hired a PR finm and gone 
So far as to inher accouritanks, inwesbors, 





and amgimeers, They also wrode 2 letter ta 
George Lucas asking for advice, 

The gids met with Lucasfilm executives ta 
prevent iheelr plan of action. All ab Lucesfilm 
WEE ifipeesised, inchucing Lucasfilm President 
Gordon Radioy, "These ladies don'tneed a lot of 
help.” Radley told the San Francisco Chronicle 
The young vaonen have agprosched this mat 
fer extremely professionally and in a ver 
sophisticated manner.” Added Jeanne Cole, 


4 Lucasfilm spokesperson, “We meet with promotional panners and dis- 
Thine pariners who are sometimes none near as prepared as thase 
girls were.” With Lucasfilen's help, the Superb Seven stag 
Fetalumacanhich crew 400 pecola to a free showing of Anmencan Grafit, 

Everyone |s impressed with the Seven's drive and fralessice lism 
‘These rls and their friends kreay how bo shake and mave 
some, sai shaih-grade teacher Jucty Sov_l, who taught all seven of the 
gin at Michear Elementary School, In's crazy that our kids cant go to the 


ba ETAR WAT IHU RER 


FROM THE WORLD OF LUCASFILM 


















who mace the fer SAMUEL iL. JACKSON [Macc 
Mnduy cares int at #5 for his role in Spike Lee's 
Jungle Fever, These actors were 
Joined 6 the ditsed-les by none 
coher than Janes Stewart. who 
came in at #4 for lentigo, ingrid 
Bengenan af @ for Contvanca, | 
amd Denni§ Hooper at £10 for hi role as Frank 
Boon in five Vefert. to name 2 few. 

Bizty 48 alweys, WioGregor has signed an ie 
play 4 circus freak in the Jodie Poster-ceected 
Flore Alum, According to: Tat Modan! Hepcvter, 
the film. which wall also star Merl Streep and 
Claire Dames, is a love story set in the Depression 
era and revolves around MoGreger’s circus-freak 
Character. The freak takes pity ona homeless gel 
(Danes) and takes her in, As Be falls in love with 
the gink shut laurcturs a careerin the circus. Flora 
Plum originaily starred Auesell Crowe as the clre 
cus-freak, but he backed out due to a shoulder 
injury. The fil ik alje the reason that Foaier 
decimed ta reprise her mole as Clarice Staring im 
The Sequel to Sileace of the Lomby, Aevnibal, 





by Benjamin Harper 


Firming will begin late this yaar 
or earty 2004. 

The ever-expanding oauvrg 
af iticGregardoes mot stos chara 
ite recently starred ina dina fa j 
the BBC entted Said Geamerry, This project was 
directed by none other than MoGeegor's uncke 
DEMES LAWSOM [Wedge Antilles). According to 
the Britten Radic Threw, the drama is based on a 
short stony Gy lan Mic twin in which a mewhawed 
Ques his job to elit his gréat-gramdfather’s cianes 
that ware Keel unfinished when the arher van: 
ished vg he Becomes Gcreasingly obsessed with 
the diaries, hig marge becomes strained, and he 
Comes 0G tee brink of a siramge discovery. 

And McGregor might be coming to Broadway, 
bug youll newer kaw until he sheress: Lich, Thre Pity 
What! Perot, 2 theatrical hitas Wiyndham’s Theatre 
1A London. features sueprint quest appearances by 
celebrities who play themsehers aucinceing for a 
Part in the olay. The famous peaple ame worecog- 
Aged by their compations and are harassed for 
thelr poor acting abilities, Othe stars who hewe 
graced the stage in this hit show ane Balph Fiennes, 
Jude Law, and Mined Diver, The British success: Is 
Cue on Broadway March 30, and Time magazine 
PePORSs Tat Bean McGregor and Asiph Flernnes 
will ee prioe their performances stabesde. 

A final mote on the judicious Jedi—=Acocording 
To Seecland Teddy, MoGregar continued te lend 











2d a cally In 





they're sane 


movies on a weekend without leaving boar” 

In the meantime, the Supers Seven, whe all 
aren jlo high school, ane still working hard 
to turn their theaber business drearn into.4 reality, 
and Rhee are eermeng a fot about life at the sare 
time. “Ws like a classrocim gutside of school” said 
Three-year ald Elizabeth Comsinack, She and 
the other menribers of the Superb Seven, includ 
ing Micole Bisson, Jishley Oitnner, Lita Hall, Sarah 
March, Madison Webb. ard Taylor Norman, will 
keep at it until they're siting in front of flickering 
Celok’ ight in their hometown. 


Baffled Bond Gets | 

Bumped at Box-office 
James Bond, the former film franchise chamalen at the bee office. has 
been dethroned by the Shar ors saga, according ta Box Office feiojo. fn 
fact, until this past sumener, James Bond beat out Shar Wars, pulling ina 
grand batal of $4.4 billion in bow office receipts for all filmes in the franchise 
With the advent of Aupack of the Clones, however, Stor hears has used 
Bond with a whopping 53.4 billion in bos office receipts for five files 














—eorge McFly itrispin Glover) in Bock to the Fubore 


his calobrity staaus to a beleaguered proposal i 
built a chikdren’s heenica on Lech Lorene. 
The propecn, which Mctwedior Fmt Chan pared 
(rae ibs orice, dare winder stheck recently when 
planning officials af the Metional Park Authority 
recommenced that the project be rejected. 
Mitregor stabed, “it's devastating news. People 
on the whole ae optimistic about i, and | canmot 
accept that @ will mot go ahead. This hospice is 
desperately needed” Although Mocreger contin: 
ued to campaign for the Hospice. the decision 
Tesh with the Maternal Park Auchoriy, hich 
Was TS anhaunce its inbetions alper vigitig the 
prapored site, 

MeGregears Maui Rouge! 





écestar hieale Kidiar all lean 
Treen the Jecd Master FLAME OF 
(oedal recording to a report 
from Sc-Fi Wire, Kidman has sigred up to star im 
an Og-diven remake of the classic, The Steaford 
Wives. This time around, the WWiees get the 
comedic treatment, 2 opposed co the dramatic 
1975 werslon. “it's going to be a comedy,” said 
i Eidenian. “And Fue warited tod 
a comedy, len in the middle of 
Cold Miangain foo-etarring 
HATALIE PORTMAN [Padme 
Amidalall, which i: sar of an 
epic, Iragic ive ory. | just went, Tye got bo dow 
comedy. | need toa have some lightness.” The 





Ma other fim franchise comes close to these figures. 


keoking for the rreaq freechise.” 


Wn Do Piake one file. The second go-round if 36 much bigge:, because 
you can bank on it doing af beast two-thirds of phe orginal, They definite 


oe 4 rebum an the investment” 
What 
83, fotman at #4. inclona Jones 2 











said Robert Bucksbaurn, 
ReelSource, inc..a company that tracks bax office numbers. “They don't just 


128, and The Murany at i. 













fieey Pewohes arcin! Joanna (Gdinanh a whe 
and imnother, who mowed wilh her family fran 
Manhatian ta Stepford, Cannectiout, and discoy- 
en. Ehat the whee in Rhe town are all cuncusty 
devoted to thelr husbands’ whine Oe, who hes 
iso directed films such as fie Qark Costay and 
Littl: Shoo of Horrors, directed from 2 screenplay 
by Paul Rudnick, which was based on in Levis 
novel. Production began on the “black comedy,” 
2 Kidman calk it, in ielarch. The 
Tin wil have & late 200d oF 
early 2004 release date, 

KEIRA KNIGHTLE (Sale) 

flared recently in Qacer 
Zhiege, 4 pierset for Braaa's (THT, im i she 
Played Lara Guishar, Also staring in the fhreepact 
series were San Nell Laensdec Bork, The Hone for 
fed October) and Hans Matheson [The Mist of 
Avalon) as Yun Zhivage, who recently stared vith 
Star fos giumna RPERAIULA 
AUGUST [Shi Siorevalker) in 
(alm Oing, Keira hat been get 
Ting great press dua te her poles 
im Te Hed aed Geta ip Like 
Reckhanit—Heat magatine hag described er i 
‘ane of the beck actreiies of - 
the momen. Knightley can 
soo be seen with flr Epeode | 
star LIAM MEESON (Oui-Gon 
Jinnd in bore Actual 


“Every studip is 
presktent al 


are the ogher toge franchises! There's Jurassic Pork coming im at 


Stucsos Busts 


dreds of tars be 


Development toe 














Of themaehaps dresgad ag 


recehred their prizes: hand-palnted, 


made of themselves,” said Gew Gilmore, 


Sent GiaAt Stidics. 


cote aocurabely pairvt Uh 


Bounty Fhinkess. neurite! On-tereen fathee- 
and-tan team TEMUERA MORRISON Uline Fett 
and DANIEL LOGAN [Bebe Fett) are together 
again in The Legend of tohony Lingo. The fim & 
sdapted from a short story by Patricia MicGeer 
and is. according to a press release from LOS 
Films. “a captivatingly romantic tafe set amongst 
the Polmesun cultures of the South Pacific. At 
the seme time, the store's theme about lows and 
solbimage rosonace wach univarsal apeeal.” Thee 
film, which pelsases sometins: in 2000, fepures a 
Polynesian fast. 

Freen the dark side—CH RS TOPHER WBE (Count 
Deakul recenily recewwed the “Wark Acar 
Litelime Achievement Aeyand,” i, 
The revards bogk place for the 
wery first bene on Movember 2. 
2002. In Vienna, Austria. Other 
Word Award winners Inchuded i 
Jeremy irons, wha pecelved the Weeld Actor 
Award, and Michael Jackson, who cok the Word 





AuTist Awned, 





Fans Busted! 


No, (hede fan aren’ in rouble. They are the lucky winners of Gentle Giant 


Leal Enighas, Ag Spar urs 


Celebration ||, held in indianapolis IM in May 20602, Gentke Giant invthed hum 
Shep hincher The laser scarmers. af the Dark Hone Comica 
booth to have their images captured for the Becomes Jed? contest. Three 
hicky wiriners, Ohrs Mardeen, Ther Moree, 2rd Ohne Pyrons, have mov 





SCUnCh tall pein ists oT thereat 


“We had poole line up eech day, and ane scanned hundinads of fans. 
We randomly pitked one paren od cay to be the winner ard get & base 


Vier President of Procict 


“Alter we announced the wine 


nets, they sent in sone additional phate reference of theanrnelves 0 we 


baka.” 


SETAE WRARG INDIDBDEE if 





The Geld of archaeology is all about inaming te read the meisaces 

CONTI ih huniarmace objects, Binding out wrhet cis ney say 
obout ther creotors?! The same approach works in the reale ef Star Wars, 
whether ye eqolone the iniplications of various detail within the Star Miers 
universe of probe the technical mace: behind the scenes, 
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By DAVID WEST REYNOLDS 






GEONOSIAN WAR CHAMBER _ 





TAR WARS ERRTRER 





oy recor: 


Pate a 





if fT WEARS TREE 





Pi seeR GL — 


a 
- = 


aim iver 


eparatiets 

hear anomie: mais-pro- 

ducecL Haturally, ec .. ctory to pro- 

duce their soldiers fram the relative security of a 
remate planes. 

The factory woelds are new settings for attack of tie 

rely with the returning planers 


§ are 


Saewiese Mew plamelary err ments fa 5a 

tradi lfram whith the audience can glean 4 few 
timely points about the nature of factories in general 
The two planets couldn't be more ceferent visually, 


but under the surface their souls are identical. 
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mop 
rldly @xperi- 
aes armen od 


ure and showing off 


Suiress of pete i have 1 anit sparits. They 
glide through their lighted corridors like graceful seraphirn. 


the sterile, g 


Where iahibe-suited researche 
and prooe the human genome. 
In an interview with 
Episade Il 


ative pire 
nawoworlds sen on screen. “The use of 


mn Star bars, finding enormous contrast with 
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suswaip yug dq Berquics! 





sey 


water planet is as far 
ride of the Gece 


Ayan Church r fone of the inspirstion for the Kamina 
environment g mack & quarter 


clary t 
design." ge askoed for the ‘clean room loo 
pust lik® the clone & 


in temperature many cenburies ago me 

lunged the planet underwater ina ca 

the Great Flood. The term calls to mind the story of Noah's A 
the parallel doesn’t end there. 


ines as Goth underwater aed airborne mounts—are the spawn 


of choined abwha specimens from Nab 





"= 
tee! TT let 


ETAE WAES [CHELOTR zi 
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One thing Kamina has in abundance (besides water) is secrecy. The 
Planet dtin Wiki Space beyond the Outer Alm, cutoff fron mages byper- 
Space rautes By the tangle ol ihe Aishi Maze. Furthermore, a nefarious 
agent purged the system from the Jedi archives araumd the time that 
Darth Sidious and Damh Tyranus conspired to order a masshe clone any 
on Gehall of the Republic. Prior te that point, east of the work done by 
the KFamingans had Been fer fringe clients in aunhdng stern like 





Subberrel, where Dexter Jetster once encountered a work farce af cloned 
miners Gnd learned bo identify the unique markings of a Raminoan sab- 
erdart). To outfit ihe chane anny with ships and vehicles, the Kaminaans 
enlisted the help af Aothana Heavy Enoineeiing, a subdidiary of Core 
Worlds-based Kuat Drive Yards. The Rothana system |some of the fey cles- 
Tinatignd reachable inside the Rishi Maze, and its engineers have long 
been secret partners for hucrative Kaminoan cloning projects, 

In Attack of the Clanes, Obi-Wan lands in the capital of Tipoca Ciny, ing 





architectural profile dominated by savcershaped, ywater-shedding 
domes and needle-like lightning rods. In long shots, the city isa physical 


“sl | | 
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model while the churning 28a around itis entirely computer gerersted. 
The stits on which Tipeca City sand’ ee embedded into the shallow 
continental shelf below, and thelr design was influenced by Earth's off- 
shore petrateum drilling plachonns. “Te sbways liked the striking image 
af ail derricks in the Month Atlantic.” says cecmegt design supendsor 
Dewy Chiang in The Artof Esisooe W During production, Karine vad 
known varlausly as “the water placer” ard “the storm planet.” 

The Raminoans are happy to receive a representative from the Jedi. 
Taun We, administrative aide to Lama Su and project coordinater ofthe 
chene army, greets Obi-Wan upon his arrival. In hid specious office 
Prime Minister Lama Su assures his Jedi visitor that the chines are on 
ichedule, and Lama Su's position as head of the ruling council of 
colony governors allows him to speak for the entire planer of Kamina. 
Atione point in scrigg dovclapmen, it 
WAS tuggesbed that the furndqure in 
Lama Sus office look as @ it were 
made of “pure light§ 








The conidors Obi-Wan walk 


are Specatless 


feature, Th 


clinical q 

et the Gir 

that is mil 
fecting the Kami 
pre strom ¢ 


the growing clones are efi 


through during his tour of the faccicies 


nd the totalitarian sterility of Lucas’ first 


Erik Tiemens, “The long silent hallways. of the 


ements and their genetic 


val ¢ jon, The learning stations previded.ta 


it and cheerless, remnforcing the impres- 


sion ihe clones lack individuality, Regarding 


the clome classroom, concept Ssrist Edwin 


its in The Art of Gates 


ty hes the aesthetic of “mjection- 


snic.” 


gi aga 9 
landing platform. The pl 


conditians an command, special 


effects supenizor Dave Young says his crew 


design armdple. “Like Doug fo 


jareg) ole pre" 


re ashy rete Gabbana, “there arc ra 


handrails in the Star Mors universe.” 


aTan Wana 
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strokes. ofthe colo palette infuse he who i, according 


Ch eee ee the first hall oy hevode Eel ie" 


fateaine was neutral warm, ard 


S than 
a bad thin 


E s bad uys their mass Pee. amie are 
; posed af machines, arid (ine rhe dis 


usiness-like Kaminoans, the 
= at least hawe a chear 7 
their products wil be emplayed 
moral ambiguity of Episede i, in 
: ‘aud Aegublie creeps ever closer to 
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YT concept pot mg Gy Marc Gobbona 





a concept polating by @yon Church 
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Wonguog “7 age Ay sayspet pda 






























aisemnbly-line plants that sprang up afer the Industrial Revolution, 
before governmental pallution controls and fatbor laws put the reins 
On corporate excess As Ryan Chuech gute it. “the drow foundry i 4 
super-threatening environment, a place by rebots for nbots, Soft, liv. 
ing flesh doesn't belong here.” 

The same could be sald of Georesis itself, The planers surface locks 
like Mars as seen through the camera of WASA's Mars Pathfinder 
probe, and it seers nearly as inhoipitable as aur cen red plane On 
Geonosls, waters in shor supply, radiation storms requilarty scour the 
stmocphere, and speeder-sdized asteroids tumble from Geonoais 
planetary ring to blast craters into the landscape, Ominous stone for 
mations stand amid the towering Geanosian spire-hives, leaving little 
doubt as to why the Episode Il designers simply called the woeld the 
“rock planet,” of, tramsiated into Star fers temminolegy, Geonosis. 

The few lifeforns that scratch oul an exiitence on Geonasis are 
tough and vicious. The orginal shooting soript included a confrontation 

between Obi-Wan's astramech drow AA-P1? and 

aswarm of relontions insects called nogas, whe 

menaced the litte droid just poor to Obi-Wan's 

y : capture by Separatist forces, Other casualties of 





































@ conmcept sketches by Gog Cheoey ak 











soript changes included the massifs, the cog- 
Rzards glimpsed briefly in the Tusken Raider 
came on Tatooine. The maxsslifs went originally 
convened 45 Geondtin beasts, and they were 
to have made their debut by ambushing Gbl- 
) Wan and dying on the tip of he lightsaber 
blade, When Lucas cut the sceme, LM mowed 
the massifs to Tatooine, but in-universe refer- 
ences have sinide explained that the creatures 
are found on both warlds, having been 


Afriows tenaike mounds steved 
ad indpiraties for the colosss 
ipired of Geanesis 
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ie. ne 
0 desert planet: are than a parsec apart, making interplanetary 
my crateike ac aloo Fi a arieat 
igree, evolving on lush Vendaxa before arriving on Geonosis as 
Wd Scklays now populate ihe scuire 
rk, half-subeneroed, 


imported arena mon 
ape Eoin Sad, where ch 


fly larver in search of a meal. Qullewitted arrays 


Gamestkated by the Geanasiand as 
ether lépfonns en Geonasls: ane bioluminescent, using their natural 


caused when 


ng lo thee duperior brainpower and their high birthraté® They are 


renpic or Geanasis’ striking 


: : reg —Chee Spline hanes the 
stand out against the horizan like skeletal finge farmatians 


mabural Gue rather ¥ 


Ze GTAER WHAT INTIBDER 


TT concept seetches by Ede Sotividod 


SubALanE k powder mined with excre 5 
phidnas, small parasites cultivated by the Geonoslans for their pire 


uct. The elaborate chvellings protect the secretive 


of thie § 
after Gathiic 
red 


7 {petal depth, 4 spirited oolor palerte, 

ving the amount of detail far the sake of highlighting the 

actions of qurimain characters, everything bec i 
het 


composition, meoced, amd lighting.” 


: Ge ireie hes 
lorelbeegst reflects the warike nabure of the 
work ihabrbeets. 











5 Pere 


16, beings. to mind some 
by the the 
4 qreat s@t to eeploit scale and vulnerability of our main act 


led aparowith neendin 
af diabealic pit. 


Soulhes 


rabets bring stamp 











hat Che factory chase wad & fate additia 
ya poece of hls own artwork, 1 
anit Of view dove into the factory. | 
and hellish, Thas pair 
ihe top and sinelified in benms of coloe, Gut Gearge 
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“Another galaxy, another time.” 

Wilh thete words, movelit Alan Dean Fetter $61 ihe sage net only for hie 1976 
novelization of Star Mant but alo for an entire univerie of licensed fiction. in the 
decade that fallowed, there was ino shortage of Star Miers fiction im the form of news- 
Raper sings, radio dramas, comic books, cartoons, TY specials, and of course novels. 

Continuity was much booger then than lt is now, however, with few connections 
bean the various media, The audio drama Rete MiGaian fa Oral Mantel, for 

natance, directly contradicted the newspaper strips, while Salta rey of ities Mind's Eye 
and the Marvel saga both contained stery elements some fen vinlaped the plot of 
The Erigire Sores Back. 

This @ra of Shar Mas fietion was marked by conflicting accounes of ihe bounty 
hunber on Ord Mantel, the evacuation of the Favin base for Hoak, and the Grit face- 
to-face meeting of Luke and Vader, while Lule's mastery of the Foros and Han ard 
Leia's relationship changed fram one story to the mext.As 2 result, though fun to read, 
some of those cary tales don’t fit. 2s seamlessly into the overall picture as later vrarics. 

By 1984, interest im Star fers had waned in the wake of what was then expected 
toa be the last Steyr Mars film. For the next five at the only publishers to produce 

for Wars tales were West End Games, whose Ster Mors oirolaying Geme debuted 
in 1987 and Blackthorne Camics, with three insues of 3D comic boots, Onhenwise, 
Sto Mars Ticton slipped cut of che mainstream; issues of the Marvel series Sarted 
appearing i four-fer-d-callar boxes, while copies of the classic Har Solo and Lande 


Calbissean novel free Del fey could be found only in second-hand bookstores. 
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Rebirth 


in 1°91, that all changed with the publication of a mew Shar Wire novel 
by Timothy Zahn entitled Hel te the Empire, a4 well a6 a pit-iisue comes 
book miniseries from Tom Veltch and Cam Kennedy called Dork Ener. 
inmensely popular, the Zahn and Veltch/Kennedy works ushered in a 
vibrant new era in Star Wars fiction. What we now know as the Bqpanded 
Universe continued ta evolve as Bantam Books ard Dark Horse Comics 
added a sles of new tales fo the Stor Mors mythos. 

With these new stories came new directions—and some big changes 
for the Shor ran characters. No longer just a 
rogue and asmuggler, Han Solo rraered Lela and 
became a family man, the Soles raised three chil- 
dren: wird Jacen and Jaina, and yourger brather 
Anakin, each wth their ar Spinoff nowel achern- 
ture. Luke Skywaleer, meanehile, detenmined to 
restore the Jedi Knights to thelr former glory, 
searched the galaxy for pobential students to 
attend his kedi acaderry. He also encountered 
remance with Calista, Gacrial Caplsen, ard others 
before finding true lowe with the woman who had 
once been agsigned to kill hire Mara Jade, the 
Emperor's Hand. From the ashes of the Empire rose a New Republic, built 
upon the promise of restoring freecdoen to the Gacy. 

The Bantam series introduced avast number of maw characters to the 
mythos and expanded on many characters se0n on screen for only a few 
seconds. Wedge Antilles and the palots of Roque Squadron became Fully 
developed characters starring in their own series of A-bing novels ane 
comics, The denizens of bath the Mes Eisley cantina and Jabba's palace 
were given fascinating personalities and back-storkes, Authors expanded 
on Ives and motivations of the bounty hunters of The Empire Seniees Bark, 
sometimes in unegpercted ways. And numergus Imperial warlords anc 
dark side Force-usert emerged to talee their best shot at dorinating the 
galaxy in Palpatine’s wake, only to be reminded again ane aqain that in 
ror Wars, good ahvays trump over ail, 

Other publishers—Scholastic, Berkley Books, Dorling Kindersley, 
and Ballantine soon joined the publishing family, making Star Wars 
a bigger literary propery than it had ever been before. in fact, in the 
decade since the “rebirth” of Stay Pars, the number of adult and 
young adult nowels has sSieyracketed to well ower a hundred, whale the 
comic-book count has already hit the staggering SO-issue mark. 
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Growing Pains 
Lucy Autrey Willson, Deector of Publishing at Lucas Licensing. was 
integral to the resurgence of Star Wars fiction. “When it was decided 
in 1989 to begin mew Star Wars stories,” she recalls, “there was 4 plan 
fram the beginning to develop and maintain a strong continulty. The 
continulky was founded on the established films ane radia dramas, 
and the material mew authors wen bringing to the eis,” 

Initially, Wilson say, there was not a sbromg anbenpt 6 die mew mate 
dal to evening that had been published in the past, such ad the Adareel 
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rales of newspaper strips, As such, many of the Bantam novels paid litte 
heed to the earlier goes, Howes, That policy has since changed, “Mow 
that we are blessed with a continuity database called the Halocror, 
thanks to our indhouse expert Leland Chee and to Wicards of the Ooast, 
we hawe gone back and tied po integrate everything ever published.” 
The Shar Wars universe was alreachs huge, and twas getting larger Ey 
the rronth, The post-Feturn af the Jeol era, says Wilbon, was “an Open 
playing fekd," andl new authors were invited to set their stories when 
ever they saw fit, fram zene to twenty-five years alter the films. Addis 
Lucas Licensing Managing Editer Sue Reston, “We gave the Bantam 
authors very general quidelines, They could write only in the period fol 
lowing the Betum of the Jet, they had to be trae to the characters and 
maintain the Star Wors sensibiliny, We didn’t allow authors to dispose of 
major characters unless they had created ther.” Otherwise, the Barviaers 
authors had a good deal of free reign in which to tell their spores. 
While the Bantam books were pooular, the seaming randomness of 
the books’ publishing onfeér was a source of confusion, “Ag the pro 
gram with Bantam progressed,” says Wilson, Wt became apparent that 
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readers were having trouble fitting in events and see 
Ing Che larger pichire, So we began GUILing Teetines in 
the books and comics. However, toward the end of the 
program, authors found they had ta read enonmous 
amounts of resaurce material to ensure that their stary 
dovetailed not only in the events before their setting. 
but also im the events that happened after, in rowels 
already pwblighed.” Says Wilson, “it became quite diffi- 
cuit fo maintiin an ingivigual characters personal 
growth arc. so we decided to develop one strong con- 
TiMIGUS STOP) a4 ur net adventure in publishing.” 
Therefore, when the Ster lors lloense passed from Bantam over to 
Ballantine Del Rey in 1299, anumber of changes went wabhit Ingead af 
randomly placed trilogies and one-shots, Gel Rey and LucasBooms wer 
charged with putting together one ongaing storyline under a single 
impeinc, complete witha new recuning thiat tothe qalzey, ange roster 


“When authors write 
individual novels. 
they tend to Lill off 
a lot of the cool 
new characters 
they invent” 


—Lucy Auneey Wilson, 
(Carer of Pubiarbare, end Lire Ln 





of characters te join these previously established, and an 
eyeon making sure readers would no longer have tirou- 
ble keeping the chronology straight in their heads, Thus 
was born The New Jedi Order. 


Maturity 
“The New Jedi Order beaks fron Del Rey” Wilson explains, “are iit- 
tenand published chronologically and span five years. This was quite 
Sak On Gur part as we werent ceriain we could sustain a afrong 
readership through this bong series” vWinh The Mow 

Jedi Order drawing near an end, Wilton poets out 

thar the series is as strang as ever—and getting 

stranger as each book releases. As editors, ft is easier 

1d Manage the conminuiqy witha the sees, and people 
seem wery happy with having the books come out 
chronologically.” She adds, “Whee authors write indi 
vidual mowels, they tend to kill ofa lot of the cool new 
Characters they inven Ad 4 re@sule, the Barter novels 
hed a bot af different enemies. By coming up with a five- 
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year master plan in The New fedi Order stony arc, we 
avoided this problern.” 

As ‘with the Bantam books, the Del Ay lime brought 
with @ a number of changes to the Shar Mars galaxy, 
including the mariage of Lukes ard Mara fin Dark Horse 
Comics Stor Mars: Uinian 1-1 }and the bith oftheir som, 
Ben. According ta Rosberi, each of the The Hew Jedi 
Ceder euthors knows up front where in the timeline 
Their povel begins and erds are are old what major 
events to include. “But even with those major events,” 
Retion Gon out, Texibilay i paramount Continuity and characber 
integrity, along with bellevable situations, are Important, and greaq naw 
Pies are esiential Agprewal are handled by the Lucasfilm editorial 
team, working in close partnership with Del Rey's ecitors” 

Shelly Shapirs, Del Rey's Editorial Director in charge of Seor Mors fic- 
tlon, was among those who developed The Mew Jedi Order concept 
“We wanted to keep more contral ower the developement of unfolding 
events inthe galaay,” Shaping says, “in onder to allow for mone charac= 
ter development and natural growth. From that idea came the idea for 
Ore hore shory an.” Aeeerding to Shapira, several goals were fenemcet 

in her mind. “First of all... we wanbed it to fee! like there wars .a single 
central story running throughout the series, We didnt achually intend 
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for it ta be quire so linear—we really did plan for a lot of side achwen- 
ures to occur in the paperbacks—but if just didn’t tum out that way." 
"Seconel” adel Shapira, “mary of ws ere tired of the already eyser- 
resuipchated Empire” Follnwing the defeats of Grand 
Admiral Thrawn im Aer to lie Emre and the cloned 
Emperorin Sark Emaler, the books feagured a longchaln of 
Imperisk-of-the-week with plans of galactic domination, 
This was something Shapira and others wished ta avoid, 
“Frankly, | always felt that allowing the Emperor to 
Coerne back—even via a clima—was a rmeistabe, | fale if 
took away from the victory of the first three movies, 
minimized all Luke, Leia, and Hon had toughs for ane 
wont | thought it was bong pest time the galawy faced 
Sea 1areaL” 
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Enter the Yuuzhan Uong 


Creating the Yuuzhan Vong wes 4 callaborative effort. Dark Horse 
Comics introduced thie firss vargiiand of the Fuushan Vang invasion, 
Ron Ano, i its second Crimson Empire series, “Council of Blood,” Anor 


Pulled the strings of Imperial upstart Sandel Casivus, 
who yesmed ta rule what was left of the Eripire, 

Auihors Mike Aichardson and Randy Stradley's take on 
Anor's species was thas, bing from another galany, they 
were truly shen in form, and thus wore humanoid tkack- 
Ing amnioned suits wher interacting with beingsin the Séar 
Wors galacy. The concept of the Yuuzhan Veng being 
nonhuman wad later changed, fora variety of nezsons, 
and the orginal concept for the qrané-galactic invasion 
eyed with the addition of immut from other creators. 

“Working together with Ballantineé and the early 
authors.” Aosteni recalls, “we created a backgreund for 
the species and some general attributes. We wanted a species whose 
technology was organic in nature, which censicered anything 
mechanical a blaspherny.” 

The inktial creative team added a fanatical religious aspect to the 
Huuchan eng, 26 well apenchant for war and sacrifice. They decided thar 
the invaders had slowly destrayod their own qaly with biotechnology, 
Rosner Papo, and thus meeded a mew home, 

Motall the dotads were worked out from the begin- 
nrg, ard subsequent authors have added gheir cen 
atrinutes fo the Yuuran Woe. Im fact, the orginal 
concept was different in at least ome profound way. 

“Tey Gur fist creative sessions,” says Shapira, the 
Yuuzhan veng were dark Force-users from another 
galaxy. That was nixed fram on high 50 we made 
them camplacely ron-Force.” 

That change led ta.an intriguing teist om the orig- 


name? Th 


inal films. “An interesting point about the original 
mavies wore that the bad guys were high-tech—the 
SLormilraapers wore armbar, there wars thie Death Star, ated 46 on—while 
the geod guys seemed more provincial, more low-tech—with the 
exception of the Aewings, But by the time The Mew Jedi Order tales 
place, the Neve Republic is pretty high-tech, As a marter ef fact, wher | 
read my first Bantarn Star Mio books, Iwas surprised at how ‘sclence 
faenion-y" (hey felt—much more so than the mayvies, in ey epinion.” 
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The obits decision was to minor the cocbrast seen inthe movwies— 
but with the roles nwersed: the heroes being high-tech, the villains hay- 
ing @ bit-bated culbure. “From that, more evoheed, including same 
Yuughan Vor developments that | with we'd stayed 
avvery from,” laughs Shapiro, “though | veon‘t name then! 


The Ineuntability 

of Death 

In 1977, the wonder and innocence of Luke Skywalker 
reflected the nalveté of the world. By 1991, audiences 
were fess naive But Still quite ootimistic about the 
future==and in keeping with the parallel, the early 
Banléen novels had & darker tome than the movies, but 
the good guys still won, 

These days, our world Is a much more frightening 
place, and it’s mo longer certain that the goad guys will win. 
Interestingly, such has become the cument state of the Srar Mars iani- 
verse as well, forimortality has become a possibility in the Gel Rey nay: 
th—=even fora main characte, Shapine ooeiders it natural that warld 
charges would sffect the tone of the Ster Mors universe, for thode 
changes would hawe affected the creators of the stories, 

“Authors and editors have a different view of the 
world these days,” she says. “and | think readers 
capect different things af their entertainment. For 
example, compare current SF movies with A Mew 
Hope, ared the latter can seem very show. These days, 
thanks to MTV, moviegoers epect 4 faster pace and 
Alot of flashing between scenes” 

Even 30, The lineata chesth of beloved con- 
tral characters in A.A, Salvatore’s Vector Prime and 
Tray Denning's Sor Oy Stor stunned fans. The plan 
to kill off some major characters, says Shapira, 
came from “the feeling of stagnation that seened 

to hang ower the earlier books, Nothing significant ever changed Im 
them. Character development was suck in a nut. Mo one deemed to 
know what to do with Han anpidre, now that he wasn't a smuggler or 
malitary guy; Luke was impossible to deal with, arice he'd become so 
omnipotent Leia was getting too sodt with all her constang diplomacy.” 
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Shapiro's goal: ta shake up the characters, ta show that they can't 
ASUnL Gn surviving everything tarown at them, 

Ina point meoting with Del fey amd Dark Hone editors and aughors. 
41rial balloon was floated to have Luke die in an upcoming novel. This 
suggestion was, famunately, weteed by Geange Lucas himself, However, 
Del Rey and Lucasfilm still fett that amajor character's death was needed 
TO coe inde readers that they couldn't oouUNT on the status quo forever, 

“Everyone was comvinced that only Luke's death would suficlentiy 
shakeup the readershes,” says Back Horse editor Randy Stradley, “but 
the alternative seemed obvious tome. | pointed aut that there was a 
character whose death would have an impect far beyond his overall 
prasence in the angaing story line, | said, ‘Kill Cheaie—kill the ferry 
dog! Of course, I didn't knoe how nght | wast” 

Says Shaping, “Lasing Chease shaak Han to the core, as well as 
atfectineg the other characters. tt also upped the ante for the readers. 
Drhink when you truly fear for the ie of 4 character, then that charac- 
ters victories become that much mere powerful,” 

Sul, not everyone would agree, 2s she admits. Many readers com- 
plained that so much ceath is making the Sra Wars galaxy “too clark ard 
dreans” Pury over Anakin Solo’s death, though, surprised Shapira. “The 
furiny thing werd thal So many people seemed te dishke the kids so much 
that was waned noone would core! But | quess we succeded in bulld- 
ng up Anakin's character enough, because people 
were quite unhappy with us when he died, 

*Anakin's death,” Rostoni reflects, “may mat have 
had ihe Tremendous shock of Cheywie's death, bur 
many readers had similar reactions. Anakin was well 
fed, and obviouily Lukes protege Readers reacted 
‘with outage that we didn’t shop with Cheeahe Bow, 
not andy had we engineered the death of another 
main character, but also another character when 
readers lowed." She adds, “Some peaple look to Star 
Wiad for an escape from realny, an escape fren beaer- 

wrenching world everts,.and were very angry with us 
for shatter thie safe place they came to for refuge.” 

The death of a main character—ot any character—b nod an easy ore, 
and Chevie’s death was an especially dificult decision.” Apetani 
acknowledges. in the Bantam lime, she fests, readers were relaxed in the 
knowledge that ma matter the crisis, it was only a matter of pages 
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before everthing was successfully resolved. in crafting The Mew Jedi 
Order, Cher. it was important to Rovio that the Stor viors books regain 
that lost edge of realism amd tension, “War is war, and people—includ- 
iney ever) one—are killed, Death, a3 well 23 lif, has profound meaning 
and consequences, and we do not make these decisions lightly.” 
Despite the negative resction from some readers, Rostand and Wilson 
Sind behind their decision ad ome tha will “srengiien characters and 
give our readers hope in the face of achersity.” Stor Mars is uiglmately 
abaut geod winnlrey oer eyil they srress, ard than concept is still alive 
and well in Stor ors publishing. “Reader may bo very surprised,” hints 
Wilon, “at The unexpected ending of The Wee bedi Order series~ 


(A New) Hope for the Future 
“We ane always looking Hor ine authors,” say Accor, “whe can eran 
late Steyr Fors into their own voices and still be faithful to the prop 
ety.” 30 hor can writerhopetuls become pact of The Mew Jedi Order 
author line-up? Bottom lines thery can't. 

“Before folks gla sending in their Stor Wors movels—the ones 
thay we been working on for years—please know that Lincastiln and 
Gel Rey do mot read any unsolicited manuscripts or outlines.” All Shar 
Ways movelists, se gays, are carefully Selected alter discussions with 
Gel Rey all are professional writers with published wark inthe science 
fetion andor fantasy genes. and mary ane sevard-winners. 

Fan responses to the novels, comics, or any other branch of the Sar 
Fors Expanded Universe are, of courie, abaya eveloame. Wile love ta hear 
from: our fan about what characters and periods of history they would 
like to read about after the release of Episode Ill in 
OOS" says Wikor 

Fans can take heart, for no sheetage of Srar Mio 
fictien $2 to Gomme their way. Wilson assures that 
several “eaciting mr prajacts” are in development 

bo take readers up through 2008, and Shor Vos 
Wighkter readers can be sure fo expect updanes af 
more information becomes avallahle, im dune 2002, 
Del Rey is 629 lo release Sotfepainé inwhich Mace 
Windu retunmns to his Separatisteoccupled home 
wold §6 retue fellow Jedi Master Depo Billaba 
This will be the publisher's first book in The Clone 
Wars 2a, an event that will span novels, youth fic- 
ion, Omics, video Gane: e-books, ane short story fiction, “Afber 
2005," Wilson adds, “clouded thee future is.” 
Shapira admits thag there are no plans asf et for hat wil happen 


‘after the The Whew Jedi Order. “We are limited onty by our imaginations, 
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BATTLE OF GEONOSIS. aired lemdced back te Mace, “Hire 
= j 7 a am | ta serve, Master Windu?" 

Aayla Secura supomssed a rising . ‘ F This 6.2 delicate mmssian, Aayla, 
tense of arodety as the entered the “s a. ¥ 2 one that requires guile and intelli: 
council chamber high im the Jedi %. —_ gence, Ao JUNE marlial prowess. fou 
Teme Jedi Master Mace Windu stood ae Rcd have prowen yoursetf with the Lytter at 
with his back t¢ one of the arched win- oi ae? Geonasa." 

dows that rwealed an expanse of Coruscant an Duourse™ "But the farmer, Master 

cityacape. To the right of the doorway stood “| hawe meditated on this matter, and you are the 


another Jedi sniffing at the petal: of a flower placed ina 

veall niche, He was 2 Caamasi with long and supple fmbs. Golden 

down covened his body, with purple far masaing his eyes and 

sweeping Up in stipes to his crown. 
Ayla Bowed toward Mace Wind, “rorgeke nny lateness, Mlaster.” 
Aut first, flac nodded slowdy. as if only distantly hearing her. Then he 

looked ug at the Tae and gawe her a more certain nod, clasping his 
| hands atthe small of his back. Aayla falta wave of serenigy flow through 
the Force, from the dedi Master to her. He said. Though the war leaves 
Lif thinking that there's nota second to bose, Os ane ruot late, Aight 
now, the portal of opportunity we're afforded is mot yet closed” 

He nodded na the other Jedi, This is enie irkla, a Jedi Rright of 
Caamas. He'll wark with you on this pasticular assignment.” 

The Caamasi afered Aayla & fender hand, and she shook it Yenic 
held her hand firmly, but she knew he was eeening only a fraction of 
Aid strength, The fluid mation with which he had turmeed to greet her 
suggested speed and power that would make hin a fonmedabike war- 


rior. With his long reach, Tenic could be a deadly duclist if he were at 
all practiogel with a lightsaber, 






















right chaice.” 

“Hes, Master,” said Aayla. She wondered what Windu was leaving 
unsaid, But she quelled the questions in ter mired. 

Mace modded in acknowledgement of her discipaine. “Conciia, 
due te the inflvence of Garm bel Iblis, had declored fte=lf neutral im 
the curent conflict, Despite this stance, both the Republic ard 
‘Confederacy of Independent Systems exert some influence on 
the warkd. Along with a few other neutral weelds, Corellia has 
become a haven for rehugees fram both sides.” 

Agila raiged one epebroey a5 she gradpeed the inmpaice- 
tion. “And havens for those who would profit from 
trade with bath shes?” 

“Your knowledges of trading peactions on 
Feloth serves you well, Aayla.” Mace smiled 
brietly before comparing his face in ai 
More serious expression. “In prepar- 
ing) For thee war, the Tedhind 
Union starbed marry dowel 
Oprient projects. 


host of the researchers hac litthe concept of how thee work would 
be used, but one of them figured things out. Hid narné i Aatri Tane. 
He stole hes project's critical files and the only working protetype of 
some very Vall ble circuitry. He's sent his wife and child into hiding 
and he has made his way to Corellia, From there he seeks to hire 
Thar Cod place where he and his family can live in peace” 

“Tane is From Corellia?” asked Aayila, 

“Ho, Coruscant, though his wife was from Cormellla—the city of 
Coronet.” Mace ran a hand over his Jaw. We believe Tane stole the 
prototype and files as insurance in case the Teche Union found his 
family before his return.” 

Aayla nodded. “And you want us to find hin amd renieyve the files?" 

“Yes.” he seid. “But it must be done quietly.” 

“Will we have any help fram the Jedi on Copellia?” 

Mace shook his head. “No, and that is why you must be careful, 
They have become gamewhat ... lenitarial, and with the politics of 
the system being as complex as they are, this is understandable, 
When Corellia declared tee neutral in this conflict, loyalties 
within the Bedi there were split. Siding with the 
Republic might bring the war to the Corellian sys- 
tam, the systenn they've san bo pene." 

Aayla frowned. “But they ane Jedi" 

Vlenit opened a hand. “They are 
Jedi, and will defend the peace in 
Their System.” 

“And ifwe need them ta defend 
peace in the galaxy?” said Aayla. 

Mace shock his head, “That is a 
matter for later, Aayla. Your mis= 
slon is to find Tame and extract 
him Ylenic hes been to Corallla 
before, The te of you will fly a 
smuggling ship, and you will be in 
command. You will be looking to 
Tite ary munnbeer of cargoes, Eiut sill 
prefer passengers. To Tane, you will 
appear to be the perfect eicape from 
Corellia. Briefing files haw almady been keaced 
inte Your ship's compuber 

Aayla smiled, much preferring the undercover role of a 
smuggler te being 4 slave diressed in too lithe to conceal a comiink, 
much less a lightsaber “I've seen plenty of smugglers and seedy 
pilats. | can do this.* 

Mace nodded and held up 4 hand. “You can expect to find the 
Techno Union hiring a variogy of criminals to find Tane You must be 
especially wary of Gotale Their hones make them sensitive to ence 
tions and possibly owen the Force. They are cameron ameng the 
Criminals of Cerone, 2a webch for them." 

“lunderstand,” she said, growing excited at the prospect of this 
mission. Through the Force, she sensed bath Mace aind Ylenic react 
te her unchecked delight. She reined in that emotion and glanced 
down. shall be very careful, Master,” 


Mace nodded sotemnb. know in you we ve made the right choice,” - 


Ayla settled into the co-pilot’s seat in the cockpit ef the Kuat 
Leisure 121-8 modified yacht Flore. “Gear's all stowed. What do we 
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have fora carga?” 

Yenic punched a button on the command console, “Foodstults, 
readily, Delecacies that ex-patricts can’t live without. Weill get a 
good price for them,” 

She laughed. “Do you think the Jedi Council i much concerned 
about that? 

The Caamasi shook his head and punched the ignition contial 
Sequence inte The ships camnputer. The ships tein turbines came 
online with a whines. Ylenlc shunted power to the repuloorlif, coals, 
and the ship fested delicately before rising into Coruscant airspace. 

They were departing from a commercial spaceport so they would 
attract fitthe or no attention. Although Aayla did not like to dewell on 
the Proseect, she was certain there were both mechanical anc fving 
ipees watching the Jedi Temple and all other sensitive areas on 
Coriscant to transmit date to the Separatet leader Count Dooku— 
Wherever he was. 

Vilenic received clearance to eave the atmosphere, set the maviga- 

tonal computer fer the prescribed catbound vector, and switched 

on the autopilot. The Flare beft the angular sir¢ams of 
daily traffic behind, and soared past the highest 
towers to join a thin ling of ships departing 
ihe Republic's capital. Aayls watched the 
ether ships, big and small, private and 
commercial, and even a few vessels 
with the gitincine read fuulls derce- 
ing official Republic duty. 

“Hoi rmiany oF those ships do 
you figure are leaving on secret 
missions?” she asked. 

The Caamasi groiled. 7) would 
think, Ayla, that all of them camry 
secrets of one® sort or another. 

lilicit operations, | would assume 
far most A mission ike ours? One or 
hard, perhaps.” 
“You're probably right” 
“Ar (7° The Caarnasi’ amber eyes soft- 
ened slightly. “How do you draw that conmeclu- 
sian? | arn quessing without @& shred of 
evidence—neo sense of the Force, just idle speculation,” 

“Tt seemed o:rect toa me" Aye felt codor fee to her cheeks and 
straak ber lekku, 

“This question should mot be a cause of embarrasement, fayla 
The Force mighy well speak to ye i ways it dees rat me” 

She thought about that possibility as the ship made the transition 
from atmosphere to the dark cod of apace. The Flore inverted, giv- 
ing her a view of Comuscant’s surface, especially the qlewing lines 
and flickering lights of the night side. The skylames appeared like 
glant circuits with luminescent electrons moving along them. She 
Ricked one out and focused the Foro on it, trying to recelwe sore 
monme of its purpose, She Tele nothing the could consider even the 
merest of impressions. : 

“Probably not the Force” she admitted, “but & guess on my 
Part, too.” 

Ylanic oniled and scanned the Computer neadout. “At least we ane 
guessing along the same lings. This bodes well for our effort We are 
clear for the jump to hyperspace.” 

Aayla nodded and gave the order, Ga." 


The Caamasi flicked tum lesers forward, engaging the hyperdrive. 
The ship lurched forsand and the stars went fram pingricks to bard 
all pointed down inta a well thal exploded upat them and filled the 
viewport with bright light. Agyla raised her hand to shield her eyes 
before the view part dampers kicked in. 

Weric madded. “We will make she jaumey in faur jumps. [his 
course will add several hours over 8 direct trip, but it will mask aur 
Boing cf origin, & will aise brag us inte the Corellian system on a 
vector that is not much watched by pirates” 

“Good thinking,” she said dry. “l would haw suggested of 
approved that planing.” 

YWenic reached out with his right hand and patted ber on the left 
shoukher, “Yes, Aayla. you are in charge of this operation, bur as pour 
Pilot i sought mat ta bother pau ish this sort of tedious detail.” 

She gave him 4 quick smile and a nod. Tdo wonder why Macter 
Windy placed me in command.” 

*Go you?” The Caamasi canted his head to the se. “This means 
you Gouet the wim of cur Masters, or ebe you doubt yourpel, 

"Our Masters, no” She shook her head finmby. “But myself, yes, a 
bet. am hardly the most eqperiended Jedi Knight in the galaxy, or 
even onihis ship. You have been a Knight longer than |. so] wonder 
why lam not subordinate to your" 

This 6 simple: while | have been to Corellla before, | have filled a 
more traditional rale. The Casmasi often counsel and mediate, 
4nd this is what! do medt of the tire. Miy skills as a pilot ore 
likewise valued, but sekdam have | spent thne among 
the people we will meet while seeking Tane.” 

Wienics voice hac srengch, Bit it cane quiet ard 
warm. She liked listening to him, and watching his right 
hand move through the air as he spoke made his com- 
ments almest hypreatic. What be had sald about the 
Caamasd was tue. and they were highly valued for their 
skill. They were ales Kran as pociligns ard, try ae she 
might, she coukd not remember ewer seeing or heanng of 
anather Caamasi edi. 

Jayla commented an that fect, and Ylonke nodded as if expecting 
the remark. Tt is froe, we Caamadi have not produced many Jedi. 
In is athe true ihat | arn a pacifist,” 

“But here you are, willing to take part in a war.” She frowmed. 
“Dhoni that vidlate your philogeshryt?” 

“Ther ik a point at which pacifism, while seeming good. can 
serve the dark side” 

“Hor caer Chat be? 

His fingers extended, then half-curled back in on themaelves. 
There are thade eapecially withie lhe Confederacy, whe could char 
acterize the Jedi as bloody-handed and aggressive waerices. Is that 
accurate” 

“Ho, Jedi are defenders of peace, coumseors. iWe use our combat 
skills only asa last resort, onhy when forced to." 

"Exaoily, So. while we value peace and abhor wiolance, we knw 
there & a point where we may hawe to place our lives between those 
Sf innecen and people who wauld Rar ther.” 

“Cleary.” 

‘Ths just as clear, Aayls,. when paciim becomes evil F beings are 
capaileof protecting oahers but refise to take action to preserve thelr 
own sense of peace, they are being selfish. They place themmetres and 
Their sense of peace over the peace of others, and so they defend a phi- 
lasophy instead of lives. in this wary, they fail everyone. This is where 










































thelr chotoe bs evil" 

She nodded slowly. Ta do 
nothing in the face of evil was to 
condone it and permit if to prosper. 
“This Tare. then, if be being ail 

Ylenic’s face screwed up in concentration, 
and Aeyls caught a quick sense of some emotion 
she couldnt Identify. 

“He is.acting to sewe his family,” said the Caamasi, "so 
Deda kdl thank. met" 

She nodded. “What you say is wise 

The Caamaéd nodded appreciatively. 1] have 4 question, if you 
do not enim? Why mo you foie ourself 

‘Lam young. | am inexperienced.” She searched his face. locking 
for any sign in his arnber eyes that these reasons rang tre for bir 
She caught flicwers through the Faroe, but nothing more. “This is a 
delicate missean. 1 it goes wrong. 2 might create 4 bad feeling with 
The Corellian geweniment. They might see aur efor as the Republic 
interfering in their affairs, and that might help ally them with the 
Separations, That i quite a log of responsibiling to deal wah.” 

"Good points, all” His eyes manowed slighth. “Goes ft concern 
you Uhat you have daub 

Aayla thought for a moment, then a moment honeger. “Mo, | thin: 

itis good. | trust in my ssills and training, but without doubts, 

Within fealizing That things could spin Gaue of conimol, 
1 would become arrogant, 2 failing that could lead to 
the clark side." 

“Wor good, Aayla Secura.” Ylenic smiled broadly. 
“Haw you knew why you ame vearthy of being 
enirusted with so lmponant a mlgsien,” 


Both Aaa and Yenic managed be deep and meditate an the 
journey, so they arived in the Corellian system refreshed and ready 
to act. A pair of security fighters loomed them over as they came in 
past Selosia, bur flight control cleared em on a vector tor Corellia, 
The city of Coronet was just slipping inte dusk as they landed at ane 
of the matiad speaceports in the seaside city. 

The lights had just begun going in the section of the town known 
as Treasure Ship Row. Aayla found that the place paled in compari 
son be Coruscant bat than could nightly be said of ary other city im 
the Aepublic. Though then had been itle inthe way of cloud cover 
onthe flight in, once VWenic landed and popped lhe hatch, the city's 
humedity dragged at her. 

Aayla shiwened. “This air pust feels wrong” 

Wenic arated and wrinkled his nose. Th smells worse.” 

They had chosen clothes that suited both their assumed 
roles and thea personal preterermces, For Ylenac 1his was 
aoned kilt that ran to his knees, with small boots and a 
Sleeveless Glue packet {hat buttoned to the throat 
and had long tails in the back, Qwer that he haul 
thrown 3 black cloak that shrouded his farm 
and bet hirn eagily conceal his lighteabey, 

Aayla bound her lekku ina braid 
of black and Srown leather 
Strips that attached to her 
traditional Tvlek 


ETGR WEED LHEIOER 


headgear, Black boots cans te her knees, and red- and black-striped 
leggings from there to her waist, A black and red tunic than was cul to 
expose to midriff and cleavage matched the leggings. While she took 
no great pleasure in revealing clothes, she kre such raiment was 
both unnestrictive in combat and distracting during trade neqgoatia- 
thong, A black merfhide jacket cut shert enough to reveal of band of 
bhut flesh at her waist completed the outfit and ler her conceal her 
lightiaber within easy reach. 

A number of “commodities brokers” approached the ship and 
immediately began bargaining for the cargo. Aayla haggled with a 


Pleasuine that surprised her. She mbervtally split the bot and sold off - 


each piece, pitting broker against broker. She refrained frorn using 
the Force to sway the brokers, but could sense avarice building as 
the bidding grew furious, and than panic rising as the prices became 
toa dear. Within half an hour, she had disposed of everthing at a 
they protic. 

As she finished, firyla noticed Ylenie talking to pre of the beakers 
who had withdrawn from bargaining as they learned the Flare car- 
ried nothing in the way of serous contraband. She 
Peolinely refused the offer of a drink with «flapping 
Toydarian and wandered over to join the 
Caamasi. The tao shady brokers, a cloaked 
human and a Devaronian, acknewl- 
edged her with a mod before leaving. 

Flenic ommled at her. “You enjoyed 
yoursel®” 

Aayla nodded but then froze for 
a moment. “l thought | had kept 
my emotions closed to the Force” 

You did, bur you alea smiled, 
and your victims were relheved 
when the bidding was over.” He 
gestured casually In the direction of 
the retreating brokers. “Those two 
asad whar we wer looking te take 
away with us. | suggested that while the 
held was sufficient for alrea, anythin, 
a yacht carries passengers better than carga, 
Word will soread, and if Tane has been making 
inquiries, her willl find us." 

Fram the data files they'd recened from Master Windu, Aayla 
knw they were booking for a human mabe of average height and 
weight, with green eves, light hair, and a recently grown full beard. 
As humans went, he was not bad lesking and mot very old. Scall, there 
was something about him that senmed unlike a research scientist, 

Then again, she mused silently, iF he were mothing more than a 
typical diatewormn, he newer would have undertaken the theft or sent 
his farnily away to safety. 

Wlenle pointed ta one of the passageways heading north. “Our 
friends indicated that those who seck quiet passage off Corellia 
often ieok for opportunities at a canting called Homestar. | sug- 
gested we would find our way there.” 

They headed out together, with Yenic clear shortening hit 
strides to match her galt Dospite wearing a chaak, he moved quietly. 
[fhe Weren't (here 6: the edge of her vision, she might have thought 
he had vanished, 

Leading him would have Gren easy, she thought, as they neoved 
from the freight section of the spacepart to the passenger terminal. 
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Threngs of people milled about—predominantly hurnan ard 
Selenian, but with enough Meimoidians, Gevaronians, Weequays, 
Klatooinians, and even Bith to cdemenstrate what an iPnpartant 
crossroads Corellia had become since the war beqan. 

Aayla watched far Gatals and spied ane lurking mear a group of 
Neimoidians. She saw no other obvious dangers, and even frorn the 
Heimoidiane she sensed no malevolence. She knew it was foolish to 
assume that owory member of a particular species would be im lock- 
step with its leadership, but she decided to err on the side of caution 
and keep her senses open for potential enemies, 

“I've spotted a Gotal* she whispered to Ylenic. 

“There wat a poco,” Wie he meticed beer suprise, the Caarnasi 
tapped his nose lighth. “They have ascent of old sweat ane mildew," 

“Fur | theaght they docked bed.” 

They exited thraugh another portal and turned east. The crowed 
thinned as they moved farther from the spaceport On the kibonveter- 
lang walk, the passages grew dim in a few sper, but They encaun- 

tered no trouble. That didn’t mean Aayla couldn't sense people 

lurking in the darkness, but de and venice were judged 

by the out of their clothes, so they aroused no 
Special interest in thee urban predators. 

Trgasure Ship Aew—ar simply “the 

Row," as natives seemed to call ite—sur- 

pried her because of the codretic 

overlay of lights and signs. All were 

Bright and kept in good repair. 

They gave the area an air of 

respectability, which she sus- 

pected was meare po shield the 
establishments from the scorn of 
iS commercial neighbors than ary 
fear of outrage from its visitors. 





Hemestar stood a quarter of the 
way along the Row, om the seuth 
side. It could have been mistaken for a 
Planetarium of any other wearld. The 
music issuing forth might have dissuaded 
Some free making that mistake, but otherwise 
the fagade seermed plain. tt did not excite the senses 
and, save far the odd collection of people coming and 

going, could have been described as unremarkable, 

As Aayvia and Yenic entered the place, however, “unremarkable” 
gave wary te Tnmnpassible,” The ceonvay opened on a fall and wide set 
of stairs beading down into a round pit floor. A circular bar dominated 
The center, with concerviric rings of round and curved tables spread- 
ing out arocend it. All arcund the walls and hanging from the ceiling 
were platforms and cages in which dancers undulated to the music. 
The band played on a stage directly opposite the stairs, and the area 
in front of their stage had been cleared for patrons to dance. 

Ard dancing They were, in combinations of ipecies that defied 
cataloging. And the manner in which they danced sent a shiver 
down Aayia's spine. She knew enough of the art to pass as a dancer, 
and she had a Twi'lek’s delight in the sensuous movements a boy 
cam make. These beings om the dance floor might well have been 
having fun, but to her eye they appeared te be writhing spastically 
4s the result of some excruciating poison. 

Yienic shout his nodirils completely. “Wa, | do not like how they 
fook, either.” 




















































The Cademasi led the wey down to the floor and halfevey around an 
the bef. Inthe centenmost of the table-rings they found a small space 
where they could stand. Ylenic mowed around so he faced aay from 
the bar, and she stood facing him. allowing them to cower the entire 
cantina. They punched In their drink orders ona small datapad built 
me the table Soon a droid brought them ted tumblers of Corellian 
whiskey, which they left untouched on the tabbe 

Ag dhe studied people, Asyla could defintely 24 that Jedi on 
Corellia mist have thee hands full, The war had exacerbated the situ 
ation by bringing in a bot of beings under a lot of pressure—and 
Siding fo lhat mis agents of ener side who waribed To cause crouble, 

And if war came ta this place... she shivered. Geanosls had 
been 4 wasteland before the battle, but the aftermath was sill 
hidg@ous, Gralds blown into shards, Geonosians dead In droves, 
Jedi kl@fled and hideousty maimed. Amd the bosses among the clone 
ranks were appadling, 

Yhenic laid a hand on her forearm. “Whast Is the matter? 

“Judit remembering the fest battle,” she seid 

Yhenic nodded, "It must have been terrible, While | would have 
gladly stood with my comeades, | am happy ida not carry memories 
of that event with ene,” 

“There she ist With a leathery slap of his wings, Lorfo, the Toydanan 
fron the spaceport, laided on the edge cf their table, You were che 
best bargainer at the part, so | havea deal for you." 

She shat him a withering glance, but something beyond 
han caught her eye, Aayla tapped the back of Ylenics 
hand. “To your wight, fifty deqnees. That's him, near the 
tevee Genta,” 

Yhenic locked and then modded and breathed 
Geephy. “1 have him, ard then” 

"| have a doal for you, pretty one,” Lorfo repeated, 
chucking. “Forget them. Their boss would have noth- 
Ineg for you.” 

Aaya frowned at Lorio. “Mot now.” She mowed past the 
Toydarian and staeted arcune ihe ring of tables on the ouqside, 
‘flenic minored ber path on the inside. 

The Gotals spotted Tane at the tare time 26 the Jedi and 
started directly tevward him. He save them and spun, looking for an 
cape route. 

Asila felt someone grb her ight shoulder. She paigted away 
and, without thinking, flicked her left hand at the Toydarian clinging 
fo her, Se gave him only a ley push wilh thee Force, but that was 
enough to bounor him back onto their table, slashing their drinks 
oma a pair of Grand. The two alien inked all sie of heir eyes inh sur- 
prise ard grabbed Lane 

Awyle’s ection had alerted the Gatals. GQne continued after Tane, 
while the other drew a blaster and fired a shot af Aayla, 

Time showed for her evenias she saw him reach for his weapon As 
in did Treen a wellvorn hobter ard a thumb srapped ihe safeny off, 
her right hand had disappeared into ber jacket and grasped the sil- 
wer odinder of her lightsaber, She had if out and pointed down 
before he finished aiming at her, When he hit the tigger, she ignited 
the blue blade and batted the scarlet bok high, making it past 
Retina Teo caged dancers, 

The reusic sevalloweed both the whine of the first bolt aind Lorfo’s out- 
raged cries, but the bghtel the second bolt statbened Homestar's pabrorns 
Jawda had ta deflect it high again, for if she mizsed in trying to direct tt 
back at the shooter, she'd GID dancers of members of the bane. The 







patrons panic spread 
bo the dancers, and the band 
faltered, save for the lone Dorenian 
Beshiniguel player tears) off on a oriff in 
courter-poing fo the whine of blaster batts. 

The bolts not ant diiperted the crowd but 
showed the Gotals’ allies the location of thelr 
foes. Fully alive in the Force, Aayla felt SoM Sone 
coming at her back She spun, bringing the sizzling ble 
blade around and down through a wrist. The hand and the 
Vib roblade it had been hodding dropped away, cc cenpanied 
by a hiss of pain. She clipped her attacker on the head with the 
Blunt end of her lightsaber and slashed right, driving away 
another bolt. 

She spun to follow her cut and drogped into a crouch to scythe 
the Glade through the feriter pose of a table, The gunna wit hae 
leaped upon it tipped and tattered, then pitched ower, His blaster 
Sprayed an are Of fire toward fhe ceiling 25 he went. With a minor 
thrust in the Force, Aayla pushed him inta twa oabers muffians, 
Spilling the bat of them te the Floor. 

A Winn uay baped over the tanghe of limits and cane at her witha 
truncheon held low in his right hand. His thumb hits button, and the 
end of the weapon sparked as he thrust if at her, Aayla shifted one 

Rerright knee and brought the bide up and over in a cut that 
theered the trunchean in half, She ducked her shoulder, 
catching the Woequay inthe stomach, and tossed hin ug 

and over in & somercault that toppled another table. 

Panic ane fear sured through the cantina, and in 

its wake cane a near silence. Patrons and dancers 

had fled the Building of crouched behind whatever 

cover they could find, fava glanced left and save 
lene, hit cloak off, his green lightsaber glearning. 
Around hin laya cumber of nuffians, all of them radlat- 
ing enough pain for her to know they were alive and likely 
To stay that way, 

Four humans pushed im against the tide of customer fleeing 
Trough the entrance. Three of them, fed men ared a worian, wore 
the greeneancebleck untoems of CarSec officers. in thelr wake fal 
lowed 4 ball man, quite slender, with black hair and cold gray eyes. He 
paused hatfiay diovan then sales to tabor in the whioks score as his peo 
ple rushed focward, drew their blasters. and leveled them at the Jedi. 

Fhenic’s blade varnished, and Aayla likewise exteguished hers, 
Gne ofthe CorSec officers put his blaster back im its holster and bent 
te check the one-anded man who had been wielding the vibrob- 
lade. He glanced back at his boss, got a mad. then produced a 
comling and called for medical services, 

The tall man approached Aayla and waved Yhendc over, 
“Lam inspector Hostek Hoen of the Corellian Security Force. 
You are Jagdih 

Aayla hesitated for a manent, but before she could 
anéwer, Wenic spoke. “Yes, Inspector, we are Jedi, 
passing through the aysbem. We inquired at the 
Spaceport where mute and food might be 
had for weary tavelers, and we wen 
directed here.” 

Hort raised an epelrow 
“You ane mot dinesoed as 


Jedi" 
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Aayla modded. “Given the neutrality of Corellia, we thought keep 
ing our presence hidden would avaid creating Unnecessary henson” 

“Unfortunately, Inspector, it did not” The Caamasl patted Aayla 
gently on the shoulder. “These individuals hoped my companion 
would wear something reore revealing and dance far them, | yas 
taken as hanmless, since | am Caarnasi.” 

Aayla opened her sendes to the Force, trying to determine 
whether Ylenéc was using a Jedi technique to influence the inspec: 
foe's mid, He was mot She did know the ability to manipulate 
minds dapended on the target's strength of will, She suspected, 


quite strongly, that inspector Hon would have been close to impos- ~ 


sible te influence thar way. 

More Corsec officers anived and began to gather the casualties. 
Horm studied those being hauled away in silence, He nodded, “This 
oew's caused trouble before. Theyre not going to tell us anything, 
There don't sem to be any other witresies, 26 your version of 
events must be the truth,” 

He looked closely af Aayla. “Unless there's anything else you 
wont to tel opt" 

“Aot.a thing, Inspector” 

“Defending yourselves it nota crinke, but 
Mil need to see your identification.” He 
pulled a dataped fran his pocket and 
began entering their infommation. 
“Have you communicsted with the 
Jedi here ?* 

“Alo, Inspector.” Aayla tettched 
her lekku in the equivalent et a 
shrug. “We wished to be no 
ather 

“That's probably best, then, to 
be no bother You'll be leaving 
soon 

Yilenie nodded. 
Inspector,” 

“Good. Don't bet me beep wou 

Ylenic took Aayla lighthy by the elbove, 
but she gently freed herself and tumed back ta 
Horr. “inspector, if you don't mind, & question?” 

“Yost 

“When you sasd they were a crew, you didn’t mean they were 
frorn a starship, did you?" 

“Ao. Small time hoodlums who hire out to whores being free 
with credits.” 

“und in this casa 

“) don't kre eho, yet, but fell.” He soiled slowdy. “You willl be 
fong gone by then.” 


“Very soon, 


“OW courte we will, Inspector.” Ylenic bowed gracefully. “A mere 
menor by then,” 


The Jedi left the cantina and cut through the crowd gathering 
around the medical transpon. Already they heard stories of whele- 
sale slaughter within the chub. Aayla braced to hear the words “edi" 
and “lightsalber used, bat rast falks were recounting how they had 
narrowly been missed ina hail of blaster fire. Their role appeared to 
Haye etcaped motice in the chacs. 
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Instead of hoading back toward the spaceport, Ylenic walked far- 
ther east His long-legged stride ate wp the ground, and Aayla found 
herself rroting to catch-up. “Where are we going? 

“faway from there. fam seeing, perhaps in vain, a whiff of our 
quarry. Ded you get anything?” 

Ayla cast er mind back, soning through recently percelved 
sensations, but she found nothing she could attach to Tane. She'd 
seen ham, but she had not sensed him in the Farce, and that sur 
prised her. Given his situation, he should have been radiating anxi- 
ety with the intensity of a semlar flare, “1 got mathing.” 

Ylenéc stopped, and his shoulders slumped. “| do mot like this.” 

"De we ashurne Ley have Taner 

*He was spirited out quickly, or else he escaped and is being trailed. 
Either way. (think we have to assume he gin uniiendly custedy.” 

"It's my fault this went bad, lent it? Aayla frowned. “| used the 
Force to flick Lorfo away, and that alerted the Gotals* 

Ylenic took a deep breath im through his nose and smomed, “For 

you, the Force and telekinesis come easily, and you use them 

almost unconschously. While what you did vada ris 
take, you were far neore circumspect in how you 
dealt with your assailants. Had Corsec not 
arrheod so quickly, we could hawe hidden 
our lightsabers and been away without 
anyone identifying us as bedi” 
“Except for the Gotals” 

“Yes, ihe bey paper ie ig all. Treas. 
is why time is now of the essence. 
Before we could lay out bait and 
walt for Tame fo come to us, bug 
now we oust find him.” ¥Yenic 
rested a hand om her showlder. 

“four question of inspector Hom 

was good, by the way, and | wish 
he could have shared useful infor: 
mation with us* 
Something tugged at the back of 
Aayla’s mind, but before she could focus on 
it, the ciry flapping of wires andl a grating wece 
drove it fromi her mind. 

“There's the preniy lacy. Shes a Jedi” Lorfo Fur in the 
alr and lawghed. “I'm most impressed. She bargalned without using 
her powers” 

Agha SOreibeed as Meh tar apology a3 in greeting, “Wilh would wari, 
bo chest an honest merchant?” 

“Thombs | was ore 

Her pale eyes narrowed. “Lorfo, you knew the Gotals. You bn 
wine they are working far” 

“Yes, yes. [told you they would be no good for dealing.” 

“| need to find the Gotals and their boss, Lorfo. Do you know 
whore they are?" aT 

“Well® The littl: winged creature rubbed a finger ower his bul 
GouUSs Mose, “ld a merchant.” : 

“Vl refund you ten percent on our previous deal. 

“Twenty” 

"Fifteen" 

“Done!” His voice rose teumphantly, and he soared into tee air 
Finating down a bat awkwardly, he grinned and pointed down an 
alley heading south. “This way, not far, hurry.” 







































The Jedi raced atjer the Toydarian, Their course soon tured weit 
gain, through rubbésh-choked alleys that set Ylenic ta sneezing. 
Aayla assumed he alley's miaiena wad far hint the equivalent of 
blinding lights ta her. Ker sempathy for his discamfart onty 
increased as she found the stench so revolting in 4 few places that 
she had ta pinch shut hernose and breathe through her mauth, 

Lorfo led them toa small warehouse with tall, heavy-duty shely- 
Ing units oamimed with durapast crates. Lights burned deep in the 
warehouses heart, and aye Rear voices inside She refrained 
free reaching cul with the Feree oo she would noe repeat the mis- 
tales shed made at Honestar. 

Tuning, she pointed Lorfo back toward the door. “Thank you for 
your help. You dont want to be here &f more trouble happers.” 

He darted down, kisved her hand, and gave her a wink. Spinning 
almost elegantly, he futtered off low ta the graund and, as quietly 
as possible, left the warehouse 

Aayla and Yleni¢ crept forwvaed, slipping Thrdugh tight spaces, 
pecring around corners. Sho Geary wished she could use the Force 
bo get a dente of her surroundings. Wenic had been carrect—some- 
times using the Force came so naturally to her thag she did so with- 
out a second thought. Mow, moat being able to without alerting any 
meaty Gotals, she felt blined, 

They had crossed three-quarters of the way ta the heart of the 
wareloice when Dad yond node i Be cender of ele Building. 
One was clearly surprised. and the other shouted the first 
Gav, then bet forth with & great lsugh. Ad the echoes of 
its laughter died, tha vaice called out. “You dedi might 
as well come in. Things are well outside your comtral. 
Ifyou would like to $e0 Rati Tare Tne, | suggest you 
cease skulking abowt.- 

Aaya glanced at Ylenic, ane he modded, so they 
both straightened from crouches behind crates and 
walked fonvard. She kept her bead up and covered her 
sunrise as Ihese gathered in qhe middle of the roam cane 
into view. She'd wondered how their presence had been betrayed, 
Gut Che fee! Oreatuine he sai, hovering There, explained every dhing, 

Londo shregged weh anly 2 trace of embarrassment. “fou should 
Rave Given me beveniy percent” 

Boneath the hovering Taydarian stead four Individuals The twa 
Gotals from Homestar pointed their blasters at the Jedi. Between 
them were Tane and a large, heavy-set man with a florid face, 
a bright shock of red hair, and freckles so thick they almost masked 
Big eyes ad effectively Ylenics purple fur did his. He held Tane in 
Framt of him, with his left anm around Tarme’s throat and a blaster 
jammed inte his nos. A bvitch of the trigger would beod Tames heart. 

The man smiled, revealing a tumble of teeth that made Lero‘s 
grin took like a veork of art. “ly name is Tendis Blue, and I'm actu- 
ally pleahed [oa $8 pou, The Techies Wino ane ifs allies were will 
ing ta pay very well for Tame and the things he'd taken, but 
Count Dooku is exceptionally generous when Jedi are delivered 
to his lose ping” 

Aayla estimated vhe distance betveen her and the Goetals, 
knowing she could clear the seven meters ina leap. lf she could 
keep herself from being hit by blaster bolts, she could cut them 
down and... arrive just im time ta watch Tane collapsing with a 
smoking hole in his chest. 

Hlise purched hes left thumb deen on home hing that had sen 
concealed in his fist. From above ard behind Aayla, crates croaked 






oper ad six Trade 
Federation battle droids 
unfolded themsehes. Their limbs 
straightened with a clarer, and their 
blasters ceienbed on the twa Jedi 

The large Corellian smiled even mare 
broadly and stated what Aayla already realized, 
“AS you con see, i quite imposible for you te do 
anything. Even if you were to cut down the Gorals, my 
dreids would kill you. and | should certainly hawe bolled 
Tang Ey than.” 

Aeyls shook ber head. “Kill him, and you don’t get the pro: 
hope cer thee Tikes,” 

Hue laughed and Tane looked crestfallen. “He was so pager bo 
lease heer, fhe silly man had the files and prototype! oe Hire While 
my clients would hove to have him im thelr possession, they have 
instructed me that he fe i expendable. Will you have his blood on 
yous hands 

The Jedi remained silent 

The Conelian gourd the Blassers barrel hard agains. Tarve's ries. 
“Your lightsabers. Slide them over here, slowly or, Tane dis.” 

Randa glanced at Vere, He shook hid head, opened hid cloak, and 
withedrea his lightsser held lighth betacon thumb and forefinger, 

The Caanad stooped and slid the weapon fo within ameter of the 
Gatals. Unabke ta think of an alrermiative, Aayla did the Sarre, 
AGotal picked up the weaoons, and Blue modded with 
Sathacion, Very goce, | an glad we can all be creilized 
about this. Loréo, you shall be well rewarded..." 
Then something dd happened. Aayla could still 
hear Bue speak, but his mouth moved aut of syne 
with his wards. A lightiaber sailed across the ware- 
house, and she snatched it from the alr, As she ignited 
t and swung the silver blade around to ward off the 
droid’ sp shots, she sensed Vlenic moving betaeen her are the 
‘Gotals, prabecting her back. 

Then the viceon faded, Vernet rill stocel at her right, Her hands 
remained empty, and ane of the Gotals snapped his head in Blue's 
direction. The Force, they are wsireg it.” 

The Corellian groaned. “Stupid edi.” Blue straked the blasters 
bigger. Smoked puffed fram Tane's jacket. The man gasped ard 
Sliamngyad, Bling bet hins fall ta the flevze, 

Then almost escactly as it hed beenin her vision, a lightsaber flew 
morods the poo, She did gratech it (rom the air and ignite i The bat- 
the draids started to focus an her, but she gathered tha Force amd 
launched herself into the air. She soared to the level of the highest 
droid, Gnded, and batted askie ene balt before she seeps the 
blade through it middle and sent the pieces tumbling to the 
durscrene floc, 

Aayis leaped away as more scarlet bolts chewed into 
the shelving) and Blasted other crates to melting 
shards. She landed in a crouch and cut the legs 
from beneath oe of the draids. She revered 
the Blade and stabbed bt thunaisgh the chest 
of a second as she stood up. With a 
fick of her left hand, she dumped 
a third droid backward into 
the erate from whack it 
had emerged. 


A bet more of the Force lifted that crate and dinagped it, dashing 
crate and contents on the floor, 

Yanking the silver blade free of the pierced droid, Aayla spun ard 
redirected a hail of Bolts at the droids who fired them. Three shots 
hit one on the loft side, spinning it about wildly before ita legs tan- 
gléd and it went down smoking. Yet another bolt took the head of 
the last one clean off, It siood there for a moment, then a gentle 
Force push dropped it backward. where it lay with linns splayed 
ated inencving. 

Aayla tumed and looked at where the Geotals and Blue had been 
Standing. Both Gotals venithed on the floor, their hands clutching 
palnfully at thelr homs. Ylenie stood aver then with his lgbtsaber 
Burning brightly. 

Blug was ales down, his blaster in had pieced on the floor. Tane 
knelt Beside him, his right hand on the man’s forehead and his lett 
hand wrapped around the hilt of Aayla's lightsaber. 

Aayla thumbed the silver blade off and reversed the hilt. “Your 
lightsaber? Thank you for the loan.” She floated the lightsaber 
over te Tane, whe caught it in hs right hand, 

The man then stood. extinguished her 
lightraier, and externced it toward her, Teould 
send this to you, bur lam afrald it wouldn't 
get very far” 

Aaya crossed to hin and netievedt 
het Gohiaber “Who ane your 

The man held up one finger 
before bending and scooping up: 
one of the Goals’ Magners, He 
flicked the selector lewer to stun 
and pumped 4 blue bolt into each 
the horned rufflans. Their bepdies. 
bowed spasmodically and relasoed. 

Ylenic rested his left hand on 
Tane's Shoulder. “This is Jedi Master 
Mejaa Haleyon,* 

“What?” Aaya bowed her head. “lam 
hrerened, Magner” 

‘I'm the one whe is honored, You're a hen 
Gf eee” 

“wees there, Others were heroes,” She booked at hirn and 
At Plenie. “) couldn't get a sense of him in the Force because he was 
shielding his thoughts." 

The Caamasi modded. “He had to, or else the Gotal would have 
Spotted hirn as a substitute.” 

She frowned and her lekki shivered. “We were sent here on a 
Missoni lo pet Tanne and not involve the Jedi guardians of Corellia, 
Ichon't uncherstaind. Was | inchided because Master Windu suspected 
Iowould be gut of control enough to alert the Gotal? Cleary you 
wanted Elise to think Jedi were alter you, $o he'd believe yOu Were 
the genuine article. Iwas chosen not for my skill, but for ry lack 
of experience,” 












Nejaa shook his head, “Actually, Aayla Secura, you are here 


because Waster Windu thought you best for the job.” 
She snorted. “Anyone could have dome what | have dow.” 
weuld disagree” Halcyon clasped his hands together at his 
walst. What we have accomplished here was rather complex.” 
“And, so far, done very well 
Aayla Spun at the new voice and saw Rostek Hom entering the 
az 
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warehicise, “You knew About this place and this scheme? She 
looked beck over her shoulder at Ylenic, “And you are part of this 
conspiracy, boo?” 

“Lay Forget me, pretty Jedi” Lono lapped down fram the 
rafters. “| played a key role.” 

Aayla sighed and sat on 4 crate. “| didn’t think quilibility was a 
trait for which Jedi were valued,” 

‘That if mot why you were chosen.” Mejaa pointed at the 
wreckage of the draids, “Your combat skills were vital. Moredver, 
you are knevwn a5 a hero of Geonosis. The Separatists watch for 
the fedi it knows about, and Geanosia survivers conve high on 
their fist. Lorfo was able to spot you, to draw attention to you at 
Homestar, That's Why Blues people were close to you when the 
shooting started—wihich it would have dang regardless of how 
OU reached, to keep you occupied while they got oe. | had on me 
a small tracking device. but it failed to work, Had you used it ta 
find me, Lorfo would have betrayed you ta Bloe as be did, burt 

without guiding you here first When Venice discovered he 

could not track me with the locator, Lorfo flew up ta 
head you.” 

She shook her head, “Sa, Lorfo keeps 
them looking at us, so they won't realize 
youre mot really Tame, Wie were the 

misdirection” 
lense smi@ed. “Mare correctly, 
we all are misdirection, You ane |, 
here. for Blue. yes; but this whole 

Operation as well” 

Aayla’s lekku teitched and sho 
foie, “While the Confederacy 
is booking here for Tane, he's 

already off beng relocated. And 

that would mean thee files ard pre- 
totype ére Flawed." 
“They are,” Nejaa nodded solemnly. 

“Hot hopebessly, though, just a hasty 
aTiempt at sabotage, Techna Union scien- 
tists will mepair the damage, but Tane bs willing 

to prepare countermeasure products that will 
render the mew droids less than effective, The entire 
Sepanaists effort to retool factories and produce a new generation 
of battle droids will be futihe” 

He pointed to the robotic carnage Aayla had left behind, “Those 
droid: aind the fact that Dookw is paying for captured Jedi likely 
will not be enough to sway the Corellian government to throw in 
with the Galactic Republic. On the other hand, they should be 
enough to show the other Jedi in this sgstem that the evil of the 
Clone Wars is at hand. | hope it will free ws to act with the rest of 
the Jedi,” 

Asya pointed at Halcyon’s jackets “Blue shot you at point blank 
range, Why arent you dead? 

Halcyon shrugged. “The Halcyons are Weak when it canes Te 
Telakiniesis. We are good at broadcasting visions, however. Hence, 
WOU Saw My message. Vic also hawe a rare abiligy, With prepraralicn, 
We can absorb a fair amount of energy. We have to bleed It off 
somehow, $0 | used it to send ny laghisaber to you—as | could nes 
normaly have done" 

45 he finkhed oopaking, he held up his leh forearm and slipped 








the lightsaber into the sheath hidden there “Tearing yours away 
fran the Goal would have been a bet much for me toda and peta 
blade ta you quickhy" 

The Twiflek looked over at Yenic. “What did you da to the Gotal?” 

He si@ed, “You'll recall ihe alley stench was ewerevhelmingi 

a 

“The Gatal pick up on thiregs like the Force thrduigh their heared, 
Isimply used the Foros to hit them with its version of the stench.” 

Aayla winced, “Meat trick” 

Vienics mila broadened, 

“So, how mich of all this did Master Windu know? | caught no 
deception fron fir.” 

The Caamasl opened his hands. “Wejaa ls an ald frienc. When 
Tane reached Corellia and th plan began to for, Mejaa asked me 
to act as 2 llaison between him and the Jedi Council. The Jedi get: 
ting Tane and his family to safety are not from Corellia. They are act- 
ing wader Master Wind's orders.” 

Mejaa nodded. “Cf internal Corellian fedi politics, he knows about 
a4 minh 26 anyvane dees an Coruscarnh” 

Inspector Hom smirked. “That's likely as much as anyone here 
knows about if, boa.” 

Mejaa shook his head, and Aayla sensed a strong bond of frend 
ship between the two men. “Nothing could send us over to the 
Confederacy, oo The chance of finding Somer hirig ih Wir is conser 
ta the Republic's fight was ane warth talding. fau were not 
tald evendhing, $0 your reactions would be natural and 
read true to anyone watching.” 

*| dan't ike it. but | understand. There & something 
else | need to kro, howewer,” Aayla thought for a 
moment and narrowed her eves. “Your intention is ta 
implant a memory in Blué that be will carey olf te hig 
masters, and that will werify that the data and prote 
type are the real thing?” 

That's the plan.” 

“That may be the plan, Master Halcyon, but | am willing to bet 
tha Coult Deki all ar irrigh hes rane, ard tires wall Lined 
from there.” 

Venice canted his heed to the side. Her paintis a qed one 

Nojaa noedded. “Agreed, but I'm not sura| see a good fix. 

“Don't warn” Aayla boosted herself off the crate. “| mow just 
what will dig The jot,” 
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Tendir Blue drifted back to consciousness a3 Locke bugged on his left 
arm, The man had slumped agains: the wall in a passageway in the 
spaceport. The Toydarian’s breath came heavy and sour, hes words 
rushed ard fill of panic, 

“Get going. Now! She's still coming after your” 

Blue shook his head to clear it He rated a hand to his forehead, 
where fingertips brushed ower the wound from a glancing blaster 
bolt What happened? Whe’ coming. Laren 

“The Jedir The winged creature's oyos grow wide “The Jedi pou 
didn’t kal.” 

Tendir scrambled to his feet and parted his packets. He had dat 
acards and the prototype af the chip. Those things he remembered. 
He added to that the mieenory of shooting Tae, Atter that, black- 
ness, nothing—must be amnesia fram the bolt. 






He looked around 
and retegnined Ais surraurd- 
ings. “This way, ta my ship.” 

*| know. | called and it’s pre- 
flighted.” The Taydarian Tuttered in fran 
of him. “You owe me.” 

"Wes, yes, yOUTI be pad." 

"Pald, na. Get me of this rock" e 

Fain thrabbed through the man's head. “What hap- 
pened 

"Everything. There was shocting and lightsabers—aned 
the god Jedi, he died, Your Gotals, your droid: qane. She is 
hurt, but you stumbled cut. | helped” The Toydarian’s voice rou 
bo a dinek. “There she ial” 

Blue tock one glances behind hlm. He saw her in the tunel, illu 
minsted iby the azure fight of her lightsaber. She dragged her left 
foot, and he could hear her rasping breath, She slunged against ihe 
wall but pointed her fghitsaber at him 

Wt Wweoer' escape me, Tendir Blue” 

She gestured with her left hand and Lesfo squealed. His fingers 
clawed af the shoulder of Blue’ cost and the man could feel the 
Jedi tugging at the litte Toydarian with the Force, He ied to keep 
going, but Lorfo's grasp kept him anchored to the spot. 

"Hele ene. Blue!” 
“it's you she wants ...° The man smashed a fist down 
On Loefo's hands, “She can hae pou” 

Another blew brake his grip, and tha Teydarian 
flew back to slam inte the Jedi. Both of them went 
down in a tumble, and Tendir sprinted forward. He 
cut through the crowd, knocking peogle lef and 
ight as he rae bo Ais ship, Onee inside, he sealed the 

alrlock and lited off. As he urged his ship forward, he 
Sow the Twi'lek Jedi enter the hanger bay. She gestured 
at him, and he skrved the ship araund, betting hts turbine 
exhaust knock her back into the tunnel 

With a laugh, Tendrl Blue pointed his shig to the stars. 
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Ylenic helped Aayle up. Wau ore waht” 

*Miy peide is wounded,” she sald, "but Ml live.” She brushed her 
backside off and used the Force to call her lightsaber to hand and 
tucked the weapon inside her jacket again, “| think he believes 
you're dead and that he just barely escaped. Dooku can sift his 
mind afl he wants. Amneda explains the lack of memory of the 
fight, and his fear will candirm thee ‘truth’ of what he says hap: 
pened here” F 

Hejaa and Inspector Hon came up, wath Lorfo hovering 
behind them. The Corellian Jedi nodded. “And he thinks 
Lorfo was apprehended by you, so he will not suspect 
he was really working for us all along. A neat and 
tidy package. 

"As it should be, Master.” Agyvla smiled. 
“After 8, tying things up that way muse 
be wey | was put in charge of this 
mission, Gan't you think?” 
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es ing on elahorie Mew Years 


Fete week ceremony ted years 
Belara the Bartle of Yavin, 
Emperor Palpatine elevated twelve of his top 
feryvanis Fo Lhe key station of grand adeninal. 





The rank hadn't existed until that day, and 
the Emperor inaugurated the office ty 
decreeing that only twelve officers could 
hold the tile at one time 

line between genius and madness. After 
the Gavle of Ender, the grand admirals 
foolishly tare themselves apant instead af 







Banding together agsingt thea commen 
enmmées in the Mew Republic. Within two 
years, the grand admirals were mo more—ar 
£00 Seared, 

The 0291 nowel Her to the Empire intro- 
died The canceat of the grand admirals inte 
ihe Star Wers Expanded Universe. The mast 
famous of thee white-unioemed officers is 
Grand Adeniral Theawn, star of mowels, come 
puber games, and trading cards—and ewen 
mrnaralized as a Hadar action figure, The 
foliowlmg isa dossieron every grand admiral 
in Palpatine’s “Circle of Twelve.” 


ETAR WHERE CHELCOER as 





TArPaWN 


The thirteanth grand admiral in a roster of Seo 
— 


twelve, Grand Admiral Thrawn earned hig” J aoe 
=, 


Tithe When he book Whe place of the traitorous 
Grand Admiral Zaarin, However, his disap- 
pearance into the Unknown Reghons just 
before the disastrous Bartle of Endor meant 
that the Mew Republic had no dossier an 
Thrawn, mistakenly believing that their cons, 
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version of Grand Admiral Grant had closed 0] 


the book on the Emperor's grand admiralty. 
Thrawe is one of the mast papular 
Expanded Universe villaing, and his deur in 
Tienothy 2ahin's Het te the Empire (the first 
book in what is commonhy referred te as he 
Thrawn Trilogy) brought back old-school 
gentleman villains and introduced the con- 
Cept of the twelve grand admirals into the 
Exparied Universe. Thravn's biography has 
deepened avar tha years and apaears in sum- 





mary inthe New Essential Guide to Characters. 97 


Known fo his fellow Ohiss as Syndic™ 
ith rae nuruoda, Thravn helmed the Chiss 
Exparsionary Delense Fleer and destroyed 
the Republic's expeditionary Outbound 
Flight Project when it treaded on Ohiss turfin 
the Unknown Regions, For his actions, 
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mperial Grand 


Batch developed an experimental hibrid- 
jum cloak, burt it suffered fram the faral flaw af 
ouble blindness,” meaning the pilat af the 
cioigked shag couldn. see aut Success came 
when Batch diverted the Empire's new Tarkin 
jupe weapon to Aeten IL where it shattered 
the planet like a cystal paperweight With 
thousands of freeflosting crystals at hls cis- 
Postal, Batch easdy recreated the classic sty- 
gian screen and requisitioned the Super Star 
Degireyer Terror (under the command of 
Admiral Sar} te geatect his investment 
Batch’s inweaale phantom TIE fighters seemed 
pramising. Gul Rebel saboteurs cestrayed 
everything, including the Merrar. 

Batch survived, but knew he had failed on 
an epic scale. He took his ships ane biel in the 
Quter Bim for months. Bath's cew—still 
“yal te Chee late Admiral Sani—assassinated 
him and joined Warlord Harrsk's now splinter 
Rngeom inthe Deep Core 


Beciann 

in Tetraspact, it isn't surprising that one of 
Palpatine’s grand admirals was a Force-user. 
AlLeInately morse and threatening. Mial 
Oetlann was as famous far his mood swings 


\. Thrawn was exiled to a jungle planet where: - 
agents of the Eropire found him and browght. 
him beck far military training. Ls | 


aa for het ability to telepathically meld the 
nits winder his coewnand inte a superioe 
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After the Batt of Hoth, Palpatine ordered © 
Thrawn ta lll the rogue Grand Admiral Zaarir, 
Thrawn's rank of grand admiral was made cefi- 
Clad at This cine, and he becaene a member of 
the Crcke of Twelve. Flee yoars after Emcor thee 
he-ernerged and brougnt the Hea Aepublic to 
its kmees, but he perished i the effort, Ten 
years altenvarnd, Thrarecn’s legacy survived in 
the form of a Theawn imposter and an elabo- 
rate cloning scheme 


Babch ake 


Coa 
The “ineitte adenical’ earned his niconame 


because of hls apparent allergy te lnpetal 
Court poetics, but Martio Batch’s bow prafile 
allowed him to workoon a project that Was 
inwsible in the literal sense—a focd-proaf 


cloaking device, i ¥ 


, 


Batch spank years aboard the lmdaar Alpi 
research Station Fretting over his impossible 
situation, Cloaking devices had ance been” 
COMMON, operating on styglun oystals taken 
from Aeten Min the Oreightan Webula. When 
the Aeten Il mines ran dry, however, cloaking 
devices became a thing of the past 







Grand Bomral Grano 


fighting force. 

Dairing the Clone Wars, Declann battled 
seonsstonists aboard a Regublic assaule ship, 
Later, his uncanny success as a TIE pilot 
earned him the agenion of Falpatine’s 
agents, who left Declann with troubling 
questions: Why had ihe Jedi mot found hin at 
birth? Why should hls talent stagnage just 
because the Jedi were no more? 

Teeclanin trained in the wave of qhe dark 
side on the ancient Sith world of Gramund 
Kaas, Palpatine allowed his newest adept ta 
retum to his fleet, but only after a graduation 
Beercite in which Geclann used the Force to 
killa captured Ackel, 

Decdann was one of four grand admirals, 
alan with Takel, Makati, and Teshik. wha 
wene stationed aboard the second Death 
Star diirirey (he Battle of Endo. Unite the 
ethers, however, he didn't make it cll che 
Station before its destruction. When he felt 


P othe Emperces death through the Force, 


Beclann abandoned his efforts ta cooedi- 
nate Wie Imperial feet and raced to the 
throne room. He was en route when the afa- 
tion exploded. 





GranG 


Grand Aceniral Grant stood aloaf, and his 
Peers predicted he would be the first to per . 
ich in the peost-Endor bloodbath, fn the amd, 9" 


he outlived therm all, earning the acpellation 
“thee last grand acim,” 4 
As a Tapand noble, Grant harbored an ars 
fotrar’s disdain fer what he called the “work- 
Ing classes"—chlefly aliens and droids) 


Though he won @ score of victories against 
ihe Rebel Alliance, Grant didn’t curry favor 


with moéfs. When the Battle of Endor tumed 
(he Qalaxy updidedawn, he wad Therefore 
the only qraned admiral with na power base, 

Grant sought sanctuary in the imperial 
breakawen kinegelcen cin a5 [he Pentair 
Alignment and watched the other grand 
admirak degiroy each other Teva pears aher 
Endor, Grant dacted te the Mew Repubsler, 
agreeing to give up imperial military secrets 
in #echarde or prosecunorial eneiininy, 


in comforable retineament on the beaches oe Nine 


of Rathalay, the “lat grand admiral” watched 


with interest as Grand Admiral Thrawn 


retumed to menace the galaxy. He could 
crush that wsunping alien, Grant theught ta 
himself. But mo one ewer called. 


Grungenr 


Intraduced in the young adult novel The - 
Glve ar Gamh Vader, Jocel Grunger wast . 


imown for subtlety or loyalty. While Grand 
Adrniral Takel wad aevay on the second Death 
Star, Granger was busy helping Takel’s firss 
officer patrol the spice world of Gangon in 
The Pdandalore sector due to increasing 
of ‘albéno-skinmed marauders.” 
received word of the 
Emperors Geath, he immediately fired on 
and disabled his all's ship. 

Grunger ued Hig rank te bully aiken 


reports 


When Gruner 


imeerials throughout the Outer Aim, absorbs 
ng their ips inte his Meet. Within 6 year, Te | 


grand admiral bullteup an immense anmacda 
of 30 fmpeérictclass and Victory-class Star 
Destroyers, 60 Strike cruisers, 100 Carhack 
Bght cruisers, various miscellaneous vessels, 
and The Super Star Destroyer Agareiice, 
After Teshik's: execution, Grunger swage 
gered inte ihe Corellian sector to launch a 
strike at Imperial Center. Bug Grand Admiral 
Pitta had sheacy claimed Corefian space for 
hina, Threuigh the ingenious ise of a per 
pedo sphere. Pitta decimated Grunger’s 
aemiada, Gut Grunger refused to back downe 

















































® Grunger's pride ceove him toram the lggressar 
| Inte the heart of Pitta’s torpedo sphere, 


7 


az 
was the best and the brightest grand 
mera? Certainty not bhin-ti-Rac, who was 
corbidered an idiotic zealot By his peers, 
seemingly appointed far no rearon other 
ten his Taithfulmess to the Mew Order. 

© (Raz was the grand adeniral to when orn 
ict ahvays pointed when grumbling about 
Palpatine’: officer promotions. Lacking any 
military experience, he helped found the 
Cl c Committee for the Preservation of the New 
oh Ty — Order (COMPNOR) and its come precepts— 
indtiubonskzed discrimination and rule by 
dictateeship. Palpatine’s inclusion of lag in 
his Circte of Teles was coviously a political 
AP RAintnent. ard IAar Knee ff. From the 


§ Diidiple, he executed missions that he hoped 
Would eam him favor in Palpatine's eyes, 
ding the Massacre of Myomar and the 
harenent of Shalarm. 


his career had vaporized along with the 
fe station. Eight months after Gneor, while 
ering the Select Committee's precepts 
aman, he plunged the Eayerars 
) Odicipfe inte the firestorm of the Denard hova, 
faking 37,000 lives In addition te his own, 


MaKabl 
Mentioned in a throwavay line in the Timothy 
Lahn Aewel Vivien af the Future, Afsheen 
Makati is one oftwo grand admiralsnanned by 
Zahn (the other being Thrawn). Makati life 
Wak consumed Ey hatred for Supra 
Prophet Radann, whom be first encountered 
Shen a shadowy Imperial group called “The 
secret Onder” bed the grand admiral toa Rebel 
ase on Thila. Kadann overheard Makati's first 


Otdes's members, prompting the diminutive 
daresider 1o lash out at Maketi with Force 
ligh ning and the advice, “Leam to reign in 
your subordinates, dear Admiral.” 

“After the Battle of Endow, Makati remained 
oval ta whamever ruled Caruscant's Imperial 
City. When Kadann claineed ihe throne, how 
ever, Makatl requested permission fram 
YWaanne aed to hunk down the usurper. Makati 
delved into Imperal Intelligences files and 
forated Radann’s embettered pupal Anabel. 


= Grand Aonmanal MaKe 


STAR WHARE INDIE wT 


bridge of the Star Oastrayer Emperors | 


Guring the Triccuhus affaer, Radann became 


trapped in the Lost Ciny of the Jedi, Hel i Boe 
escaped with the help of his slawe Triclops. 
However, it wad 100 late. lsard had reinstated = 


galactic freedom of religion, causing they spl 
itually starved citizens to abandon the necno- 
mantic (ah of the Prophets, Kadann alsa 
found the conpees of his fellow prophets it 
tering their space streeghald Seardia. While 


Kadann was aboard, Makati's woloe erupted is 
from the comire “aur ‘subordinate’ Azrakel 


was kind enough te hele me find you, my 
Emperce. He doesn't care for your sparkly 
dress either” Radann's reign ended in a tar- 
rent of turbsolaser fine, 

Makati met his ovni fate soon afber. 


Pibba 
Arabid anti-alien bigot, Danette Pitta saw no 
imany in she fact that he wasn't entirely 
furan himsel®. Pitts could trace his famey 
Bloodline back to several rearhienar anceg 
tors. including a Barneck and an Etti, and cave 
ered up his secret by becoming 4& zealgus 
defonder of Human High Culture and scrutl: 
nizing everyone else's pedigrees. Even 
COMPHOA officials disliked him, 
His: prejudices dovetailed neathy with the 
Emperors plans for expansion, Pita’s three 


Imperial dungean ships—the Apocaitk, thoeal 
Angrix, and the Azgeghk—roared through the q 


‘uter Fim, depapulating alien honeworlds 
and dooming their inhabitants to slavery or 
viviSeclion, 


Alter the Battle of Endor, Pitta used his , 


wealth to bribe the Corellian diktat and 
becaene the unofficial protector af the 
Corellian Sector. He took command of a 
Mase torpedo sphere but was forced ta 
defend his mew heldings agalnst the glut 


tonous Grand Admiral Grunger. In the 


Battle of Tralus, the losing Grunger chosa 
to play the spailspart. He rammed his Rage 
ship into Fitta’s torpeda sphere, killing 
both combatants. bo 

gd 
Sun : a. 
Peccati Sym's fondest menvarees wen afchilce 
hood, when his pacents told hin about 7. 


glories of the afterlife promised ta followers af | ; 


the Sacred Way. Then the Eripere came and al 
but abolished relighon. To fill the spiritual void. 
4 young Syn internalized the Emperor's doc- 
Tring fora New Onder and eventually pose to 
the pasition of grand admiral 


ah TLR WRAL IWTIODTIE 


























Grand ACmural Teel 


Imaperial Grand 


Syn rooted out the Rebel menace dutifully 
and skillfully in his ship Fi—High Galactac for 
“sor” Alter the Bathe of Erdor, however, 
S45 imperial religion crumbled. He found 
new hope in fhe unabashedly narred Church 
of the Dark Sidea—a religion headed by “The 
Prophets and sanctioned by Sate Pestage. 
The Prophets preached wtiniate Imperial vic- 
tory amd the resurrection of Emperor 
Palpatine, filling & tremendous vacuum in 
imperial spirituality and morake. A rejuve- 
nated Syn even loaned his copy of the sacred 
book Secret of the Dark Sige to his maniacally 
depressed peer |l-Haz 

While officially he supported Pestage’s 
regime, Syn's devotion was ta the Proghets. 
Syn operated around Kashyyyk, where the 
Preghetess flerilli serccd as his peerscral sper 
foual guide. When Acimiral Ackbar came wth 
crenwhelming farce te liberi Kashyyyk, Syn 
fought detached fram worldly concen for his 
crew, having promised himself newer ta 
Abandon Mis. bie’: agaln, During the batgle, 
Synand his ship were vaporized. 


TSRKel 

fiftin Tate was infarnous for his lamboyarey 
and shreet-wee digtect, He lowed “hanging 
Out" with the Empire's social elite, collecting 
Bnd soreading ursavory rumars. His own 
vices, however, were equally well boownc 
spice and women, preferably in tandem. Onty 
those courtiers closes, to (he grand admiral 
knw the truc extent of his passions, however, 
for he lusted not only for the other gender Bat 
abo for other species altogether. Takel 
indulged his cravings under the protection af 
his brocher, the governor af Exseles. 

Gesolte his obsessions, Takel was an 
incredene strategist, 23 proven in the Siege of 
Trasemenen, thanks In part to the glitterstim in 
his, qundark-hide bag. Indeed, it was Thanks 
to a dese of glitterstim that Takel picked up 
on the anxiety of his peer Geclann and 
escaped ihe fecond Deaih Stars destruction, 

Grand Admiral Granger bullied Takel cut 
of control oF the Spice warld of Gangon, and 
Yeanne bard tireatened oo bill Takel for his 
Inebility to recapture the region. Takel fled ta 
the grand moll convocation on Kessel, Wher 
a sploed-up Taioel saw the mois’ chosen suc- 
cessor to Palpatine—she handsome three 
eyed Triocwhis—he felt a strange connection 
with the alien. Moorecerer, the triaptic ruler 
promiged be “deal” with Grumyer, 


AdmiralS 


Unfortunately, when Takels sice-induced 
Paranoia cauped hin to question Traculig: 
tactics ance too often, the werlornd ordered 
hid execution, 


TesniK 

Anmiber grand adeniral introduced by Was 
End Games’ Ster Pears Aoleoiayling Gomme, 
Ogvald Tesh was a cyborg. Compassionate 
and confident, Teshik rook serkoushyt his duty 
to beep the Cone YWarkis safe. When Teshik 
famed to deal with a Aebel peate in a timely 
fasheon, however, Emperor Palpaiine used 
Teshik a& an example to the other grand 
admirais, Palpatine sevt Teshikon a doomed — 
mission against the Hapan war fleet. Agains: 
all odds, Teshik survivec—at least, paris of 
him did, Three-fourths of Teshil’s benchy was 
replaced by cybernetics, exposing him ta 
merciless discrimination, Subsequently, We 
grand admiral completely severed himself 
fram his =matioes. 

Ag the second Death Star crumbled 
around him, Teshik was pinned bya curasteel 
mperials. Was 
willing to help a “borg—except ona, A Gore 


column. None of the feeing 


struction warker gat Teshik free andl toy his 
comenand shag, ; 
Teshik felt some eration awaken wishin 
his metallic innards. When the imperial 
Feqneat was called, Tashik stayed behind, Asa 
testament ta Teshiks brilllamee, the battle 
raged for anether three hours befor his Star 
Desireyer Bleemosynay succumbed ta over: 





whelming ion cannon fire 

Son alter, the Mew Repuitie executed 
Teshik for “inhuman atrocities committed 
against the citizens of the galasy." Tesh 
respanded to the accusation with metallic 
wughrter. 


TIGEIMUS 
fufaan Tigellinus first appeared in West Eno 
Games’ Star Wars Advertiine Journal, ia 
recuning section called “Galaqreide News- 
Hers” sirmilar to the faux Alone Newi al = 
wore bobometraws com 

Grand Adimireal Tegellinus savvy 4nd 
chara knew no opposition inthe Irn perial 
Court, and he soon found himself amang 
cick powerhouse’ as Moll Dera and adviser 
Alec Prades, Then came Thea A human 
elite Tigellinus befriended Threawn with the 
infention of bepraying him. Within 2 year, 
Thrawn was unvelcome not anly im the 











Imperial Court but in all the Empire. 

After Thravn's exile, Tigellinus fel his fare 
lay elsewhere—=nuling reghans Instead of 
Arotecting them, Steadily, the grand admiral 
used his influence ta transitean te grand mott, 
Amang the grand moffs, he butted heads 
‘afith the alien Moff Hissa, Despite their 
_ dyalry, it was with Moff Dlira'’s help that 
Gigellinus san dominated the massive 

SEnperial Cone Systems. 

In the aftermath of Endor, several mofis 
Banded together and formed the Central 
Committers, with Hissa at tts headl Thgallinus 


= ae aa 


influence made him « logical chofce for 
recruament Hissa presented Tigelinus witha 
demeaning offer. knowing Tigellimus waukd 
ave te Sccept fo ture Cn the adwece of his 
j = trusted friend Dlsra, howewer, Tigelliriig 
Sa nefueecl The irate Committe rallied its forces 
® and teok what Tigellinus refused to give— 
; sincluding Als life. Thee newest meniber of the 
oe 5 eu Stommittes, Moff Disra, happily took ower 
S) Tigelliruzs’ assets, 


‘arpetesaae ies a] 


ZBarin 

Emperor Saar? The boea bone as Der roae ae 
Sounds. Demetrius Zsarin gambled every- 
Thing on an audacious coup d'état arct nearky 
Kited the mast powertul Ssh Lord the galaxy 





in TIE Fighter, LucasArts’ 1344 space combat 
Simulator A genius at research and designs, 
Zaarin created imperial supor-fighters, 
including the TE defender. A Erarbor st heart, 
he knew he had to strine fast with his inmeave- 
tions before Grand fidmiral Batch’s cloaking 


“Sy — technslagical edge. 

_ 9 After the Battle of Hoth, Zsann's agent on 
i % " SConscant—a spiteful Emperors Hand 
Lica  Ramed Ardan Lyn—used har powers to 
— i ia Bbduct the Emperor. Zaarin wauld hawe killed 
: ze Palpatine and installed himself as a méinary 
‘ ) Gigater had it not been for the anival of foyal 
r= ss Imperial forces. Now a fugitive, Zaarin 
> e&eaped ta the Cuter Aim with his Float, stay- 
\ ifeg one step ahead of Grand Admiral Thraven. 
{Although Zaacin managed te steal ihe cloak 
equipped corvette Vorknay, Thrawn had pur- 
posely made the closk incapable of operating 
In hyperspace. Thee Mormnior cog ote when it 
engaged its Ayperdrive, reducing Grand 

Admiral Zaarin te areas, fal 
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Grand Admiral Zaarin's tale was laid bang "= 


tevices gave Palpatine an insurmountable 
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d, There's a gone argument te be made thar the " pe all 


the mast keen-eyed viewers can detect. 
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in the years betyeen Rerun of fhe Jeol and The Phonram Menace, 
George Lucas directed his companies to devote their energies to 
advancing the stabe af the art of computer-generated elects and dig- 
ital cinematography, Lucas, whe began his careeras an editor, was 
biding hes time, waiting to see If he could indeed create 8 film much 
mone in the editing roam and transhorm filmmaking from what was 
eseentially.a production process inte a post-production medium, With 
Epiiode |, Lucas and this editors, Paul Maetin Smith and Ben Burtt, 
sized The opPormunity to redefine filmmaking as we kmiow it—with a 
Tittle help from ILA. 


Patching Things Up 
Smih, a veteran of countless commerrcials, first began working with 
Lucas an the Fouwrag Midvene Jone: Chronicles televislon series, which 
laid the “experimental grawndwork fer a lot of the stuf we did on 
Episode |, esgecially the patching type of tricks, which really pro- 
gressed on this film,” he explaing, “And once we found we could da 
thal easily enough, we sort of started doing in more and more!" 
Those “patching tricks” included splitting actors out of differant takes 
of the same scene and recombining them in sew shots to achieve the 
Opimuc perfomance from each charactor, adding or removing lip 
Movement Ta accomodate a revised script adding chancters ta 
scenes where they werent orginally sorpted to appear, and 49. on. This 
complex recombining of individual elements staned alrase inunedi- 
obely after a scene was shot, The filn was digitized, them the data was 
trarfered bo ihe Avie. = computer editing system, where Bits and 
Feeces of actors and settings from many different shots (called ale- 
ments) were assembled. This is in addition to editing the film Mself “As 
we were Punting Che film together, we massaged the glameants, $0 it yeas 
af part of the out.” Smith caplains, “We had shots where we combined 
Tour different takes to create one scene, Wie call if 3-0 editing reo." 
Once the firs beg of the production was finished shooting In Europe 
ad Turtisia, Lucas and Smith stamed the intensive editing of Episode | 
at Skywalker Ranch in Marthe California, while the heavy effects 
wark was being handled only a few miles seey at ILM. Sith worked 
closely with several ILM aetists, called compodiners, who uted the 





rough asiemblage of elements an the Avid as quidelines far building 
thelr digetal effects shots, Martin and George would come up wath ahe 
shots they wanted, and we'd have te pull everything toqether,” recalls 
commnasiter Tim Alexander, who warked an witual efincts supervisor 
John Knall's unig, assembling some 100) ghots in the Podrace, space 
bate, and other sequences, plus a few hurdied invisible eects: 
shots. “They'd have two characters in a shot together, but George 
wanted the best take from each actor, oo we'd have the person onthe 
leh fron ene take and the person an the right from another take, ard 





split them together te farm ane final take. The first takes we splle were 
quite a few shots in Watto's shop when Anakin meer Padme and asks 
heer, AE you an angel?" 

This form ef editing was especially helpful when dealing with the 
large number of child actors In the film, as with the shot of Anakin’s 
friends sunning in to see his Podracer. “When yaure dealing with five 
kids ina shot and they're not necessarily doing everthing at the right 
lime, we could just force the issue in the editing roam.” Senith saya. 
‘eoange would say. 1 didn't like the way | blocked this originally,’ so 
we re-bloched the scene. We needed a top angle of the kids running 
iho the Sot, butin the section we wanbed to use, they were really just 
standing arqund, $0 |actually used a section of one of the kids run 
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“The more 
complicated 
the shot Georee 
would sugeest, 

the more we 
went, ‘Yes! 
Let's try it!” 


Paul Marta Smith, 


peice I hic Flecte Polo 


ning in to give @ motion, blew it up, [and] removed Padmé, who waa 
MOT Hacessary fo the shot, We also invented shots that ware never 
intended, flor the wide shat af A202 and €-3PO walking away. We 
made that out of four diferent shots." 

Shots where Liscas wanted Anakin ta turn his head toward AZ-D2 
and C-3P0 at a different time, or where Sami wes bookng at Anakin 
wher he nony wanted her hooking at her Jedi quesns across The dinner 
table were suddenly fixable, We needed Shi to tun the other way," 
Alexander says, “so we actually “sitced’ her head off and then revers&® 
printed it ina few show 

Mot everything that appeared to work on the Avid’s small monitor 
frandlabed quite so easily to the silver screen. “Martin Smmah would 
slice-and-dice mock-up shots om the Avid, than MA's Editorial 
Department would break down the elements, and we'd actually do 
the shots,” says Visual Effects Supervisor Scom Squires, “For example, 
wwe had a shot when Queen Amicala is with same people and F202. 
Wie wanted one guy ta look ower at AZ a irttle later, and we had to split 
That Bart out oo he quis bik bead bem Franses later, Moi, obrvigu sty, 
when you're ooking at the Avid image, the quality level and detail 
Bret there, soit seemed like a neat icene, Lot af times we'd find prob 
lors later on, when we were actually working an the shot,” coqealns 
Squires. “Like the Queen's reflection is hereon AP bot should be aver 
there, $0 we'd have bo split Ihoge elements on R2's head, and then 
shadows would cross, and that shouldnt be happening. It's all the lit- 
He thangs that took the time. We had @ greet crew, whech made this 
Stull faindy sraightforward and just kind of par for the course,” 

Because the plates that would later feature animated characters: 
were shot empty with the voice actors wanding off-camera, Lucas 
would often have Smith put a wershon of the character into the empty 
plate just to get a feeling for what the final shot would look fie. 
“| would actually take footage of Alwrned Bese im his Jar Jar cosnurne 
and put him where we wanted him, or float a maquette af Watto in 
the shot, whack was quite funy.” Smith says. “I George wanted Jar 
Jars head staring at Qui-Gen or adhatever, Fd find a head tun, do a 
freeze-frame so it kept its direction, and that way [animation director] 
fob Coleman would kre @nacty where the eye lines should be, We 
wanted to oot the animation sequences as clase ta done a4 possible. 
50 that Rab’s team could get working on those.” 


Evolutionary Needs 

Since Episode | wat corctanily eveting throughout ihe editing 
process, ILfel was occasionally asked to create shats Lucas hadnt real 

ized he'd needL “So they'd grab pieces from all over the place that they 





hadn't intended to be in that shot, then kind of mock it up on the 
Aid,” Alexander says, “Ther we wail Steck it all tegerher ito a shor 
for them and try to make that look great." 

One daficult exampl invelwed Ure deene inside the Podracer 
hangar after Anakin has won, where Jar Jar picks up the boy, Shmi 
embraces him, then he frends and Padené congratulate him Thies 
Sequence Irvohed about five shots that were entirely pieced together 
fram found elements. They added that sequence about teoethirds of 
the way into the schedule” Alexander notes. “John Knoll reshot the 
hanger miniature for one she of the fraire, then there's a whole live 
action plate that fills the right side, and a fee OG elements libe Jar Jar, 
along with live-action elements, melding Padme, Shim, Qui-Gan and 





C-3PO. who were shot agaings a bluescreen. Originally, Hiese bliee- 
screen elements weren't for this enact shat, but Gearge knew that at 
the end of the race he wanted to do @ lithe celebration. As the story 
came togerher, he decided he specifically needed this shot, Qui-Gon 
was in those bluescreen shots, but he's also up in Watto's boot! Since 
we needed the Padi ehensent, we actually had to remove Qui-Gon 
from those bluesoneen shots” 


Cespite the often difficult work, Smith was often cared away by 
the sheer joy of being able to help create exactly the sequences Lucas 
envisioned. “The more complicated the shot George would suggest. 
the more we wend, Yet! Lee's bry ike? Sith Saud. “Ewerybody was quete 
kean to see iF we could doit, een though there were times when all 
of us—ILA, the whole kit-and-caboodle—wondened whether we'd be 
Making if Gut at the cher end of this cen tine, Because wee were liter- 
ally cutting the movie until the week before the end of the final 
[poured] mmx.” ibe 
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Srar Wars references can be divided into four general cateqarkes: 
full-fledged spoofs, subther pudges. frank finger pointings. and well- 
camouflaged Easter eggs. All four categories are permeable, and 
marry reforances could lead celery happy lives in more than ome 
Shot. There are a host of exceptions, but we'll stick with this four-part 
system for clacity’s sake, And while there's plenty of Sor Fos material 
in other pop culture refuges (especially on Ty], well stick to feavure- 
length fleas. 


i Lietro- Goldepe-Hower Pictures, Tne. 


spoofs 
Aspoofar parcdy is the most ostentatious forn of Star Mors nefer- 


ence. it's the exhibrionist of the family: you just can't miss it i's ao 





funny, borrowing Star Mis elements and displays them in an unusual 
or unesqpected manner. 

The riother of all Star ors soooFs is Miel Brook's Searcecballs 11 S87) 
From the opening sequence ("We brake tor nobody") through to the 
conclusion [May the Schwartz be with youl"), Seaonbails spills uta 


shiplaad of characters and situations borrowed" from all three install- 





ments of the original movie trilogy. Garth Vader Is Dark Helier (Rack 
Moranis|, Princess Leia tunis inte Yeipa [Daphne Zuniga), Han Solo 
fand Luke Skywalker, to a insser degree] becomes Lone Starr (Bill 
Pullman) and 2a on. The movie features a Schwartz duel wih Vader's 
diminutive, bespectacled alter age (Mooranés is over a foot shorter than 
David Prowse’s 62°), and scenes of Foromasslsted heavy-chjects lift- 
ing, among other parodies of classic Star Wors mornents. Aven and 
Plomet of the Apes also get their share of hilarious references here, but 
The Miachews arcund which everything revalves is definitely Star Wines, 
Just as Shar iors has become the reference for space opera epics, 
Spacddehoa it often considered dhe reference im Star Mors soot, 
Another good example of a opood paps up in Austin Power, The 
Soy Whe Shagged Me (1999). in the last pant of the mowie, just as Dr, 
Evil (Mike Meyers) is trying to Mee {rom his bunar base, Austin Powers 
1 (Meyers again) shoots him in the log, Or, Evil them says hat he wants 
. fo Tee him scenething before he dees. He gets up, starts breathing a la 
# l ‘ Vader, and says, “Austin, | am your father” With tear-filled eyes. 
©) MttrootelderasHoyer Pictures, Inc. 
Austin ack, Really? to which Gr Evil deadpans. "Not really, | can't 
Back thay wp 


Sa a Even the Avetin Powers teaser trailer was designed ta bea Stay Wank 


a . 
‘matt a : t. | am 5 soot, Wilh iages of stash wreckage that looked suspiciously like 


Star Destroyers and TE fighters blown to bits—complete with a 


ya all father’ = rangely familiar music cue—the camera zoomed in on Or. Evilin a 
brother’ Ss ne ew So = | look-alline Thane Rogen: “You were pPeaing soneone else!” The 
Beous in’ Ss + Lae creas even paid tribute to 1954's approaching release of Epesode 
EP you see only ane movie this summer, s¢e Ster Mars. [Fou see teen 


a 


movies, see Austin Powers, The Spy Who Shagped Me.” 
That stunt was a few, no doubt 


Dark Be ies (Fick Poranis) 10 Lane (2 Fl aL ty \ The Pirate Move (15621 Is interesting nat only because itis 4 some 
a! Sporeenlis: 7 he Metre ] 
i 
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what obscure example of 4 Star Wiers sooof but also because It is dif- 
ferent from the “collages” that would becoene typical in the 190s. Hot 
Sheu, The Moked Gur, and many of theiribrathren referenced a dozer 
different fens, if net mere, in the midst of their elaborate parodins. 
Taking a different approach, The Pirate Movie was a spoof! of The Biretes 
on hennanceé (the come operetta by Gilbert and Sullivan) with just a few 
outide references thro in Star eos, of eourse, wad one such refer- 
ence, ACOne point in the movie, the young Frederic masz fight a diel 
wih the Peate King. Lacking the expenence of the 2essomed sailor, 
Frederic is quickly disarmed, and hls rapier flies out of reach, Frederic 
looks ancund fora solution, and then the blade of his rapier gives off a 





lightsaber glow while a booming voice calls out to him, Use the Force, 
Frederic The rapier flies back ipa the our parake’s Rand, ard the 
duel continues. Ghyen that the filmmakers chose to Imeclude so few 
freavie references, the fact (hat ane of the rare allusions pointed te the 
space epic was signidicant. Five short years after the release of Episode 
NV, Che $494 was already part of the cultural pool. 

The opening credits of Maked Gen 23 149 (1904) show a series of 
police-chase sequences with the camera placed on the top of the 
Squad car, just behind the revolving rec) are! blue ght, in ane af 
those sequences, the police car ie “driving” down the Geath Star 
Pench inthe company of a few X-wirege. 

Toy Story 2 1190) bs rife with Sra Mors sound effects, from Vader's 
heavy breathing. to =eploding blaster bolts. Wear the end of the 
movies when the gang escapes fron the office of the evil toy collector, 
Buzz Lightyear (Tim Allemp finally comes Fane to face with his archen- 
ern The Erigeror fing (Andrew Seana, Bue fells him, “You killed 
my father” ta which 2urg replies the inevitable “Mo, Buzz, fam your 
father” Even though this has become perhaps the meet common Star 
Ware reference, the joke still hasn't base any of its chanm—a testienany 
ta the power and relevance of the original line spoken by Vader at the 
climax of The Empire Sarikes Fock 


Nudges 

A nudge isa referancs that keepea straight face. team be funny, but 
it doesn't really try to be. The nudge is short and to the paint, and it 
doasn't necessarily stand our, Less chvious than a spool, a nudge cam 
be missed if you don't pay attention. The nudge grabs a solid second 
Pate wher it oofies bo the mee satictyineg Shar Freed reference bo 
*catch,” thawgh itis nearly ina dead heat with the Easter egg. 

One of the most Famous Stor Fors nudges hapoens near the begen- 
nang of indiana Jones: and phe Tere of Daan (1984), When Indy 
[Harison Ford) and Wile (Kate Capshew) escape from the poisonous 
had quys with the help of Short Round Uonathan Ke Calan), we see 
that the cabaret they burst out of is called Club Obi Wan. This follows 
the long-established Lucashln tradition of inside joked, ihe moet pra 
lific of which is the appearance of the tithe of George Lucas’s first 
mows, THA-7 78. almost evenevhere, from LucasArts video games to 
Episode | (ome of the bartlednoids im the end assault bears an allen 
designation that looks a lot like the munverals 1138). 

When Mammy McFly (Michael J, Foo) tikes to convince his finune father 
Gearge [Crapin Glover! joaskhis future mother [Lea Thompson) out to 
the high-choal dance in Back fo the Future (1985), George refuses and 
saya that nobody on this planes coukd make him chamge his mind, 
Karty stages an elaborate demandiration. culminating with him bove- 
ering over his father ina seerengly alien hazard suit in the middhe of 
the night proclaiming, “hy name is Garh Vader." Beteeen Van Halen 
Guitar Fils, You cant hear a farraiar breathing sound 

There's a high-speed nudge in Beverly Hills Cop if (1987). When 
Taggaet (ohe Aghten), Redeweed Dudge Reinhold). and Paley [Eddie 
Murphy) are micing io the final showdown of the movie, Foley com 
ments on Rosewood’: performance at the wheel: “Are you driving 
WIth Four ayes Oem OF ane You Lsineg the Force?” 

“Weird Al” Yanibovices DAF (192) is an interesting cas 
one of the briefest, riost discreet nudges ever, yer ot is wirtlally inmipaas- 
dble for any member of the audience to miss it. When Stanley 
Spacdiwwea (Michael! Richards) breaks free of Ais bonds and @sespes 
fram the gang of thugs, he docs socsith the help of his trusty mcg. 
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Finger Paintings 
" town a diferent road. When 
aks in docking like a swollen-hesded Darth Vader, or 
when Zurg tells Buzz that he lathes, here's re he Irligahe 
youre wate hing—It"|ust happens bo reach out 
who ha 1 the sagas filed 


i c pears in seem more real to the viewer, 
because the characters talk about Stor Word the way far d, Tria 
no doubt that these characters | seen at le @ Shar Wars movie. 
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AL alo has an exchange with the Russian cosmonaut, Lev Andrapay 
[Peter Stommare|. AJL asks, “Howe you ewer heard of Evel Knievel?" 
Andropey peioens, “Td, | reer Saw toe ears 

Almost all of Kevin Smith's films include, at one palnt or areother, 
Star Mors finger paintings. The dinscter’s fire feature film, Clerks 
(1994), is no excepsion to the cule, In ome of many related scenes, 
Dante (Brian O'Halloran) and Randal Jeff Anderson) discuss at bength 
the marahiry af desireying the second Death Star while werkers— 
civilns—were laboring on Board. “All right, so even if incependent 
Contractors are working on the Death Star, why are you uneaay with 
its destruction?” The hilarious discussion goes on for a while, the tes 
“philosophers” as serious a5 canbe. 

The Madi 4 phe Cupboard (1995) illustrates a diferent kind of fin- 
ger pointing, one based on associated images rather than diatogue 
and achon When Oenri realizes what soct of miracles his wooden up 
board can da, he embarks upen an experiment: be locks all sorts of 
foys inside the cupboard. When he bets them out again, they'we all 
fone 10 life, induding 43 4" Danh Vader, owinging his glowing ned = = at‘the . 


lightsaber around. Ba a oe 
Along 4simadar line £7. he Extra-Tereeirial | 1962) contained a high fe a 3 re | Vi es. ag 


ger pointing count, including Elliott's (Henry Thomas) Sear Mors sheets. 

and action figures. The most effective of those happens when the kids 
disguise 6.7. as a ghost on Halloween night. They happen To alk, past 

a child wearing a Yoda costures, af which point John William's music 
: lem pararily transibians ibe Yoda's there front Shae Me, 


Easter Equs 
Exiremely hard to spa on first viewing or witht ghee aid af pause 
and zoom feabures, the presence of an Easter egg is often ackmawl- 
edged only after someone from the production has revealed iL Viti 
you migha miss a nudge if you steal a glance at your date in the dark 
. ess of the theater atthe wrang mament, Easter eggs can pass pou by 
| even 2 you pay chose athenion bo mie 
One of the most popular Star Wors Easter eggs shows up in Aaiders 
of the Lost Ark (7981). When indy and Salah Chohn Rhys-De vies) are in 
the Wiel of the Souls removing the Ars from its stone casing, hidden 


fi Columbia Pirhores. 


aman hieroghphics are engravings of C-3PO and A2-D2 Earlier in the 
| movie, the seaplane that Indy escapes in canes jhe designation “QE 


CFOS a subthe reference to tao major characters in the Stor Wars story. aa | Sink 


Visual effect antises are larnous for incliading Easter eggs im their 


work, The Star Wierd movies themeclees are full of them, from the tiny s George Luc aS 
posters iin the cockpit of A New Hope's Rebel Blockade Runner te the - ga minc SE a 
Plastic soldier wekfed into the gigantic Execuror monte! land let's moe 


Some Reedy. Lf 


forget the floating potabo—or the shoe’—lost in Episode W's avteroed 
freld). One of thade vidual effects Easrer Ais bound its way inte Chose 
Ermoowarers af tfet Third Ried [U977), When the UFO fies aver Devil's 
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Miountain, you can tect an upside-down A2-D2 in the detads of the haba Cuther Sing [Ehris Agata, 
ship's unelersida Gevhich turns aut ta be the tog when the ship flips eer Boe Sorte Boe 
over in order to Land). 

Another vidual effects Easter egg can be fourd in Shar Trek: First 
Cantacr (1295). The Big battle against the Borg involwes a huge num- 
ber ofshios, amang them two YT-1500 Corellian freighters—the same 
mide! as che Mileamin Faloiw, 

E you're still not cominced, keep your eyes open the next time youre 
WARING a Popular movie made im the last hep decades, There sa gc 
chanoe youll spot some sort of Stor Mors reference. Whether it's subtle 
or in your face, (here's. good chance its there. You just have to kee for 
if, Wit reels to wad, inkl 2005 to see mone Star bars at the movies? 
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STAR WARS: ATTACK OF THE CLONES 
BASEBALL CAP & T-SHIRT 

Designed specifically for the Official Star Mors Fan Club, 
Chit Glack bagetall cap and charcoal gray T-shirt feature 
the Attach of the Clones logo on the front, and the Fan 
Cluit loge on the back! The cap is adjustable to fit most 
Gres and the T-shirt features all re art acrass the Front 
and is availble in L and-SL Both tems are mace fron 
1005 cotban. Get yours today! 
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KI-ADI-MUNDI 12°’ FIGURE 
Previousky the only Jeck Knight serving om the Jedi High 
Council, KhAdiMumnel inca holds the distinction ef Jedi 
Master. When the Jedi lagen of the massing anmnies on 
Geanashs, Ki-adi-Mund! accompanies Mace Windu on 4 
Caiperahe mission to Sukie the Separatist and their 
ever-expanding diid armies KeAdi-Mundi is fully 
poseable and comes with « ightsaber and authentically 
Sry led auf. 

KETAWORD: JT10922 $24.98 
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Tuite mabe ibe i: ba Phe ae beh BREE (eee BATTLE EE E REeod Chesca Lace) Mache ccechusheny for the Official Star Mfrs Fan Club, 
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BEFHEGS, JTIRsE e , . 
S599 ide S598 itt 5S. FS tite O59 F Serkes 1k sure to-win your heset and imagination! 
} The custernsncides handpainted, pokessin bsbbbe 
reads Sprig) to We with all te detail of the original 
charaeners, et One ieciedes all (hinge Gobibbeleaah 
Seetueed in Ube mauegural neleawe: Dierth Vecker, Boba 
Fett ancl PO with F2-D2_ Bech bobblehead is ind 
Vvduelly numbered, come with a certificate of 
authenticity and is sure bo become one of the mast 
cherished pieces of your Stor Mia collection. 
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ATTACK OF THE CLONES STORMTROOPER TROOP BUILDER SET | “Sout 
MOVIE POSTER Start your Star lars action figure collection or bolster your wants ania 


This rere! one-sheet poster, ilustrated by Drew In@erial trace forces with the Stemntresper Troop Bullder 
Struzan, places Anakin Siqevalker and Padmé Sec. These four guper-poseable 3 34" storntnospers from 
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turmca Tearing ihe Repaiblic apart, collection or for ude in digrancad. 
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SECRETS OFTHE __ : "BY ROB COLEMAN 
TIPOCA CITY CLONERS LM ANIAATION DIRECT 


JUST SOUTH OF THE RISHI MATE 
Ibis an age-old struggle—good yersus evil—but sometimes the 
lines are blurred. Whe ane the heroes! Who are the villains? Lisually 
that's nota problem in lhe Stor Word galaxy, with its noble Jedi 
Knights and sinister Sith lords. Even scoundrels soon showy their true 
colors, Placing ther fernly on the fight o¢ dark side of the Force. 
Yet haw does one judge the claners of Kamina? They seem to be @ 
Gene and yen peaceful civilization, but from their laboratorkes are 
training facilities emenge the deadlias of wariors. When seeing 
these lithe, intelligent, but whimately inscnitable characters 
in The script tor Ande of toe Clanes, ihe animation team had 
Blenty of questions: What was their store? Why were they oo 

Secreta? Ared just what exact were they up to? 

inhabiting the strange, high-tech caies perched aver the 
faging 2648 of their planet, the Kaminoans possesied an abi 
ously advanced generic lechrolagy capable of cresting huge 
armies for their prospective cleits, Even afer reading the 


















Scrip, it was Sl unclear how these creatures were mati 
vated: there was ambivalence as to vwherher they cared 
about he destructive force their armies could inflict. 
IFanything, they seemed completely ameral. 

George Lucas provided an early clue, but even that only interdified the enigma 
slrreuinding the cloner. He had told Rena Gwen, valor actor for Taian Ve, thar 
the Keminoans were ceagunes of “hve and light” There had even been early nes " : ve nie ? 
discudsions in the art department with —__ 
concems design supervise, Doug 











ot STA WhAEE EM REBRE 


W oconenptool acolpta by Michoel Humane & 


Chiang that the Keminaans and 
Their wartd should be oyercs- 
posed, bleaching out the frame 
with white light. During initial 
discussions with Lucas, there 
was a Gecided amblquity sur- 
founding he gender af the 
Kamincans. Hie aidn't wane phere 
to be any dear answers when it came to the 
inhabitanis of Tipoca City: they were to 
remain shrouded in mystery. 

Fees thangs are more frustrating to an ani- 
rater thas mot kncresrg the subset inside ancl 
out, because understanding the meativation of 
an ananated characler—just as with any 
actorols espential to giving ti life. Fortunately, 
Lucas could provide quidamce im other ways, 
detadling the outward clues to whatever lay 
within the clomers’ hearts. He wanted the 
Kaminaans to have an outward appearance of 
abeolute tarquility, He wanted them to 
appear serene and in complete contral of 
Theniseies and their sealed city environment. 
These qualzies were to be in direct opposition 
to the chaos of the stocmy weather lashing 

































Tipaca City from the outside. 
Thee vad ho Ee a Serce phage 
the Kaminaans had seleced 
this word exacthy becouse it 
Wad $0 Famiote afd imbins- 
pltable. The clones pre 
ferred to live a solitary life, 
far remowed from the 
other civilizations popu- 
latins] the galaxy 


CLONE 
CONCEPTS 


The design of the Kaminaans 






is reminiicent of the classic 
ioe of the gray, alien nd-eyed 
1940:—the 
Blanktaced, disgassionate 
creatures that hagnt our 


aliens of the 


collective conscience when- 
eye We So) af ipeaplica- 
ble light mayving In the 
night sey. Building on 
earlier ingpiratices, Dray 
Chiang, lain MeeCaig. and 


Tan WARS 


IHS1DER #5 


REH 


Y THE MAGIC 


the ptual sculpts build by 
Murnane amd Robert Barnes 
At ULF, 


Campbell | 


modeling suparvisar 

@ these@ clay soulpts as mefenenoe 

when he began building the computer gener 

ated versions Uhat wauld actually be animated 

ard rendered in the final film. Camebell was 

Mest interested in creating a belies 

library" nee 

Cheeks, and mouth that would be animated 
Tier ta farm the facial expressions By 

studying hit awn fare in a minor at his desk, as 

well as e@ireme close-un oo reference af 

animagion nator Llewle Aciaro’s eyes 


4nd mouth, Campbell carefully constructed 


aa FITAR WARE IHGZIBDEE 


the shapes. Each shag Id be blended with 
in diferent percentages ta comvey a 
A CoOnhusion Gr Com pas- 


ubte effect of a smile through the 


checks and up inta the comers of the eyes 


Relpe gall the resliem of th minoan's Facial 
Bs. In ai , erything has to be 
carefully planned and built: nothing cam be 
taken for granted. The almond eyes of the 
characters prowed etpeially challensgire. It 
wat decided that inner eyeballs should be 
odd $0 Chat ihe auderide could se where 
the Karminaans were locking. Wie weren'l sure 

g bowork, but we thought that 


wie would give ita try," 4 Campbell, 


After modeler Moon-Jumng Kang heed phe 


Gea! cospures. Viewpaint Supenisar 

added her can subtle a ; 

12 ¢kin 4nd eye bestures that would 

transform the revugral gray puter models 
inte the fulloolor faces seem lin the film. Lucas 
wanted (he Kamingans to hawe skin that was 
detailed enough to held upin sustained elose- 
Ups, Balle worked an amphabian-like skin tex: 
tures shat had depih to them, she added 
Subcutaneous capillaries and translucency, as 
well asa feeling ol meibure. to the surds 
The resulting layered skin, wher rendered, 
had a realism about it thet helped present the 


Raminoans as “peal” ene: 


VOICES FROM SPACE 


The Kaminoan facial expressions ard fip-syne 
were carelully choreographed, coming only 

fer the vedoe actors their cia 
logue. Lama Su and Tauri VWo's distimerive 


eh Santed wah actors Anthony Phelan 














AWTHOWY PHELAN 


eee oF 


and Pena Chen onset, but they went through 
quite an eedution before they ended up iin 
their final form. Earky bests created by sound 
designer Ber Bunt inchided what can ani be 
refered to as “dolphin-liee woloe characberis- 
tics. The animators Sruggied to cones ihe 
feellmg that those volees were emanating 
from: the ong neck and small-mouthed 
Kaminoans. Animator Sean Curran enjoyed 
the challenge of working with the different 
WOH Theatres, es pestially The ass uriciial 
ones. “actually prefered the mare distarted 


wero nl” he Confeg ses, 












The goal in fg-aynching animated charac- 
ters is always to persuade the audience that 
the waice they hear comes from the creature. 
The animators study the woite actor's per- 
farmances, looking for any physical actions ar 
facial eqpressiondé that they might indhude in 
their animation to help capture the realiry 
and bestow it to the animated character. The 
facial provements of the Kaminaans had te 
be subtle and controlled, making the task 
that much more dilicult te overcocne, 


DREAM WORLDS 

Animators blared mevemant inseiratiars 
Fram Tai Chi meditation with the $eH-assured, 
distinerive stride af runway Tashion models to 
create 2 sense of inner peace for the 
Kamingans. “Tl kept iriagining how a supeer- 
model in high stilettos would walk and sit,” 
ans @nimiabor Syhia Wong, The goal was be 
make the cloners mows ina fuld manner that 
demonstrated their inner serenity. While 
warking on thei disinetive walk, animaned 
Bevin Martel studied Audrey Hepburn in fy 
Fair body, parliculaely a scene in wheh dhe 
saumbers elegantly toward the camera. The 
research paid ofl 25 Ae says, “Studying these 
slew and graceful movements gave me a 
great starting point far how to give the 
Kaminoans thea onooth and greceful way of 
regally gliding fram one place to another.” 


dé 
I KEPT IMAGINING 
HOW A SUPERMODEI 
IN HIGH STILETTOS 
WOULD WALK 
AND SIT. 


Taun We aid Lama Sus hand movements 
also had a flourish and fluidity to shen, simi 
lar in some ways fo human sign language. ft 
Wad ur hope that tose actions would acd 
an extra level of sophistication to these mys 
lerigus cloner, To Rarminaan animaior Sean 
Curran, the clomers were dreamy, ethereal 
erestures, “Obi-Wan's reaction to them 
always seemed ta be, Am | really seeing what 
Pm seeing? Oris this alla cream? 

One of the aspects of the characters that 
wauld be added after the animatian was 
competed was the digital chalhing, Uniike 
Yoda's robes, the Kaminoans were designed 
lo wear ddky, delicate dherts fAat needed bo 
have a graceful and gentle flow. James 
Tooley's cloth team created some fabulous 
Simulations that tether accented the dream 
like quadities of the Kaminoans., Favorite 
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ObieWen's enot looks comtfortoble, 
BUR TE © cll cegitel, Bcmre oe E 
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The live-action photography of | 
olhe Kamingan scenes was a sur 
. real experience. Ewan McGregor 
i hed s bluescreen stage with only 
an illuminated cube for hien te sit 
on. With him were the wwe vaine 


actors wearing construction hel- A; , 
mets with two-dimensional A 


images of Taun We and Lama Su 
taped to the top. The images 
sere that bo thac McG lege webiokd kanow-sefoere Fi kook, nce’ che brunted has ocsces were Gs bar rniec hy 
tailor than the human voine actors were. Gwen are Phelan were there to perform their lines with 
MeGregar, thus establishing the timing and pacing foe the Sin SESS Meni ahee 
Ue pee fe meiosis er back at 


WITH both the bhueicnen footage of Obi ivan 
and the animated Karninenans, 

Computer graphics were used to create 
much of the environment for Obi-Wan's tour 
of the cloning facility. The preducion design 
calied for an incredibly vast space filled with 
thousends of jars concalming clone fetuses. 
Campujer Graphics Supervisor Oavid Merry 
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TIPOCA PUTTING 


among the shots was the subtle wie of fractal, 





digetal “wind” on Tau e's costae as in ya 
blown thrawgh the doorway of Tipoca City, 
By controlling the turbulence of the wine, 
Todley's team was able to create the Illusisn 
of silky fabric fluttering in ihe air, Great care 
and anention to detail combined ta create 
digital chathing simulations that looked as 
real a Ewan Metaregor's comturne. 
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Visual Effects Supervisor Pablo Helman oversaw 
the Kaminoan words. Through a combination 
of miniature models and computer graphics, 
Helmnian and his team oreabed the extesior igi- 
tal cceanof the planet's surface with Tipoca City 
Standing on its stilts high above the wareddine, 
Por the inferior af Lama So's office. the team 
Photographed a miniatwe ard combined it 


worked with Helnan to create 4 layout and 
production plan of this amacing arnranrniert, 
“The 0G hatchery wad one of the most com: 
Blicated rendering setups ewer,” sans Mlerty. 
ieff Doran's composting team then worked 
with the rendered set elements, the blue 
Sereen liveactign, the rendered animation 
characters, and minsaqwe cocridars to create 
the @nviroament that Lucas had envisioned, 

The goal of the visual effects and anima- 
tien beams at ILhel is to ornate believable char- 
acters and worlds that serve the director's 
vision. The artwork, soulpits, ard script give us 
paecess 1 hee huge puzzte that is the Shar bars 
galaxy, but Lutas never gives us the whole 
picture. We may never know wheher the 
AMIS Were as innocent of wromgdalng 
4a They would have Oban believe, bur the 
digital realm of the Kaminoans facial per: 
formances, body movernents, and digital 
Clothing helped the audience accept them as 
living, breathing creatures—whether they be 
good, eva or cautiously neutral ‘bt 
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MINISC] ARCOLGS ¥, CORUSCANT—The recent 
scourge of bidhogical weapons emeloyed by 
) Separatist forces. ane mo bongera threat, aconediing 
Toa report trom the Republics Minkary of Science. 
“Advanconents in biglegical counter-agents 
have rendered the Separagisn paghegens hanm- 
less," sald Miniter Glenenet Ledd, a member of 
the prestigious Luurian Genetic Enclave. “Data 
provided by the Jedi Knights have giver us the 
key bo understanding how the Separatist bulld 
these mecrobes and how best ta desnoy them.” 
hilany Gungan colonists were killed by the 
feleate of a biological weapon on Chma-O'un. a 
mann of Maken bedi investigators were able te 
~ gapbure: rane tendin samples from the Separatist 
OuTposE of Gueyta eaght months ago Since 
then, the Ministry of Science has been dewelop- 
ing vaccines for the deadly weapon 


PALPATINE 
REWAROS 


JED! EFFORTS 





JED! TEMPLE, CORUSCANT—Recognizing “the 
selfless valor in the protection of she atin ita 
and her worlds,” Supreme Chaciellor Palpatine 
recognized the honorable deeds of Jedi Knight 
Avan Postand Jodi Master Shaak Ti today with a 
gift of a grove of ch’hala tees in a ceremony 
held at the Jedi Tempe 

Avan Pest of Chiwckila wos recognized posthu- 
moushy: he perhed last month ina skinnish owes 
Ando, dunng which he dearoyed seven Techno 
Union Hardoel-class vessels. Fost had served iin 
many battlefront: eaty in the conflict Asran 


Ce ee ee ee 


REPUBUIC 
HOLONMET MEWS 


“Analysis of the uncertying 
Stracbure of theser warapeons suey 
gest than they are all built fram 
the same principles,” sad Ladd, 
“By Scen paring cur research of 
the tihealen threat of 4 few 
years aga, we were able oo for- 
Miulate a successhul vaccine” 

Critics question whether the 
Iourcement of a cuns will 
onk prompt the Separatist: bo 
develop deadlier bishigical 
WEAPONS, “Our tcrentishs are neady to deal vaith 
any advancements; in this case, is imperative 
WE SUE bo the peophe of the Republic that 
4 preventative solution awaits,” said Ledd. 

The Ministry of Science and the Refuges Aelief 
MVEA ane parinering bo produce and distribute 





Headows, Master Curator of the Galactic Mugen 

on Coruscant announced the eneation of a special 

eahubit honoring the fallen Jodi by years ered. 
“Chrhala trees are among my fawarite spaci- 


riers of the Republic's garcons. They are rigidly 
implacable yet sensitive to ewen the slightest 
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the vaccine bo med-centers throughout the 
Republic, The report indicates that a muniber of 
non-human specks are eipecially susceptible to 
The Separatist tons and an strangh ercaur- 
aged to mgister with fepublic health onganiza: 
lions for immediate inoculation, Full Stary>> 


disturbance, much like our revered friends in 
the Jedi Temple. | hurmbly ask that you accepe 
these takens of appreciation,” wid Palpatine, 

‘Lam honored to necebae this distinetion in 
fomicn to the Republic. Nonetheless, Jedi 
eichew possessions, ane therefore | donate 
This gat te the Leds Temple.” said Th. Her actions 
on Geonosis, Gentares, and Dagqu were cited by 
Palpatine in a list of notable accomplishments 
by the Togruta Jedi Master. 

Tidenated the growe of four deren infant pur- 
ple-green trees te the Jedi Council, The spectac- 
ular ch’hala trees have pressure—sensitive 
Pigmentation i their bark that aloes them ba 
Change hue and pattem when exposed to sound. 

“We accept this recognition with gratitude, 
though it is our duty to protect the Republic," 
Said Lede Plaster Mace Windy, The Jedi Alister 
then promised the infant grow: would find 
prominent placement within the Jedi Temple. 
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J, / cm ‘ Hepublic Forces 
7... oo shred Bassadroans 


AGAG. BASSADRO—Demearnstrating the | 
deiperate engihs towhich the Republic will 
go to further their stranglehold on outhing 
worlds, evidence has sudoed that a hedi- 
ied battalion of clone tranpers wiped out 
the entire mining village of Agaosir in the 
ay volcanic crags of the AG a0 bie 

killing an est 

Transmissions from Cis Major Dork 
Treetor, fonmer Appropriations Chief of 
the Techno Union, indicate that the 
clones began firing af the natural rock 
formations surrounding the Bassacdiroan 
village, and the Jedi General would order 
cease-fire only upon Treetor's surrender, 


Thee barrage of antieanmor concussian 
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missiles into the razor-sharp obsidian cre- 


“a IE IGA ated adeadhy storm a race tat sliced 
4 f, MGs al through the mining village. The airborne 
rock fragments ao danaped many O15 
it ' : bes astets Under Treetors conunarnd. 
EC CM eT COED father than have the Republic forces 


further target civilians of pextential laibeor- 
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Bassacdra. the Commerce Guild Presidente 
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Shu Mai is recalculating mining quotes 
among strategic producer worlds toa make 
up For the deticit. 


MULUIBILINST—Though the non pact of Banking Olan of value shown by the 


ee in this exercise is appalling,” 
said Shu Mai im an official statement 
“Each of thos miners represented «a hard 
' - ; Officer e , worker mvested skill lewels. The si¢n- 
of the Mid Aim, it is trading at more than S00 efgistic aggregate of the village total was 
4 Standard Rep adit, area in ihe Oiter Rie, 1 the exchisive cur- far beyond the worth of each individual,” 

rency of eer of wrordeds." Full ¢ 
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ULTIMATE ALIEN ANTHOLOGY —_Y MICHATL MIKAELIAN 
-APAN DS [E ¢ GAMING U NIVERSE ro 


BROTHORS GRIM 





The Star Wars Roleplaying Gone from Wisards of the Coast puts you in the Star Pars und ao hersh ¢ 
vere as a Jedi, scoundrel, bounty hunter, or whatever ele you can imagine, and grees within | pute 
yOu Mor than a deze alten species from which to choose. iitinare den Antholagy Ral mate " ag St or, 
upgrades your selection to 120 diterant alien species drawn from the films, novels, comic 
books, and vdeo games. Moreover, it includes character-bullding options such a5 alien qeae, 
optional feats, and specialized presnipe classes. 
This new sourcebook is no mere reprint The orginal Alien antilagy provided the framework 
for this now edition, but they are vasth different books. To make room for all the alien species 
entries, the creature entries fram Aven Anthology hawe been renmowed, (Creatures will get the 





“Hine” (reatment in ihe upoaming Litimate Acwersaries sourcebook, due ata later dane) 


ALIENATIC 
timate Wen Anthology is the single largest resmuree of fs hired, It details, in-depth, 180 sentient 
alien species. Each entry includes information about a species’ personality, physical descriprlice, 
hommewvarid, lingaage, nannies, age in years, and suggestions for creating heroes of 
that spaches, Baer wonder whol Shaak Ti's horme- 
warkd is? Why the Togruta hall from Shili, | 
a temperate wildemess planet located in 
the Exqpansion Region. How about the age 
} Of maturity Gor 4 Putt? Uneil they're about 

















ln the Star Wars universe, a semen 
| alien species is one Shed i iteligent 
The definition af sentient is “capable of 
feeling and perception,” something all 
fying things ae on some level.im Star | 
100 years old, they're still considered | (igrg genteent aliens intersct socially l 
youths, You get the picture—Ierally, and are quided by thelr observacians 


because each embry abo has an and emotiens, while noc-sentione ge 


illustration shoring what the typ- creatures are quided largely by instinct, | 
igal alert of that species looks like. | 
Where does ane find 160 dif- cao PUTS N=: 

ferent alien ipeces anyway? There were a lot of HEROIC EXPLOITS 

aliens created for the sewen feature files (dent for  UMimate Alien Anthology offers seven pres 
get thage two Ewok TWemovies) amd nmumerausg thpe classes and filteen feat, most with a 
printed adventures, UWimare Alien Antbalogy includes nearly all decidedly alien bent. The prestige classes 
ef lhe film saga species but has leh generous space foe faeorites  inchude the aercbat, beastwarden, big-game 
intraduced in Del Rey and Bantam mavels, Scholastic books, hunter, changeling, findernam, mngstic agent, 
Gark Horse and Marvel comic books, LicasAms video games, and tlepath. The aerobat, for EP eT, 


i i 


and aaa West End Games Star viors Roleplaying Game. requires that the character can fly: he can use 

The Expanded Universe provided a great deal of infermation a jet pack, the Force, or some other moans, 
Featured in Lithia Alten Anthology, but few species aro as pee = but the character gaan ihe benefits of the 
cisely detailed as the sourcebook required them tobe. Many  aerobat prestige class only when fying This 
minor details had ta be determined te create a complere list- option gives a natural born flyer a distinct 





ing for mast species, advantage when chosing the aerobat pred. 
I lige class, The changeling, an the other hand, 

must bolong to a species with the ability to 

ged, rural ite, Gh] tree the shapeshett. A telkepath can be a imeember of 
riers Ga Heat any species, bul members of telepathic 
species get of easy when it cames te the 


POSITIVELY BEASTLY 





nad ie with; her (rushed | n” prestige clade’ requirements. 
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Two prestige classes that apoeared In the 
original Alien Anthology made the transition 
ta the Dittnape edigign, Thee big-gare hunter 
remains largely unchanged, while the finds- 
man boiginally the Gand findimant has 
been completely reworked ta be mare 
Siesible as a character aption and will 
acourately reflect the species’ traditignal 
hunting religion. 





Mee feats added to Litinar alien Anthology 
Gre shen characters a distinet edge. For exarn- 
pls, onhy aligns with naturally annond bodies 
can select the feats Ghitinous and) Thick 
Hide, inprowing the protection offered Alga, 
talaned and toothed aliens can select the 
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Powerful telepothe ¢ 


hia 











Rarer Ole and Racor Bite feats, retoectively, to impeowe the 
amaunt of damage these attacks deal. To balance out these ratual achvar- 
tages, characters of any species can select the Know Enemy feat for an added 
edge when dealing with members of orve specific species 


BIZARRE BAZAAR 

Allens and character cations are good, but the mast ingeresing ala= 
ment of 4 truly Slien specks ip often their ull. Doeens of special 
ized allen equipement entries appear threughout Linnete Aven 
Anthology, accompanying the appropriate species entries. These ibems 
inuige everything trom Vorduln ob-shell armor—ihe lnaing Yuuzhan 
Wong armar that can withstand a lightsaber blade—ta the deadly chaerie— 
4 Chits-made blaster rifle that effortlessly penetrates most annmar. 

A few specks require speclailized equipement po stay allve im typical 
hurmancid-feendh environments. Among them are the ammonia- 
breathing Gacid and the low-pressure Skakoaes, Oiher species fallow 
the Wookiees' example of specialized weapons, including the Radian 
erragen whip—whith uted & supercooled dail for added pain and 
discriemtation—and the Mon Calaman subsqua blaster—a powerhul 
undervaber energy weapon. Acunding out this strange callection of 
alién equipment are odd Mens that are neither weapons, anwar, 
nor vited for survival. Among them are the often Enh-associated kloo 
horn, (he Cenan Bagh meditation crystal, and Owoheg wocalizer mask, 


Gitimate Aver Anthology ib a 22-page hardoover sourcebook available in 
April 2003, Star Wis eepaying Game players and gamenasbers, a5 well 
as Expanded Universe aficionados, are sure to drool like 2 famished Hutt in 
ariticipauicrrs, Sa! 


Foy mone infarmation about the Saar Wark Aoleglaying Garris, 
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The Star Wars Trading Card Game fron Wizards of the Coast will be celebrating its 
first birthday this April, but the players ane the ones qering the gifts. The Battle 
of Yavin eaparcion set somehow finds a way to squeeze every major element of 
Shar bars: Episode (V4 Wee Rose into a SO-card $e, It has all the major heroes ane 
villains, the fastest hunk of junk in the galaxy, and the ultimate power in the universe 


RECURRING ROLES 

Luke Siywalkorr, Princess Leia, Ob-Wan Kenobi, 
and Darth Vader reburn to the Star Wors To 
with smweral nev Character cards each in Batthe 
of Yavin. Thanks to the game's stacking fea- 
ture—which increases a unique card's abilities 
by “stacking” a different 


version of that card underneath it 
Up to four different copies—=new 
VETO Of a Characber are a wel- 
come addition. Players will mow 
have seven Likes. six Vader, five 
Leias, and eight ObbWans to 
choose trom when bulding their decks. Other 
notable returning cands incude R2-D2. C-IPD, 























Luke's Landspeeder, and Luke's X-wing. 
Battle of Yavin’s nee acditians to the Stor 
Wars TCG come well prepared for stacking a4 
well, Han Solo, previously a Battle of Yavin pre- 
dew card available only in foal version ima Mew 
Hage packs, makes his debut. Wherever Hani ls, 
his faithful companion Chewhacca and space 
freighter Milfennivn falcon are newer far 
behing. On the Bark Side lhe mew stackers ane 
the allegedly foulsmelling Grand Matt Tarkin 
and his Tavorite supenweapan, the Death Star. 
Four Hans and three each of Qhewle, Tarkin, 
and the Faloan, give players plenty of options. 


EATRA SPECIAL EDITION 


Aust a5 the Amack of (he Clones and A hew 
Aoge expanaaan sess Iinchided anwork cre- 
abe just far the Stor Wars TOG. so does 
Battle of Yavin, The mew 
mages are among the mest 
Sling of all created far the 
card game, adding the opticn 
ef a ground assault of the Rebel 
base on Yavin 4 bo the Empire's 
battk plan. Four ground wehi 
cigs, Bach Nustrated againdt ihe 
lush jungle surface of Yavin 4, aro 
easy To spat Bul might mot be 
immediately recognizable: the 
Chatiot Light Assault Vehicle, first 
described in Timechy Zaher's Hey ta 
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fhe Emre: the Rebel Anmored 

Freeruinmer, introduced in Zahen's Oork Gone 
Avsing: and the Juggenmaut and Melb 
Camimand Bate, both oneated for test End 
Games Shar lors Roleplaying Gare and res- 
urrected years later for the Steyr Mars Force 
Commander Fl gars. All of these ywehicles 
are tough customers and are sun fo see lots 
af play, 

A scarbhownl my of less chyvious crew illustra- 
ions alsa appear in Battle of Yavin. Among 
them are Luke's Skyhopper, the often-heand- 
about-yet-rarely-seen Wome fat, and the 
Imperial Landing Craft, 

As with the A few Hope capansion sat, 
images for Bawle of Yavin were captured 
fram a print of the Special Edirion version of 
Episode FW. As a reult, the set includes some 
less Farriliae magery you'll $68 andy in the 
updated movie: hordes of stoemirenpars, 
the expanded view of the Rebel fighter 
squedroms, anda more detailed Mos Eisheyy 


DEATH STAR 
APPROACHING 

Craating semehing as massive as ihe Death 
Ster for the Stor Wars TOG required thar the 
cenign strike a delicate balance between 
game mechanics and story concerns. Three 
ef the faut most powerful cards in game, the 
three wortons of the Death Sar are aleo the 
hres most expensive cards im the game at 
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Id, 15, aed 16 build pains They duapplam 
Mace Wiredu (A), Trade Federathan Control 
Core, and the flisdian card Destroy Alderaan, 
which previously hald the record ina three- 
way tie at 10 build points. 

IF it weren't for ihe Death Sears bey wedk- 
ness, it's possible that the space station 
would have det prohibitively mare. All three 
varslons of Tarkin’s technological teeror share 
a common trait—a weakness, # you will 
They all Bear the text: “Each Starleghter geass. 
Critical Hit 3 as long as it’s attacking the 
Death Star” Het on does this ability reflect 
ther staglon's wulneerabilitg inthe story, it helps 
balance out its effectiveness in the game. 
Card games offen use this kind of megative 
ability to justify alawer cost and acd an inter- 
evirig Wis bo & powerful cand. 

On a more positive mote, each version of 
the Ciesth Star has its own unique ability for 
ihe Dark Side player te expkyr, The sreallese, 
Geath Star (2). allows you to spend 1 build 
Pome fo search your deck for & Starfighiber 
and put lt in your hand, Since this ability 
doesn’t tap the Death Star, you can sill use 
ins 1 ower to attack in ihe sare Dur. The 
middle one, Death Star (A) lets you decide 
Whether Ou Wail 0G attack another Space 
unit using its 15 power ona ground unit using 
MS G-power Bambard abeliy. The largese, 
Oeath Star iC, can either attack with its mas 
che 20) power oor, if you combral the Space 
arena, simply tap to wine OUT ever unit— 
Light and Oare—in the Ground arena. 


ONE IN A MILLION 
Despite the Death Stars aweiome power, 
there are same mew features in Battle of 
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NICS AND 


"he 


Yavin Dat car bypass os defended, much 
as Luke dors inthe climax of Episode [y, 
Luke's K-wing ([B) i& quick and sturdy. 
aned it has the Critical Ait 4 ability idoes 4 
more damage if yaw rall at least ame natural 
six), This, upled with the Dearth Star's cen 
endowment of Critical Hit 3 upon enemy 
Scarfighters, increases Luke's X-wing's 
Critical Hit total ta 7. Luke Skywalker (6) is 
onboard, that tatal increases ta 11. in that 
caie, one poll of 6 deals 12 damage, eough 
to destroy the Death Star (EB) outright. 

Players ledking fer 4 more spectacular 
way of finishing aff the Death Star might apt 
for Blow This Thing, which reduces yaur 
attack fo 7 die B your attack hies (ane the 
damage isn't prevented), the target Is 
destrayed, Putting all af your faith in ane die 
rodl is risky, especially since there ame nanny 
ways to prewent 1 point of damage. Luke's X- 
wing (A from the previcis eoparcion sen is 
better suited ta take advantage of Blow This 
Thing; combine if with Whi set's Ob Yan's 
Guidance Battle card and you're guaranteed 
that the 1 die roll wall be his. 


RETALIATORY STRIKES 

As if Baatk of Yavin wasnt cool enough 
already, it alsa intraduces a mew ability to the 
Stor Wars TOG, Petaliabe. Ht works this way: 
"Retaliate % figured ia tte same ovend as phis 
anit ettocds Wiis wait, ft wait does ¥ dice of 
daring fo thar veil when the artnck anda 
Chewhbacea’s surly attitude seems the most 
key indpiration fer tha ability, a4 all three 
werstans of Chewie have this absligy in wary: 
ing degrees. IF nothing else. this fact lends 
More cregence To ihe phinase. “IC's rat wise to 
upset a Wook” 

Grand Mol Tarkin (Al ao provides & 
powerful Retaliate ability, but mot for him sett, 
ftead, the Imperial leader gives all of your 
Jedi Retaliate 4 fora bow, low cast of 1] Foece, 


( -REAT TING SOMETHING AS MASSIVE 


THE DEATH STAR 
REQUIRED THAT 
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Barth Vader (A or C) fron A Mew 


Hage and this wertion of Tarkin make a killer 
Combo WaGer can spend | Force 6 bercepe 
an attack made against Tarkin, and then 
Spend another Farde to Reteliate for 4 dice of 
damage. In's no worder Leia wasnt suprised 
to see Tarkin “holding Vader's beach” ‘ae 


for more information about the Star Wars Trecing 
Core Game, bla Wee Bene, CONT SS. 
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THE LOAD: 


TATOONIE OVERPOPULATION 


| Over the past few months, Starved Insider has provided meaders with a unique look inte 


_ the beta tests for Ser Wort Galasies, the first massively nvultiplayer online game set in the 
galaey far, far away, Recently, Lucaiarts and Sony Online Entenainment concluded the 


second phase of the beta test process. During the first phase, developers focused an gath 
ering feedback amd finding bugs lated to combat, creature sparening, chaning, movement, 
and other core game systems This the, they really tuned up the pressure. 


WHAT A LOAD 

The second phase of beta testing placed morn 
emphasis an “laad testing.” Massively nvulti- 
player online games must allow thousands of 
Players ta be in the gacnte veorld simultane 
cuily, where they can interact and adventure 
tagether, The back-end server technology 
required for this envirerment is extremely 
Campo, making it difficult to build, test, and 
optimizer, A bag in the syter can couse the 
Servers to become unstable; im the worst 
casek, This resis in a sener crash that pre- 
vents players fram acosssing the gare at all. 
Ta track down these bugs and ensure that the 
game can support ihe thousands of players 
‘who dream of living in the Star iors universe, 
the team hokts “head pests" in which 2s many 
players as possible ane crammed ito the 
game, Also kricven &6 “stress bests," theese 
beta-test sessions allow developers to gauge 
Thee CuITen, slate of server technology, and 
must be held every time designers add mew 
iytiems, features, or significant cantert Load 
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tests abo allow developers to invite more 
Testers into ihe beta program; the pool af 
beta testers for Srar Wiers Galaxies had 
reached nearly 6,000 by eacly December 2002, 
During the load fests, programmers study 
aconitant flow of data, monitoring the sercer 
performance ag hundreds of players enter 
and leave the game, spread cur across a 
planet, and engage in combat with com- 
puterconiraied creatures, Bul what de play 
ers do during load tests} Qurimg the earliess 
tnals, The developers asked players simply ta 
congregate on Tatooine and char with ane 
amather, This activity mirrored the earliest 
beta tests designed to exercise the chat ays- 
tem, although on a much greater scake: 
instead of dozens players hanging out 
together, this time there were hundreds, all 
chatting aid emoating. As the developers 
became mone comformable with the sereer 
Stability, Tey began turning on other impor: 
tant systems, allowing larger groups to 
engage in combat and take missions. 






BY HADEN BLACKMAN 


ALL THE PRETTY 
LITTLE BANTHAS 
The fv Ries. ie Porlent additions to the load 
tests were citles and sprening. While players 
had @xplored cities during smaller tests, 
adding all of Tatooine's cities to the game 
and allowing players to visit therm sinulpame- 
oush proved challenging. This was due, in 
part, to the size of the cities, which are 
onawiing hives of imperial and Rebel 
recruiters, skill trainers, mission terminals, 
medical cemters, training facilities, ard heonels, 
Inclicing spawn Was also 4 signeicant 
step forward because the spawning system 
[which generates enemies and encounters) 
is triggered by players anc their locations. 
Woonly 100 players are ondine, the spawning 
Salem oneates coment for only those 160 
Players; multiply that nurmbeer by five, arvd thee 
Spareming system if working Five tines as 
hard. Bach entity on the server adds te the 
overall sereer load; the sereer meeds ta be 
able to support not only the thowands af 
Players who wilemter the game but alsa the 
feng ef ihousands of creatures and nan- 
player characters (NPCs) generated for ther 
Co riberact with, 

uring phar teo of beta testing, the 
developers also continued to mall aut mew 
systems for the testers to try out. The pet sys- 
tem, which allows players to train creatures, 


was one Of the moet popular. Guring the first 




















tests of the pet system, the players found 
thendelves surrounded by baby banthas. By 
approaching ane of chem sloely, a pester 
could begin training. At the most basic level, 
Players Train thea pets to obey senple com- 
mands, like “attack my tangec” or follow mo- 
4 player can algo name his pet and tesch it te 
respond to that rare. Ir addition, players 
can condition pets to associate varous come 
mands with werbal cued; a player might teach 
his pet to follow whenever that plaser tapes 
*HeelP or anything else the player can imag- 
ime. Within about aq hour of the pet syste 
coming online, the dosort was filled with beta 
teers shouting things like, “Bodo, come 
hitherh or, Se ‘erm Area lis!” 


SCOUTING GALAAIES 

During load testing. the davalapers are alsa 
keenly interested in seeing haw the servers 
perce when players mane araund the 
world, As saan as cltkes and other sites (line 
Jabba's palace and Fort Tusken) became 
available for exploration, the developers 
encouraged players to wisit all of Tatooine’s 
major Lites. 

Exploratiog is an integral pant of the gan, 
almost as important as combat or social inter- 
action. flany massedy muhiplayer garreers 
thrive on wandering the huge realns con- 
mon in these games. As they explore, they dis- 
Cover new locations, anenies, ad adveribures, 
Eventually, Shar Wars Galaxies will provide 
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between nine and teehee planets for players 
le VIL The initial Geta bests were limited bo 
Tatooine, ahhough as of cady December, the 
developer wen preparing to release Endo 
and Mabou po the beta pesiers, The remaining 
identified planets Include: Yavin 4 from the 
films; Corellia, Lo&, Dathornir, and Talus dren 
fron the Expanded Universe: and the neatly 
invented Ror, ame of Maboo’s three moons 
Each Glanecs active Fenibory iS Godilively macd- 
sive, moasuring abour fiiteen kilometers by fit 
teen kilometers. This real estate allows players 
Ample room For egploration, as well 2 provid- 
ing plenty of space for the constractian of 
houted, mining Facilities, and other player- 
CANTIED SITLACTUINES, 

The beta testers have already roamed far 
and wide on Tatooine, although theyre done 
$0 in very controlled fest sessiqns, Exploration 
can be dangerous, especially when using 2 
nove character with relatively weak weapon. 
While vinually every character th lmoly to do 


EXPLORATION IS AN INTEGRAL PART 
OF THE GAME, ALMOST AS IMPORTANT 
AS COMBAT OR SOCIAL INTERACTION. 
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some amount of mopering. there are a few 
character (ypes extremely welled to dan- 
genous travel, Many other roleplaying games 
define their pleyer characters through 
“Hlasses,” Eu Sear Peers Galaxies uses a Skill- 
based “profession” system Instead. Characters 
are defined first and forermeast by their dkills, 
which are grauped inte logical professions (lie 
*marksman” of “medic"), Because travel can 
often be dangerous, would-be explorers will 
liely mead soma combat shills ag well, The 
game alsa offers a profession uniquely 
designed tor exploration: the soul Seouts 
hawe the abllity to move more quickly over cif: 


floult terrain, locate valuable minerals anc 
ether resources, and build camps where play 
Te Can PSC Laval from receny tsantiies, 


GUNFIGHT IN BESTINE 
Along with pets and greater freedom of 
movement, the develogers have allowed the 
(esters te beginduaing one anaher in Sor 
Wars Galaxies, players can challenge ane 
another ta duels to allow for short, ome-on- 
one combat sesseorns, Duelh were eipecially 
imporant ta help balance combat variablas, 
auch as how much damage certain weapons 
CaUid, WaPo accuracy, and pilayercharac- 
ter attibutes:. Quring one beta test session, 
aGout three dozen testers engaged in blaster 
duels in and arqund Bestine. The developers 
4nd testers quickly eamed that careful use of 
a character's gpecial abilities, specially an 
“Aim® skill, grants a considerable edge in bat: 
le, fees also discovered that grenades didn't 
cauid nearly enough damage. 

The most exciting moments during the 
dueling beta Test session occurred when 
testers began playing cat-and-mouse games 
fArough the streets of Bestine. Players foured 
That they could elude their anackers for a 
shart time by ducking into buildings ar hid- 
ing i alleys, A player's enemies still appeared 
on radar, but quite a fw beta testers adnnit: 
ted that, in the heat of the batth, they host 
sight of their quarry. only to be ambushed a 
shart thee later. 


BATTLE FOR ENDOR 

As of December S002, the developers were 
an ihe verge of palling aut the reat of the 
game's features and lore systems to the beta 
testers. One of the mast highly anticipated 
BRITS 16 Che Bartletiald sycrhesrt, whch wae. 
designed ta immerse players im the Galecti: 
‘Od War and capture the feel of such epec 
conflicts as the Battle of Hoth, Mest inane, Srar 
Wars frsides will leap into the trenches to pro- 
vide @ full debriefing on the first Shar es 
Galaxies battles! bb 
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BY JASON FRY 


OLD AND NEW IN TATOOINE GHOST 


Na planet burns inthe imagination af Sor Wars fans quite the way Tatooine does, with 


a 
. athe its twin suns and its menagene of desert creatures. And despite Luke Skywalber's dis- 
é Cle milisal of his homeworld as the planet farthest from the bright center of the universe, no 
-| e planet occupies center stage In George Lucas” saga more often. We've visited Tatooine in 
Hi four of the five filing, and one can't help but suspect we'll retunn fora final time when Episode 


lll hits theaters in 2005, 

What emer setting. then, for an ambitious 
navel that ties together the prequel and classic 
eras? That's what veteran Stor Mors author Tey 
Benning delivers in Tatocaine Ghost. 


RESEARCHING | ae a 
STAR WARS HISTORY - [Taroaine & 
Taneaiie Ghes! cenbers around 2 Rew Bepublic - ~ F NE GHO 
mission that pits Leia, Han. Chewbacca, and 
C-3P0 against imperial forces ina bid po vecover 
an Alteraanian mesi-painbing, Kile Trlighs, 
whose workings contain the codes safeguard- 
ing 8 Secret Rebel communication motwork, As 
the action unfolds, Leia alse finds herself 
enmeshed in the Skywalker past. leaders will 
bo nacquanted wah Anakin Skywalker's child: 
hood friends, as well as wah the Lars. home 
Sead and Bens sisber. fost importanaly, Leia 
stumbles across a "palm diary” ones ewned by 
Shred Saywaler, which lets Lela beg honey ber 
grandmother won her way bo freedom from 
Watto and a happy mariage to Clegg Lars, 

To set the stage for Tatooine Ghost, 
Benning re-read the navels set before and 
after the period in which his would unfold, 
On ane side was Dave Wolverton’s The 
Courtship of Princess Lela, sat eight years alter y 
Rerun of the Jad an the other was Timothy 
Zahn's Thrawn trilogy, seta year aber that. 

“| new at the beginning of the Thraen tril- 
ogy that Lela was pregnarit ard she was prac- 
Ticing vith the Force.” Denning says. “Ard | 
iniew af the end ol The Counsijp of Princess 
feid she was obviously mot pregnant, jut 
barely married, and she seemed to be Foece- 
sensitive but hadn't made the commitment te 
raining with the Foros” 

Cearly, Benning ces, Leis had made an 
exiremnely important transition—and that 
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IF YOU'VE EVER 
SPENT ANY TIME IN 
THE DESERT, YOU 
KNOW ITS A LIVING 
ELEMENT THAT 
FORCES YOU TO 
INTERACT WITH IT 
JUST AS YOU WOULD 
ANOTHER PERSON. 
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heloed him see the story Tatooine Ghost would 
tell He had to show Han ard Leia’s relation- 
ship maturing. and he had ta show Leia cart 
ig fo brst the Poede and use it and seck it owt. 
“That really helped me qeq a handle on the 
whole central theme of the book.” he says. 


BRIDGING THE GAPS 

Denning explains that when Del Rey asks 

an author to write a Star ers noel, he or 

she gets a topic and a few plot points 
addressing whan the pavel should cover. 

The topic for Tatooine Ghost was fairly open 

and broad, Benning say. at leest compared 

to the tightly plotted The Hew Jedi Order 
Tell 4 Han-and-Leia story, set aher Courtship. 
that shows Leia coming around te the idea 
of hawing children, coming to urdersand 
her grandmother thraugh the discovery of 
her diary, and making her peace with her 
father and his legacy. 

The first ougline Bennie wrote in response 
*kind of zeroed in on the classic poet of thar 
equation ater Lincasiilet's initial rewiesa, le 
became cearthat he needed to add in rears of 
the elements from the prequel era that make 
Tatooine Ghost a true “bridge rearel.” Kitster, 
Anakin’: friend from Episode |, gota mich big- 
ger role, as did the young Radian Weald. 

And of course, there’s Shomi's tale, At firse, 
Denning recalls, he was certain the story 
must have been teld somewhere €e; when 
he realized it hadnt been, he thought, “ve 
got alot of con! potential to werk with here. 

Without spoiling anything, Shims sry 
revesis (hat Gwen Lars is more of a sharp 
operator than-Cuke might have suspected— 
and that Watto, despite being a slave owner, 
can be a soft touch, “That was actually one of 
the most fun things te arite in the book— 
Warte having that salt spot” Benning says, 
adding that “| bellave that no bad guy warts 
to be a bad guy: evil of wickedness cones 
from some twisned desire or need, a twisted, 
ielf-cenbered way of looking at the world,” 


HOT TIMES ON TATOOINE 


Wo for acother vistt to Luke's heemeworld? Here ane 
some other books in the Expanded Universe of Sear 
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The Bounty Hunter Wars Trilogy 


Thies pote bey KL ee cay 


that olfer trips bo Tarocerr: 


frozen Han 


wilh Dera savirey Fola domed hut 
lace, Then 


joy draid’s recone of 


the inperit rad an the Lars fann—and what the 
Falleen crime ford Mizar might hawe had todo with in. 


in case you'r wondering. Tatooine Ghast 
doe address Watbo's ultimate fate. Denning 
suspects the tale will be told before too long 
but confesses he doesn't know amy details. 


BACK TO TATOOINE 

Is a bene, of goed fiction that the seting 
should be a character im its can right, are 
Benning has certainty followed that advice in 
Tateaine Ghose, “Wl you're going to et a Star 
Wors book on ane planet, you've really qot to 
get to the core and the essence of that 
Planet,” he says. 

Tatooine and the rhythms of Bs various 
CCOGYSEAMS rey Core Te life reine fully ift 
Tetoaine Ghost than they have in any of the 
Mary oiher stories Ser there, 1S nod pst heat 
Denning describes the locations and the 
creatures; hie abe explores how Sl those liv- 
ing on Tateolme—from dewhacks ta minis 
tue farmen—nmust adapt their lees to the 
desert, not the caher way anoued, 


Being and ens on Tatening; 
a fry bo pack up Fettand the 
hos trail in Mos Estey. Later, Lute 
builds 3 mew Sohiseber in Ben Kenohls aban 


Of Short storie: 


ier Wat bed inoah- 


avy moc thar bo bump of 


take bs place 


Tales fron fhe Mos Eisiey Contin 


| Aghverbures 
iF a Toaar-baoc of ¢ 
bres to neBtLae 6 eee ay ary 
Gre on i 


Boar Wels acre 


“IPyou've ewer sport any time in the claged, 
you knoe it's a living element that forces you 
To interact wilh i just as you would another 
pemon. Benning says, adding that “it you 
Wan 10 be in a desert for any length of time, 
VOUtwS got to accept that it's the desaet that’s 
the master and not you any barges.” 
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lection of short stories peer. Into the lives 


i ee doe, heacuir- 
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the pare, i does fit theenatically. 

Even though Genring is also weeking on 
an epic fantasy weld of hi cen, he's entho- 
dastic about the idea of penning anather Spar 
Wore tithe, What's on his wish list? ‘Writing 
about the Clare Wars, ar another very fea- 
turing Han and Leia, Luke ard Alara. or the 


I WOULD REALLY LOVE TO DOA 


BUTT-KICKING YODA 


“WITH YODA AS A WARRIOR, 
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MOVING ALONG 

What's moxt for Denning? First, there's the 
e-book that is a campanion to Tetooine 
Ghose, called 4 Fovest Ape, Derinitg calls it 
“a Chewbacca family story.” adding that 
while it Hn actually part of the tale told in 


BOOK, DEALING 
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Barabel Jedi he introduced in Sar by Star, But 
one character abeye all strikes his fancy. 

“Twauld really herve bo doa brutt-kackirg Vora 
book, dealing with Yoda as awanior” Denning 
says, “lthink that would be fudt a dynamite, hun, 
wonderfulbook to de." 4h 
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THOUGHT YOU KNEW 
EVERYTHING ABOUT HIM? 


Many Star tiers fanatics dont keene all that much about Lule Sigrwalloer's life-long friend, 
After all. Biggs Dardighter would have been a major supporting character of Star Wore 
Episode 4 New Hoge had he mot fadien viction to the film editor's kriife 


IN THE BEGINNING 
Biggs [played by Garrick Hagan) had three 


on Tatoalne that explained hes recent qredus- 
tien fram the Imperial academy and his desire 
to join the Rebellion while illustrating his 
friendship with Luke; a pre-batle reainicn 
scene on Yavin 4 when Luke and Biggs 
exchanged excited greetings and several 
feQUeNCes inide Biggs X-wing cockpit during 
the final attack on the Death Star, including the 
character's fiery demise. Of thase, only some of 
the battle scenes made itinta the original ver- 
sion. A truncated version of Luke and Bigns" 
reunion on favin 4 has since been reincorpo 
rated into the Special Edition, bir Biggs’ atae- 
making sceme—his conversation with Luke am 
Tatooine will most likely remain hidden until 
he inevitable Episode fy DYDD. Cou might have 
senn this deleted footage on Lucasrris’ 1558 
CD-ROM encyclopedia Behind the Magic.) 
Benard that? Almost nothing. Despite a 
few scattered cameos (se8 sidebar, Biggs 
Darky hte has remained a mysterious figurd 
in the Expanded Universe, Even Panda Baba 
has hed mone ink expended on him! Granted, 
the winedcey for Biggs tales is limited by his 
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Geath ina New Hepes but his childhood bond 
with Lute Shywalloer has always offered a way 
bo explore the tibogy's cemtral hero, 


WAIT NO MORE 

Stor War: Engine if delivering the definitive 
Biggs story in April 2003, courtesy of a cornic 
book dream team. The four-lssue Darkdighter 
Story arc, appearing in Eagire iues FB-11, 


written by Paul Chadwick, penciled by Doug 
Wheatley, and painted by Chris Chuckry- 

Chachwick has achieved Ais place among 
the industry's top comic-book oneators, eani- 
ing Eigrer and Hareey awards a5 a writer and 
ustrator. Thowgh Chadwick's career has 
Snead many genres, everything from super: 
heroes to sckfi, his signapure creation remains 
Corirete. IPS an inbermittenthy published tile 
with a fartastical premise—aliens bareplant a 
man’s brain into an indestructible body made 
of rock—treated wath utter sincerity and real: 
ism. Chaceick akeways brings a sanpatheric 
humanity to every character, making him an 
apt cholo to tackle the mostalgia-linged story 
of Biggs and Luke. 

*") ques, in my own mind, I'm repairing an 
injustice,” says Chadwick. "Ive always felt gony 
for the charaecner for the raw deal [he] got. Ir 
was a small but significant part in the script. 
His soernes were filmed but cut for time.” The 
concept of Dardighter” has been percolating 
in Chaderick's head for years, originally pitched 
to Dare Rorse around the tiene of The Prantom 
Menece but sidelined by editee Randy Stradley 
Until a Siatabte, classic-ere wehicle for the stary 
could be found. 
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ENTER EMPIRE 
Fang wilh long meranes might remember an 
early Chadwick congribution te the Srar Mas 





unerne—ilustating 4 trading card in Topps 
inaugural Shor Wes Galan series back in 1993, 
The scene on that card, Lube Skywalker wabch- 
ng the sening dowble-suns of Tanogine, seers 
prescient moey that Chachvick has mbumed to 
Lhe ane era and Setting. “The win sumset was 
a siroke of garius, It gave us that ‘ahar 
mament. underlining that we're really on 
another world, even while we appreciage 
Luke's frustration and yeaming for achwerbure 
But Chose Dai Suro Me really gorben bo 
me. We use them in Gardighter repsratedhy ta 
symbolize Giggs and Luke's bratherty relation- 
ship. They often echa the spatial relationshig af 
the bao young men's heads in the panels.” 

Though Chachvick is a accomplished ils- 
trator [see his work on February's Star Wore 
fracking the ke Valentine + lhemed one&shot 
writin bey Judd inick), on "Darkighter” the ar 
duties fall to Doug Wheatley and Ohnis Chucky. 
Wheatley has been mominaped for the Hares 
award in a career that has induded such proj: 
Orns a6 Sune: Lost ev af Baril: avd Auvevac: 
Apocalypse. For “Darkighter,” Chils Chuckry will 
paint Girecth ower Wheatley'’s pencik, skipping 
the traditional inking stage alnogether, 

“Doug has todo a lot of extra wark by mak- 
ing sure that his pencils are really tight and as 
chean as possible,” explains Chucky. TV then 
fean these in, adjust the oonbast, and clean 
up any leftover smudges and construction 
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lines. It's great working with Ooug because hls 
work if 30 yell draen | can concenbrabe on the 
coker and painting, and mat worry about strucs 
ture” Chuckry is one of the founders of the 
computer color shude Digital Charstieon are 
is current the requir calorist am Mew Molen 
Stor Fiera fans have seen his woek in Stor Wort 
Tales, the Quitaan wien one-shot, and ther wed 
ding of Luke Skywalker aod Mlara Jade chron- 
belied in. Liriwa. 

With “Darklighter” set to take readers back 
to the sagas simplicity cina 1977, Paul 
Chacerick reflects om the longevity of the Srar 
Mars phenamenane 7] sav the feet Sear bars in 
my carly teeensles, and while wowed, | van In 
Lage phase of life where such un-inanic purity 
grited a lqthe. | walled out wishang it had 
mare of the tart sass of Richard Lester's The 
Tiree Mivereers, whith was filed with der- 


ringed but alsa a skepticism about lopalty ta 
any institution or cauée, Later | came Sround. 
still like the first filo mest. But like most of 
humanity, fve enjoyed them all. The latest 
Tiles are inipossibly gongesus, | could watch 
them without sound and enjoy them like a 
Trip to a mudeum fullof great paintings” ‘ail 
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Jee 
chains eveles Anhurian tale 
Table. Soenes in this noble setting of the Jed 
were filmed during Pha ree of principal phabagraphy 
Phanten Menace. Phase Cine consisted of filmin 
beventy-five gets GUI at Leareiden Studios. As the company mowed 
on for Phase Two, location shoesing im Itaky ane 


This was in contrast ta the more regal 2 
simple yet Gold circular room lined with seating for the twelve 








members of the Jedi High iL The set was built on a platiocm 
- . 
Cound ri << one of those pupoctecr 
Frank Og, repris di Master Op whe has mo 
OM To a sat fy ‘ting career since the original trilogy, 
euential fo bring Yoda to life once again. While Oz ca 
= 
: ter the stag 
OF stage, Bon Austen manipulated facial fe. 
rebum to the big sc PALETTE 
a e youthhul complexion with ; é be The leather pouches on finebin's 

ORS 2 More YOUDITU! COMP wilh ser 1i-translucent silicone belt were mslitary corpus. cigs : 

help balan I veight af this few type of nuibber, Po really sped fo ald seperti. ra 















the ten servas—y mally be located within the pup 
z's back. Yaddle, a 
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4. Arather pupoct wv 
wha wes bullt 1 z an operatic Ine 


Rctor Silos Corpse beeps 


working his extensive appeencl fd long neck. Caher sedi : de i 
c im hed various levels of makeus and ¢ lies, Pl q nit Q sith thee Sith in other 21 i od 
Koon consisted of a simgle pullbon mask and hands, while same : Abeer a 
- had homs, hair, ears, or lange cranial a wed on. 
_fackion had the having ta 
Shaw his head to become Ma 
Beyond the seaped members of the Jedi High Council x 
rounding columns, the set ciicled nearly 300 degrees by blue 


screen for the expansive cityscape to be added by in Light & 


Magic. Three diffenerrt lig Lips were utilized for various times 
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Force wll be with pau oheopd.” 
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s MORE BAGGIN’ 
ON THREEPIO 
| recently purchased & Renmer C-3PO) reenciy- 
“dle limb figure still in the ceiginal Kenner 






Bag, | locked for any reference to it in your 
fiction Figure Archive book and found that 
figured were sold through catalogs in this 
form, The leg ig stamped “1982° and has 
extremely minar paint scwits on protruding 
parts, | figure Wis & normal wear for a figure 
thes age. was wondering if in fact this is 4 cat- 
alg place and whether itis warth morn than 
the five dallars | paid for in 
GEORG SVEC 
Berwyn, IL 


Drhink you paid! a fev price for the cold, given 
thot i's note a cord and shows some wen. 
The major Christies catalog retavers—=Sears. 
JOC Penney. and Mantgomery Word—raid 
Sagged Kenner figures in email corclboard cor- 
fons. The Renner enplapee store in Cincinnati 
abe dol? figures in bags, ond may af cee 
have come to marker The cotelog figures ane 
woth mare if they ore part of a complete ser 
and fn the cardboard baw. 
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UNWRAP THEM, OR NOT? 


A Couple years back | was at a secoemd-hane 


Poy store in San Francie, and to my surprise 
| carne acrass two unopened packages of Saar 
Wars trading tard’, Bath were in mint condi 
tien, with even the bubbleaguen inet. | pur- 
chased them far 75 cent: each, which | 
considered ta be an awesome deal. They 
both have pink wrapping, with a picture of 
A2-D2 an the front and an M-wing on the 
back. The cards were made by Topps. ard che 
copyright reads 1977, which leads me to 


beliewe they are ceiginal Episode [¥ wading 
cards. [we been tempted to open them to see 
what myiceries lie inside, but the fact they are 
sealed is what makes them so innriguing! 
Plus, | also acquired same other Star léars 
trading cards that |assume are from ihe sane 
tines of packages. They are sticker cards. all 
in mint candition, inchidiag Darth, Han, ane 
f Han holding his blaster, Luke and Lola, and 
Arto amd €-3P05 &icape pod. | have 
§earched high ard bow trying te find our if 
any of these cards, or the unopened pack- 
ages, may be worth something, Any informa- 
Ton on these would be greatly appreciated? 
MIKE SAYLOR 
Stockton, CA 


Four search is ot anead, The “war packs” are 
fromm he third cu fee serie afargina! Star Wars 
trading conds from Tops. Altogener chere are 
66 yeleiharder corde ond 7) stickers in the 
ser. Fintoge Wow packi—pno called berdine the 
Winey pager create ds oven peolesgo for anaured 
$5 each, so yOu Cetdiny ger a bargain. You 
might want to consider opening the paces pa 
you can saver thar 23-yearod sho of gem... 
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Piece aoe 
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witch hed Geely ciready ruined se cord nae its 
packed agovasr, Most recent covectars pveter to 
buy full sets of phere ofd! cards, aad aithowgh 
GUETS My WRIT fo Wendie irdiedlun coves, 
there really int 2 bg manker for rhe, A dealer 
might se then for 3 each but wauid poy orb 
2S cenby or ness. 


FRAME OF REFERENCE 


Lave a fiveepart question regarding posters. 
A few years 290, my wile bought me a very 
nice lithograph af C-3P0 and Az-02 koking 
up 48 the planets with the Forcan in the back- 
ground, It is signed by artist Machael Dene 
Ward. [was wondering hore much Ris worth 
Oe That | eallect far cioerey. | de it for fun and 
would naver sell any of ony collection. Ins juss 
fun to knew how much the nice pieces are 
weth, Second, Dwaing to have This and some 
other anginal posters framed (Episode | and 
Che FAX poster}, KK there 2 seecial way they 
need to be framed to keep them protected? 
WESLEY BEACH 
Mountain Howe, ID 


flehor! Dovid Ward oid tea ficeord Star Wars 
pede, (he oe you foe fT Gov Far, Fev 
Amaya mane degicting @ scene Teor fre 
end of Retum of the Jedi with a squadron of 
A-iwingy feptiners eating ined dag ee eee ie A Pe 
Gesrucion of the second Queahh Star [*Cheath 
Shar Fag. Banh come in three persion: tithe 
grant, poster, and aversized glaiy photo 
qreahic rearaduction srounted an foam core. 
The Lather bent disoiys Ward's peachevgue of 
painting on both sides argiass, hr welng elec: 
Crit ne get fe ebute” effec Re is Ades 
for, These items sel for nearly phew anginal 
mined, Sanetines higher: $20 fora poster, $fhe 
fora fithogreah, end around S600 to 5750 for 
the oversized reproductians. 


GLASSLITE {ARALIL} 


As for frei, or shoud fret corner phese 
foots. The simplest and feast expensive weary is to 
fy oewnr the posters on fod cone, Thin bo 
ever, detract fom thelr collectivity and mene 
Muigvhaere iF Abe one nodes rad in 
mat comedies cleva't waar fo rent thers 
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pennonenty, you could hove die fromer put a 
Mime drourd phen fo bee thei fran pacing 
otter fey one fened, but that 
Increcet Code, ekg, rnd sine. 
Tow cn Get archiva metres 
ond tage, and moa-qlane or 
PAN TERT ie ices Ihe 
Prateers againsr sun anal dd 
rar Mghting. Acnfic, which 
lekker The waeNQOT dnd Cost 
doesn’? orovwide as much pro 
Pentieun ips dire Agihaer-—ovad pres 


WEIRD... 
Mot long age | stamed colkect- 
ing Stor iors vintage action 
figuees. | have about fomy 
loose figures and four carded fig- 
une. [have a carded Bib Fortuna that 
has a langer card than the echors. What could be 
Ehe reason for this? Mi cher question i about 
the photos of the figures an the backs of the 
cards. They almost always show rane variations 
for figures and sonnei Show a figure with a 
wrong weapon. For eampk. on a 4Sefiguer 
Eard back from The Ena Sirikes Beck, the AT- 
AT Carmumander is shew with a rife instead of 
agun, and Luin Skywalker is shown with brown 
far On a Retr of he Ae 66-Tigune cand back, 
Luke Seywalker Jedi is shown with a black cloak 
and hue lightiaber, fib Fortuna shown with a 
red cape, and Luke Skywalker is sheren with 
brown hair. Why did that happen? 
EDUARDO MATER 
San Juan, PR 


KEWMER (uSAp 








HECCANO (FRANCE) 


Ged queiieru, Eduerda. | really con't annver 
the fist one, though, unless ! 






kreaw whet country 

the figure was arigi- 
ralh sold in, ond wibat 
enier carded fgures 
Poure comparing It fa. 
The card an omy fib 
Forming sore in phe LS, ds 
exactly ties aun sine os 
ov the res, But phere hove 
beer cord-size vorigtions 
juch ad Meccan in Fronce 
oad Ghessite im Brevi, 
although neither of thase 
bend exper jour Bi, 


dé 
TODAY'S “VARIATION 
HUNTERS’ AND 
SHARP-EYED 
COLLECTORS WERE 
UNHEARD OF 
TWENTY YEARS AGO. 
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The rea for phe starage phones on the 
Backs of many cards i simove. Often, the cand 
DOCKS MER Prepoyed Mone norinhs befeve the 
final figures were reo, so uncorrected proto 
fet werd pho naind pied, Somenme: a arong 
weapon was pieced wind Apare, or be boy 
mokers just hoon't firéied tie final wersions. 
Somenmes these were corrected in lire, ord 
fometiones they weren't. Todos “karirtion 
hunters” aod sharg-ered collectors were 
wahedrd of neeniy pears apa 
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OUTING 


A LITTLE TALL 
FOR AN EWOK 
Theat roislibeled Star lvars Lela Collection boy i 
the second [ve foured with this type of ence. 
The Sticker an trang reads “Wicket the Eek" 
instead of "Han fol" also founda Landa Skiff 
Guard whose sticker reads “Lando General” 
Are they fare? Ane they worth more? 
DANTE MCCALL 
Eden, M¥ 


HEY, FOUR-EYES! 

lived wondering, Row rane figures ace With 
eatra sets of eyes painted on thelr heads? 
When it first came out, | purchased a Princess 
Lael in Bes por robes, Lisi good condition ard 
has an extra set of eyes in her hair. i didn't 
notice the etre eyes until weeks had pegged, 
iit weceth arythirey? 





AOBERT MACH 
Moore, Oklahoma 


Enowgh prance heep oiking tere questions that 
(Quen hoy diiswrerd Dede rementing, Besiges, wer 
could nesist.c fourryed bela or Hon masquerad- 
ing a on Eeok... a 8 theta Baok mci 
queroding as Caprain Solo? The wang sticker 


re 
WORTH MORE? 
IN MY BOOK, THEY 
ARE WORTH LESS... 
BUT FOR EVERY 
WEIRD ITEM THERE § 
A POTENTLAL 
BUYER LURKING. 


Ono package if The easent enor fo make dna 
feetony tania out fer of phowranas of iguires 
Addy dacavrect pci damned id clase seco, 
Rare? Ves, in the pease thar nary don't move 
many istcles Te ti. Month mane? dn tiv 
Book, theyre with Gas... but for eveqe weird 
item there's a paterdiol buyer kurkimg. 


THAT'S WHY 

ONLY JEDI HAWE THEM 

| was mesing around wah nny Epeede Il 
hace Windu action figure the ather day, 
when his lightsaber blade just fell off, leaving 


“é 


YOU RE LUCKY 
HE DIDN'T SINK 
THAT LIGHTSABER 


BLADE INTO YOUR 
SOFT UNDERBELLY. - 


yy 


Heo ” ooo! 





kind of on a budget, $0 I'd hate to have ta boy 

another figure just because | broke the 

lightsaber. | row i's a long shot, but there 

any way | could find a replacement blade 
without buying another figure? 

DAVID WILSOn 

Spartanburg, SC 


Fou werd essing anand with igang Mace A 
brow but foolish foo! youre, Toure lucky he con't 
Aniki thar ighinioter btedk fa our sorT antenbeny, 
Agnes used to niet a customer sender tee 
Phone number on of of its toys, ord pou ooutd 









Cdl fey Reece paints. Me lee Jor a ail 
for Menbro nutber for you, but the best J can Gad 
i oa Get of frequentiy cited duende of 
wee hatheo.cem phat doen't incivde any 
VISAS GOOUT epoca ment pieces farce ten Hig 
ones, Bul od oan subir guesmorns Good icky 


SIZE MATTERS NOT 
Iwas Waging you could sarishy ny curiosity. 
A couple of years age | bought the first bao 
books of (he Themen trilegy in handoower aq a 
used bookwone. Although published by Bantam, 
they are both 2maller than any other Sear bars 
hardcover prodisced bry Bantaen that | hawe 
which is quite afew). They also don't hawe 
price label anywhere on the jacket or a ba 
eode, onky a S-digit number on the back cor 
ner. lowas wondering where these books 
come fran and wheeler theres ary wary po 
find the matching third book to reglace the 
fulbsized copy | got online. 

LYNDGSEY CHEEK 

Gig Harbor, WA 


The Book vou are neeking weg pibliched for tie 
fclenee Fiction Book Cub fwwwosfix.coml, o 
wordenul or panination Cat's Been pian 
ihe besr scanee fiction and fantasy hardcover 
doors dn aiightiy smaiier, fess-expensive versiqns 
for decades. Me been a mennhey for pears toger 
ther versions of Star Wars books, eqprcially 
becouse they oto publh enchiaive bardtover 
edliienc af many at tte Star Wars paperback 
boods, Sut Timothy Zofn’s Thrown trilogy in the 
SARC version is oul of pring, so your Beit bet fo 
heap Newt used book proves and esay. bi! 


| STA 


Pobelomo, CA 24953-2008. 08 pou mop emeod thee fo section ipsire.com, mobic aane te olan pert LOOTHS ! 
in tha subject fine ond your hometown in the emeil oleng with pour full mere, Letter weet be enawored 
witheut both individual replies onen't peaible berouse of tiers conibrointa, but we'll onvever Ube qutd~ 
hone of benedert ieterect in the colemn., letters ore edited for grommar, senec, ond length. 


the lithe nuk aking broken of are firnby 
wedged inside the hilt of the lightsaber. fim 
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Keder com inflict this veth 

4c mind 

Comic Johasen cl Levgt-la 
tats licorice 

"1d Like ta Get You eri a} 
Slow Bret" 

__ canna (big blester| 
Trgtesrd, in Pe dara of be Ange 
Paricdortics graap: Habe 

Od eee Owen flu Ben, 

re piving Luby a lighteaber 
He played aide Lian 

Pas 

Plenet decctmorved by FP-O7 in 
Sect Expire comics 

Pirate ir Ryo Aen [Ghai 
Troe of Star Inet tergede 
Baerd libs Han end Leia 
Nidecegame rapper 

Inperal action concerning Jedi 
Manta reiide 

fhe Morey symbols 

Dae way ta bid someone 
Where Luke's grea attaches 
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Where Falpstice and Vecer died 
Cororeender cf the disfactice 
Brains. in the Star Harr 
Aveodying Game. Abbr. 

Qert Forse pilot Te Grey 
Hora Han felt for sero: time: 
alter Sermpida 

“Grip Hawt Eau” 

“Vrest more _* (Dick Jerjerract 
Adjust, as tawerd a fargat 
feeling emofion thet leads ip 
ha dark sida 

Plaphay louredar, ler earl 
Bekaiging fo Leia's fether 
Freabher ster Willemsen 
Wiered 

Prets in Ooeen Spray geverege: 
She tried! to bil ches marred, Luke 
Ores hase 

On the wind-sheltered side 
omer game system 
Aoreoary's fay aethor Lewin 
___ Lin (Dele iarry tale bern) 
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were lasting tor 
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Fan sal nove sorte Daley 
Figh points 


54658 ‘Ta lucas/Tord colbboration 


a-Oown's partner in 
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Magiar lkri 
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prequels. The clarity and humor | 
haticed in hid Epitade | DVD 
commentaries and Intervdeas Is 
alia @ident in his Fx exposés. 
He doesn't get bogged down in 
jargon, and | hawe greater appre 
dtien for CGI elfecs, though | 
am aheays relieved to read that 
models and miniatures are sill 
In abundance, Excmlent work, 
Rab. | look fonvard to reading 

your column in every igsuel 
ANTHONY MEDEL 
Montebello, CA 


Mile the profe for Rob's column 
as Fane POU i, wee ATE T 
heard much comment on the 
Anima en DIRenars ine “halerit’: 
culragrous pins, as exemalified 
Bee tive af phis amanth's “Behind 
the Magic.” Sometimes wae ont 
know whether fo aogtoud' him or 
flog hin. Wiha 's your vane? 


| was just watching Epitode Il on 
CVO and maticed samerhing | 
hadnt in my many theatrical 
Vinwings. Ben Burtt provided a 
little sound Easter egg by incar- 
Perating the uwterances of the 
Cairo street beggars (eheom 
Indiana Jones pacified with a 
pecketful of cones in Raiders) iene 


FO GTR WAG IMNGIBEE 


the street walla-walla of Mos 
Espa just as Padmé and Anakin's 
rickshaw crogses the screen alter 
thelr landing on Tatecine, The 
phrase has been slightly raised in 
pitch, bur it i unenetakable for 
someone whe has watched 
Asters over FO times sinde the 
age of 13, as) have, 


VERNON WILMER ~ 


Lawndale, CA, 


We cont decile whenher we're 
more impressed dy your heen ears 
or pour mapumerntal viewing 
athleveren, Verano, fither wage, 
thanks for the tin. 


Hello! This is the first tiene | have 
Par Wathen fo a magagine, but | 
felt compelled to do soinow. | just 
warihed ta congratulate the entire 
stall of Stor Wars Insider for the 
anaming work you all co, Each 
time | get the insider in the mail it 
Ban event lew pap 4 Stor Word 
soundhmck im my CO player im 
onder fo set the proper moced. 
Your majazine i¢ highly imorna- 
tive, well aritten, extremely enter 
Tainiregy—ared it hooks latasticl 
lake wanted to respond ta 
your query About fand having 
now seen Anack of phe Claes in 
ad] formats. Seeing digital was 
moredible, George Lucas & ruly.a 


Hew qans! Log fine peacher, Tiese tiene wriber, Just wan bo bell you 


guys thatyou are daing a great joo with the magazine. Thanks, by the 


way, for adding bed mone aues a year Thats great! 


pioneer and negdly deverres much 
meee credis than her is green, The 
[MAX experience was mind-blow- 
ireg! The Sodan vad just uribeeliay- 
able, and | did feel my stomach 
drag a few times duriag the 
speeder chase! Seeing Ewan and 
Haye on the huge screen wasn't 
feo bad michael The DVD is really 
well put together, too. All the 
Bxlras ane a peal (reas lo dee, ese 
cially seeing afl the work that 
wenl inte making Yoda the won- 


DANIEL CASTILLO 
Haltom City, TX 





er that he was for this film Each 
format ik unique and exciting in 
ie oan way and they all total 
another unhargertable Star Wer 
experience. | am one happy fare 
Heck, beven lowed the romance! 
LISA DULLARD 
Palos Heights, iL 


Dino's ketter prompts wi io empha 
sire Tht vou don't need to lover 
Praise on the maganine to see your 
fetes in erinf—but we're mot so 








meer, Wear vee weet print it. he. 
foo, Jowea the smrdace if Attack 
of the Clomes. Al nhase meaning- 
fi! glances between Moe Fein 
and Foro really underscered the 
Tergedy of their Snel separation in 
Episode if, Give it o tissue. 


| 4m writing ta you with avy 
monmn's felp. | am five years old 
and have been a member of the 
Stor Mors Fan Club for a year, are 
Lhe your magazine. | lowe Shar 
Mars. ‘While all fey {riers at 
School play Peter Fan, | am always 
the bounty hunter, My first word 
was D2" My daddy bought me 
Ay Tirst Star Mars toy, and rear | 
haws hae playroom that is all 
Stor Worse ships, playsers, and 
acim figures. | pust got the Aicklay 
for my birthday last week: it wes 
the best gett ever. | hove your mar- 


io 


azine because my daddy and | sit 
and read it fopether. | even 
brought your magazine te shore 
aired ell gay at my pre-K class. Pet 
daddy and | leary a lot free this 
magazine, Thank you for all your 
hard work, Can you hele me find 





ut if there will be an AT-TE for 

sale? lim saving my quacters for 
ore! Thank you 

LOGAN WEEKS 

Albuquerque, NM 


Abra’: Action Fleet offers a soitty 
AT-TE for o suggested rena price 
etary? quarters. Chine pou partrle 
in behind he big gue, youl Be 





fegdy fo route those pesky dase 
boys ight aur of Neverland. 
Cophain Hook's gar mathing on a 
Pent walt @ dotrak, 


| coukiat help but respond te 
your question regarding Star Mars 
© its enamy formats aver the past 
fru months (issue aG4). The onby 
reason | went to gee Alnack of the 
Clie on Alm wees due to the con 
wenlonce, The meanest digital the- 
ater Tound these parts is a long 
drive away—long enough ta 
inhibit my seeing the film three 
tenes in one week in acornmenient 
manner, Lang enough to inhibit 
my seeing the film an apening 
day, too—no way Im galrey te 
miss a Shor Wer mhevie on open 
mig day. 

Having a copy of the movie on 
OVO Is preity fauch in the same 
vein. If a nearby theater was still 
Screening if, fd probably go so it 
then... bur it ien't, so Fwe no 
other choice. The extra fates 
are excelent, though, and the 
video brings back impressions 
Ireen oy digital viewing, | eripha- 
hlze dnprercignd, however. The 
CVO was superbly trangherred 
and logks incredible—<as far as 
DOs go—hart there's no besting 
Aldtock of the Clones ln a THX- 
approved theater. 

There 6b so debe in my mind 
Qhae the Gest feature of thie IA 
Ce Peience was souvtd, God, | lowed 
thet sqund, | realy loved that 
sound. | still get chills up my spire 


Attached is a plotune of my daughter and 
meat our Jedi* van. Both my kids" friends 
think it's coo that we don't have just any 
old van, but a Sar bvars vari, 

AREY AND MICHELE CANMARIATO 
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thinking about fhat Naboo 
Senatorial Cruiser passing creer 
head. The image presentation was 
a liale dissppointing te me, 
thougn, What Sort of bugged me 
was how the filrm’s ac penct ratiohad 
to be pared deve. | Fett Iie | ras 
watching a glorified TY screen, 
albeit nat too much to puin the 
eaperience. What realy bugged 
ma, thaugh, prhaibly had enone bo 
do with the individual theater {l 
wert to Many Pier in Chicago ta 
dee the [Wik Experience, by ihe 
Way), [dient knoe whist iwcrs, brut 
these ligt: black partiches kept 
moving anqund the screen, They 
might haw been Lerge ooocks of 
Gust attracted by static from the 
leng—oar samething along those 
lines, | dont really know what it 
wes, but thay kept raining around 
contort during the entire rane 
Bowas pretty distracting. The pic: 
ture Reelf maintained goed quality 
on ihe gagantic screen, though, 
That's a pilus, 

My absolute favorite of all the 
screenings would have to bo the 
digital projection, thawgh. I'm a 
litt® ashamed to admet thar | 
enjoy a flavhess picture to a flaw 
less soundtrack [my apologies bo 
Ben Burtel. The sound system 
was Wer deren hough. Seeing 
4 digetal presentation af a digi- 
Tally shat and augmented mavie 
has benefits ower film, though. 
Digital characters—clanes espe 
clally—look leas like they were 
fabricated. In a hot of the Qone 
War s0eres, | felt like | was liek- 
Ing at a videx game when Il saw 
the movie an film, Sure, the 
actian was phenomenal (really 
Phenomenal, but that kind of 
doubt regarding the reality of 
gagital characters really cheap- 
|ens those action sequences. Mot 
Soin that cogital theater, though. 
No, a, Although the clones szill 
didn’t look “real” in a few aspects, 
i v8.4 vast improvement, moe to 
Mmenthor ie Tact that every other 
sequence in the mov booked 
almost perfect bellewable, 

seriously. (hough, is this ques- 
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an really necessary? Mo matter 

what formar you see Foisoe 0 in, 

Yoda still kicks butt. Thag's more 
than good enough fer me, 

SOHN CHOWUINARD 

Wilmette, lL 


Alter veceiving a few similor letters 
fom Waa, were cantieg fa chink 
here's hotbed of dsceming movie 
fing taunng the Midwerr theater. 
We bope to read monn qoinians on 
Ie digtalinvOvDIMay foonats 
fom the rest of nhe word newt be 


tam 74 years old, and before | 
Begin, | fast war §o say that | 
highly respect you guys and gals 
2 Shar Wires infder, but that does 
Not ecuse pour comtinial lack af 
respect far Gbi-Wan Kenobi Afber 
Rot, im issue 458, seokled you 
about this it seened to help for a 
Tow Igpues, but you sill sreak & 
few comments iin ewery mow and 
hen ane | wait fo Say stop pick- 
dag on Ob- Mian Rema] Lets mot 
forget that there are other peo- 
ple that dant always tell the 
truth, like Qwen Lars telling Luke 
That his father wad a rere “navi- 
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gator; and C-3F0 telling Lube im 
Episode Ty that he wasn't good at 
telling stares, but he seems te 
hanwe the Ewoks captivated by his 
storytelling abilities in Episode 
VE and Jinakin bending the rules 
trying bo trick Padi ite Wink- 
ing Jedi were allowed ta lave, 
you Quy insist on making fun of 
Obi-Wan, | insist that you da the 
Jame to everyone else. Don't get 
ime wrong, | get a good laugh 
from some of the comments 
made, but | am alo shocked at 
the same time. Let's mot forget 
haw many people are alive 
bemoan of Obi-Wan, 
VAUGHAN SOLOMON 
ALEXANDER 
Woodstock, GA 


You'w gara potar about phar pre 
vdritcting Gwen Lat fand tat 
fonnlty nent might explora why ao 
menyp peal baleved be wos Oti- 
Means brediner, hentia he's fiat 
exocty holding himeeifout asa rote 
hile, he? Aa fea, eae Bink 
good ald! Goidenod wis merely 
delng modest, not dishonest OF 
coun, he is peogerined for pra- 
fede) ona most of protocol! con- 
ists of homeless Mex, Ax for 
Anakin, youre falling about rhe 
auy whe bce Dainth Vader, so 
we think bemding tie ruler oe 
pretty dene dafraction compared 
to what comes faner, Sri, pour 
infictence fat we mock evenone 
4 mot unredsanahiz, 


Firstoff, bet me say, | lowe you guys! 
Every day when | qpen home | secur 
the mailbox for the insider, regard- 
less fio erany days 0s beer dace 
it last arrived, | must say you am in 
dheaque of your deen ith comipre- 
hensive Stor Mors anicies lie che 
Jed lightiaber techniques (Fight 


Saber), and your ongeimg vehi 


section (Wehicles of Episode IP}. 
But Sergusly, Hou guys qol bo 
sop raggin’ on poor Obi-Wan! 
One of thee days he is going to 
show up at the oHice with 


Here is 4 photo of my beense 
plate to see lif you can fit ein 
your “Artistic License Plates" 
section. Thank yeu $0 mich! 
CHAS WILLIAMS, TH-2as 
Livermore, CA, 


Fon, Chins, weine giving pou big poss because we're eon foro mon 
in white peo anor ang your oor i colorcogrdineted, Bur you recite 
Thould come up wih something else to soy dn our cmon boa exoinet ee 
fo brine eeu oreo. Tedd Wen Dever crew clingy. Tie ety ive Sigua Ae, youd 
owe us at feast stomirooper sonnet now. 


lightsaber and all, and That wan't 
be pretty. fl do remember, he's a 
Prey wengehul gin. Re even got 
back at Vaster for killing him 
when he helped Luke blow up 
the Death Star, And then finding 
Yoda, that was totally payback 
| would Sugeest maybe an 
‘Ool-Wwan aporeciation day. or at 
lease an iigue devoted to that 
fire show of skill, intellect, and 
qurming, Sir Obeivan Kenobi. lt 
SOWRIN | hurt coil inf Arid yi 
now what they say: Vengeance 
ia dish bes served cole.” Well, 
it's very cald in space! 
MICHAEL ANNAZEO 
Madison Holghits, Ml 


Whh Garnier Tran and our 
fovorite focal Jacamarion of Garth 
Feder andy @ phone coi cway, 
wine nar hee waned mbout som 
cnn old winded shoaiag eat hie 
fairo offices with a Dahtsaber. Snil, 
coniideing the sheer aumber of 
friendly warnings weve received 
jately. moyor we should post a 
Bede détdohimeat af froce- 
ers. af the fren door. 


Iwas reading the fan lerers in 
insider issue 464 amd just couldn't 
help @2pressing my Sgreement 





with Erin Glia, We fernale Shar 
Wor fans tend ta sidestep the 
romance and get sbraight into 
thee battles and divels, Ins the 
action we lowe. Give me an Obi- 
Wan vs. Dooku ayer Arakin kiss 
ing Padmé any day. 
“Het a gil thing.” huh? Tell 
that te hlara Jade, 
ANGELA SCHULER 
Partervilla, CA 


War do pou ser to Avokin ie. 
Pode! amd Cooke Avgsing.,. ah, 
never mind, We'll leave phot not of 
ipnculathon fa tie fen ficthan, 


lim just nea getting to read issue 
B64 ofthe best paqacie in print. 
Ittook afew days for ine bo check 
fy mal since | was so distracted 
by all the great bens features 





aa aGrpd Wicuy SeerGLy 


SHOLYHORHTION 
INBLSNOD 





on the Episode ii OWD. Either 
way, | couldnt hele but notice 
that you printed twa letters fram 
fang about the Padme ws. New 
fight fane of my fivewibes as well: 
although my absalute favorite is 
Jana Fett vs, Mace Wind, short 
and sweet! and neither one men 
tenmed Whe §urngital precidion of 
said Mexu. Hom can ome suvipee of 
the Neau’s chins tear off Padme’s 
sleewe ared the frant amd back of 
her shart so smaothhy? This seems 
less like a result of banle and 
mare of a silly excuse ta shaw 2 
lithe Watalie skin 

Walt a minute, Gn secand 
Thought, ignore the whale cam- 


plaint. This is a good thing. 
Thanks a fat, George. 

TYLER 0. JENNINGS. 

Salt Lake City, UT 


Wee Ave manning fa toy Bet weet 
mime uf fook (ke mofe chown 
Gancvrean, Thovike far saying i 
for ws, Teer. 


| have been stuck at home 
ever since | darnaged my 
back nine months ago, and 
thease ming manths have 
included plenty of pain and 






frustration. To compensate (and 
preserve my sanity), | have spent 
mich of ny abundant free cine 
indulging my passion for ail 
things Star Wey. 0 have espe 
clally enjoyed yaur outstanding 
magazin. which | discovered 
last December, By the time a 
mee issue aniwes, | have practi- 
cally memorized every word of 
the previous issu | was close to 
That point when Heuve Bb4 
aniwed yesterday. 

This morning. like most mom- 
ings, | was ima bee of pain when f 
sat down for breakfast, but | 
knew Chat working my way 
through the labest dasier would 
take my enined otf it. | was flipping 
through the pages to seq what | 
("Rebel 
Aurnolings” almost always veins} 


wanted to read first 





when | spotbed the cartoon on 
page OF. | lowed The Phantom 
idenoce, and | have to tell you 
Chat | laughed so hard at this car- 
toon that my poor cats panicked 


JEDI MIND TRICK 


Telling us what you think of this lsu ls as onsy as disteocting a couple of stermirecpers. 
Sel your coordinates bor wwow.palzo.com and fill out the suns. Tour answers will help 
Getenmine the contents of fubune ites, See che wensite far mare dtaik. 


amd ran upstairs to hide under 
the bed, That "Oh no, net agaial 
What & dark!” expression on 
wise old Yoda's face is absoburely 
priceless! | don’t think | have ever 
ieena funnier Sear Hors canon! 

Thank you for helping me for 
qe. ry problem fer a while, And 
thank you for all the pleasure, 
entertainment, and good infor- 
mation | have gatten tram Asiger 
over the past year. (ves, I've 
alieady reitved,|) Kee i the 
mast excellent work! 

May the Farce continue to be 


with you, 
MARGARET (PEGI An) 
LUEAHH 
¥psilantl, fl 


We've always sold phot Star Wars 
lngder is better dhan drake oil, 
and we hardly ever hove te peddle 
Ht out of o covered wogon—=ct 
Jeant, mor singe divs pase funyier’y 
convention season. 


Ive been noticing a leq of ray 
friends pictures in the insider as of 
late, Fleck, Che last igsuie had chee 
in there! So | figured, why mot 
fend you 2 couple of me? Maybe 
I make it in there ore diy 
These paciures were taben af 
then Episcde ll Charity event hele 
here in the Gallas, T€ area. | 
Bespin Luke) along with several 
troopers, an Imperial officer, 
Vader, and my fiends remote 
comtralled A2 were the wolumtear 
helpvaunatphere before and 
after the mowie was shown. One 
of the events’ organizers was 
Jason Senith, who can be geen 
amongst many Als im issue 63 
CStar Mews] and the font 
Tracks part of sun 64.0n page §, 


TAR WAKA IWHSERER 


Be's one of the three friends 
Pictured in that issue, 
1.0. JOHNSON 
Fort Worth, TX 


Vf fike 0. you'd tile to pee pour 
Biota apped 1 Sar Wars Insider, 
remember that you can inerease 
your chance: consicerably by 
subsodiag and Becaning a 
menber of the Oficial Fan Civb, 
Oni memibers can camtribute ra 
“Bantha Tracks.” which appears 
Of Phe other pate of tee very pees 
odical four times ¢ yeor—burt aniy 
for qubtcribers. Pom Ciwh men- 
tars aio deem to ome mice and 
Be rmuch mare paoular in tie Star 
Wars singles gene, We con't 
Brore any of that, of course. MWir're 
Juset sopvirn 
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A Candid Conversation 

with a Protocol Droid about 

“the Maker.” Serving Humans, 
and Dreams of Electric Shaaks 


| 


Rrr - 4 | 


illustrated by Ken Steacy 










Fe FTAA WAG INDIR ES 


In 4 galaxy where the number of droids riwals—or sumpastes—that of 
Thalr sentient masters, ifs olen hard bo forget that they are not living 
beings. From the Core Worlds to the Outer Aim Territories, dicads per- 
form every task ienaginable, The galaxy could not function without 
mast af them. Shar Movs Inaider sent comic bok and TY writer Kevin 
flubia to habod bo interview the one droid that exemplifies perfection 
in service, kyalty, and companionship. Untorunately, A2-D2 was 
ungwailble, but the trip wasn't a complete waste, Kevin did have the 
OPpnty he speak with Arbaa’s es farnious counberpart, C-2P 0. 

The droid that would one day become C:3PO was barely a pile of 
spare paats by the time he ended upon the planet Tatocme. There, he 
was built by ten-year-old Anakin Skywalker, and phe boy's atininy far all 
ihings rechanical imparted the rebuilt protocal draid with a unique 
personality. Anakin had originally built the hissy, worisome droid to 
help his mother with her chores, 90 he beft the incomplete droid with 
Simi Skywalker when Master Qul-Gon Jina freed him to became a bedi. 

Srcumstances brought maker and droid back togecher when ihe 
young Jem Padawan, Gagued by nightmare visions, returned ta 
Tatooine in search of hie mother ahhough Anakin returned too late 
fo réstue Shei from the savage Tuskem Raiders, he did reclaim the 
only thing he heed left on Tageesine; C-3PO, 


BR: Thane, you ence again for agreeing bo this inberdien. 

©-3P Or it's my pleasure sir. filzhough fl can hardly fathom why anyone 
would find pe of inberest. : 

KR: Are you being madest or fanning itt 

CPO; My programming allows for both sir. 

KR: Gods it also allow for evasivensss? 

E€-3PO0: Perhaps. 





NSIDER INTERVIEW: 


RR: Bur you will be candid during the interview. 

CJ PO: As candid as my programming allows, 

BR: What is pour primary programming? 

C20: My primar hinctions are etiquette and protocal. | sence ather 
life forms, moasthy humans. 

BIR: Bow de you serve human? 

©-3O: Im not anexpen, but! beliews there are several cookbooks an 
the subject. oy 

MR: Funny. 

€-3PO: Thank you, sir 

BR: Seriously, what do you do? 

©-3PO: Primarily, |.am an interpreter and am capable of ower six mil- 
lide Forms of communication thanks to a TranLang Ill Communicator 
module coupled with an AA-l Verba Brain— 

BA: Fascinating! Are there really that many diferent languages? 
C-3PQ: There ae quite & few mare, sir, but that is the maximum 
amount | can stone, They've served nme wall so Far 

BA: What language i most difficult? 

C-3PO: Why, | would have to say yours. It doesn't follow any of its own 
rules “| before E emcept after C, but not always.” You proncuinece “like” 
ag “Hk” and bike" as ik,” but “Nike” as “ni-keyS Your language has at 
least nine diferent meanings forthe werd "cool" and savitches nuimer- 
alé with characters at random, often far their esthetic mature rather 
than their function, Most annoyingly, it had more meaningless words 
than any other species. 

KR Coukd you give ime an example? 

-3PO: “Shabardoa,” “rama-lama,” “Aight.” “schizzle my rizzle," 
Frankly, if, earthlings are a complete mystery to me 

KP: It's sounds like language can reveal a lot about a culture. 

C-3PO: Language is 3 living reflection of a culturg, sir, That is why it's 
éll the more important that you communicate conecth with any 
species. ineffecthe communication has been the cause of many wars, 
hat to mention countess failed relationships. 

KP: What's it like to be protecal droid thrust ime the meddle of bare? 
C-SPO; War is simply dreadful. | beliewe that if I'd been given half a 
Chance to present 4a peaceful solution, then much boodshed could 
have been avoided on several oocashons. My ability to communicate 
directions to my counterpart, Artoo-Deteo, has allowed both of us ta 
Acape mare than ome dangerous sipuation, 

KR: Actually, Artoo tokd my laptap that you did mathing but whine and 
complain during the Baile of Gearncsis. 

C-3PO: You'd do well mat te believe everything that onnss-wired nist 
bucket tells ow. é 

KR: Can droids not be trusted? 

C-3PO; The truth is that you can trust same more than others. 
Astramechs are more independent by nature. While this alaws them 
to work unsupervised and pesfarm menial tasks, they also tered to 
Tiraw oul suggestions when they are mod solicited. They will even 
occasionally contradict orders if they think they're in ihe right—auite 
annoying actually. 

KR: Yio just aise the words “narure™ ard “ehirk.” 

C-EPO: fly apologies, sir. Technically, | should have used the words 
“pragram” and “process.” My programming allows me to take certain 
fiberties to put beings such as you at ease. Asa protocol droid, I'm pre 
Gram Med to act natural, to a certain degree. 

KPa Sill, is there a mature to droids? Can you think, dream? Do you 
dream of electric shesks? 


C-2POu No, sir, I shut down and recharge, 

KRG So you're fin eo way alban. 

C-2F0; No, sir. fm a droid, albeit a droid that's been programmed to 
actas if fm alive, @ only for thee sake of basins | interact with, 


“KR: Have you ever found yourself acting so alive that you wonder 


what it would be like to be human? 

(C3 P Oh Are you asking, sir, whether Ihave a soul and wish independence? 
RS well its hired of a delicate iue to press, but yes. 

(PO: The only proper answer to your question ig. “lm nok pra- 
grammed for that.” | have emulators that can replicate any emotion, 
Ta desire emancipation is mot part of my programming. 

KRG Ane you programmed to desire anything elset 

C-2PO: Oh, yes, sir] desire te perfor any task that may be ached of 
me and toseree my owners as best as my programming alloys. 

KG Anakin Skyevaler néacsembled you from a collection of alder 
parts. F you were ta be taken apart ane put back together by a differ- 
ent percon, wauild that mew percon then be the maker? 

C-2PO: That would depend geaiy on how the new maker pro- 
grammed me. IF ing memary were nat wiped, then | suppese | would 
still chink af Master Anakin as the maker. 

HR: How is your relationship with Anakin Skywalker? 

C-3 Pt: The makers 3 wonderful human being, sir, 

RE De you find that meas, humans beat droids os lesser lifefcoams? 
©-2PO: | find that the majortty of beings treat draicts as objec, Pe 
learned to pay i me mind sir, My processors ane saved for more Impar: 
tant things, such as attending ta Mistress Padme's schedule, Bght 
houiehessing, and making sure a certain R2 unit stays out of traubhe, 
ROR: Whiart is your relationsbig with A202 like? 

(C30: For the most past, sir, | bolerabe him out of pity. Quine frembky, leant 
imagine how he’s managed to function all these years without me. 

BUR: What if he were te say the same thing abour your 

(-2 POs He might, sir. but you'd need me to translate foe you, It clearly 
chow: how Important it is that Fen aroun, 

KA: Do you feel that you and Atoo compete for your master’s approval? 
C-2 PO: doen't, sit, but! believe Artod does. I'm very much aware of my 
walue, but because of thelr ability to speak only Binary, Re unets tert bo 
behave like children—albways seeking approval from their parents, or 
masters im this case, 

BOR: Yet, for all your fussing, the tea of you stick together. 

-3POs i's poy bor in tite, sir, You can pick your counterparts, but you 
cant pick your masters. | came along with Master Aniki, just 25 Artec 
care with Mistress Padme, 

BR: So you're a kind of minced fanny? 

©-9PO: An excellent characterization, sir. Being conskhened a rreeriber 
of ihe Gamay is one of the highest compliments fora protocol droich 
It is my job ta make everyone feel at home, 


— BRE Would you characterize yourself as the older brother? 


©-3PO: | would prefer older, wiser statesmen, sir, 

KA: Ave there any words of wiedom that the statesmen would like to 
Paks along to cur rege ore? 

€-3PO: Draids and humans are notas differeng from ane anaher as 
you maght imagine. We all just want to find cur plaoe in this gala. 
Whether drald, human, ar other, we are all cogs ina machine of life, 
ane! ve all have fo work together to make the one great machine per- 
farm ta the best of its programming. 

KA; Thank you, Threepio. 

C-3PO: My pleasure, sir, Whi 





with Pablo Hidalgo, internet Content Provider far starwars.com 








In Episode |, there was a “Yoda-like” alien on 
the Jedi Council. Where did she go in Episode 
I? | also romomber a creature with # long 
skinny neck in the Council. Was lta Kamlnoan? 
The membershag of the Jedi Counc does fluctu- 
4te throughout the years. as some members are 
Permament and others rotate. The ten-year span 
between Episodes | and ll allowed Geerg= Lucas 
To add mew faces to the Council, ta add visual 
diversity and sugypest ihe passage of time. 

Shaak Ti replaced Yaddle, the “Yodalike* ahen 
you spotted, Yaddle’s fate will be revealed in | 
Book six of the Jedi Quest series from Scholastic, 

Yarael Poot was the lang-mecked Jedi four mis: 
taking Yarael fora Kaminoan is precisely De reason he was removed 
in Episode IL Lucas felt that Yarael’s superficial resemblance ta a 
Kamingan might be confusing, so 
he replaced Poof with the ecen- 
fubergqenerated Coleman Tretor. 

Farad, a Cuicrmian align, died 

pratecting Caruscant from am 
arecient ard powerful relic, the 
Indant of aa, as reweahend im the 
fan Wesel onéchot graphic 
Thet sent must be cursed. navel from Dark Horse Camis, 
In Return of fee Jedi, on the moon of Endor, Luke asked Leia 
whother sho romentiberd her “real” mother. She replies that 
the recalls only a little bit, feelings and such, |s Leia referring 
to Padme of te Bail Organa’s wife? 
The reference is iniieed to Radend, Leia's 
beolegi¢al mother. That Lela was adapted 
war presumably public knowledge in the 
| Stor Fors qalaxy—ar at least not a secret, 
Luke knew about it enough to qualify hls 
question with the ward “real,” As was wril- 
Ten in 1983, the vague memosies and feel 
ngs wore af Luke and Lea's biml mother, 
Thewgh why Luke hes no comesponding 
méemomes has yet to be newealed. Episode I will undoubtedly 
Shed more ight on Leia’s enigmatic recollectians and hopefully 
explain how Ball Organa came to adopt the little girl. 


Why did Jange agree to be cloned if his troops would end up 
fighting the Separatists? 
Jango |p neta political man. He couldn't care lest about Republic 
ve. Separatist debates. Like mast bounty hunters, he's driven by & 
dangeraus combination of greed and vengeance. Fett was pald 
handsomely forhis service, ard when Tetanus recruited him, he 
wat offered 2 chante to get back 
at the Jedi 

When Obi-ian asks Lange if he 
kiew Sifo-Oyas, thee Jed tho spe 
posedly ordered the clome army, 
Jango says he never heard af hin, 
According to the sereemplay, 
Jang is telling the iruih. Aa Taun 


Po TAR WARD LRSIDEE 














We elaborates to Ob- Wan, “Sifo-Dyas told ws. to 
empect Jango). And he showed up just wher 
your Jed Wlasber said he evduld, Wwe have kept the 
Jedi’s invalvement a scores wintll your areal, jist 
a6 Your Master requested.” 

So Fert didnt knew the clone 
aemry was to be uted by the Jedi. As 
shown in the oonmi: sevies, Aanga 
Fett: Open Seasons, Jango is hired by 
Tyran s, wh pnonises a charce bo 
even the score with the bedi for the 
death of Fecr’s fellow Mandalorian 
commandos years earller, 


Ithought | read inan effielal Lucasflen 
book that young Boba Fett tralned 
to be a Jedi. is that (rue? 

Unlikely, given that details of Fett’s 
youth were fairly quarded, OF, sure, 
there was that Jaster Mansel thing that 
appeared in Tover of the Bowniy 
Hinrers, but Jango's back-story helped 
pul (Rat all into perspective. Some 
rumors regarding Boba being a Jedi 
candidate surfaced when lt was 
AMM GAnened That a echt Gacy verdad ee 
playing him in Episode i. When Fam 9 
Of starwars com web-doruimentary ertithed “Bucket Head” had 
behind-the-scenes shots of Daniel Logan playing around witha 
Eghtsaher prop, Those cures ooty intensified. 


Why didn't Qui-Gon disappear in Episode | when he died? All 
the other edi did In the sarilar trilogy. 

Though you're correct when you say “all the other Jed” three 
deaths dont give usa statistical saenple big enough to conclude 
that ov Jedi vanish upon death. The prequel trilogy is teaching us 
that the whole vanishing theg 4 leamed discipline, and not an 
automatic response. Of the Jedi that were killed in the Geamosian 
aroha, hone vaniihed, Furhenrtané, in the novelization of Episode 
Il, oda is surprised and confused ta hear Guil-Gon’s voace return 
from beyond the grave, Episode Ill promises to hald more answers 
about this vanishing phenomenon, 


In Attack of the Clones, what happened to 
the crates and bower: next to Slave / after 
Jange and Obl-War start fighting? They're 
there at the beginning of the scene, but as 
BOR af he fighting start, they disappear. 
You're right, the two crates mysterigusly van- 
ih. While we can construct 2 
rearonable-souned ing in-tani- 
vere patch (8oeba activated 
The cargo hokl’s miniature - 
tractor beam while the crates were convene nly 
off-camera, perhaps), the bottom line is that 
FOUr Renn Gy ns Nave 5 Poche ev hal i oy ieimak- 
ing is Ria as a continuity enor. 



















where is that 
gqaw! bellhop: 
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Are Sebulba, Ark “Bumpy” Roose, and Batts Tyeredl in the 
diner or the Coruscant chase geene In Episode IIT In my 
Episode UW Visual Dictionary, you can clearly see their faces. 
Thon aren't the Podracens you see im Episode ll, thawgh their 
computer-generated models were used asa basis fora haredful cf 
new characters, During lhe speeder chaste, we see Obi-Wan nearly 
crash into an Alpena and a Qug, That's not Sebulba, bat rather a 
Dug named Seboca. The Alecna is 
Bagg Tyrell (agpareth ro relation 
to Aatts since the sumame Is spelled 
differenaly), She i alsa seen in the 
diner, along with tee Dugs named 
fednax and Manoca, and a Muknog 
fared Shyther Bushtom, Qyuiside 
the diner, there's an allen [it uses 
Podracer Ee Erdocoens body epee] 
named Ony Bobbisia. 


Always §, 3 
thre ore, 
ah,ooah, ah! 


How did Count Deoku attaln the “Count” 
title in his name? 

Book's tala is by Birthright Re is the coure of 
his home warkd of Serenma. He is also vory 
wealthy by Girth, though Jedi eschew such 
maberial possessions. Once Oooku latt the Jedi 
Order, though, he reduced his tile and wealth. 


in Returm of the Jedi, Boba Pett’s antenna seems to sawvlich 
sides partway through the movie, What's the deal? 
Filmmakers worry about scone dinection, oF continuity from shot 
to shor ltwe characters are having 4 conversation, and only ane 
Appears an screcn at a tines, it's stangand to haye ore face FIghk, 
and the other face left, $0 the audience understands they're intere 
acting. More often than you'd thik possi- 
: ble, one is in his trailer while the osher ls 
shooting 4 scene, 

Scream Giection doesn't anky apply ne 
- dialogue scenes. If a character & supposed 
to be reacting te samierhing off-screen ar 
moving ina scene, it’s impartant he's facing 
the right direction. For all (he pre-planinirig 
that goes into a mowie, invariably e's dis 
covered thal you have & perfect shot— 
except that Boba's facing left when he 
should be facing reght. 

One of the oldest tricks iin the editor's arsenal 5 flapping the film 
rare Rorizontally. This solves the screen-direction dilemma, but 
shaepeayad viewers land few have sharper eyes ian a Star Ware 
fan) often spot this cheat. Especially peoolematic bs that almost 





fone of the character designs in Star Mors are symmetrical, Wher 
the image ii reversed, there's alway a tell-tale che: Threepio's sib 
wer leg or restraining bolt, stormtranper lninepads, Artoo's panels, 
The fold in Luke's tune, or Harrison Ford's scar, for example. 
Here's some flapped imagery to watch out for: 
"R2-D? Being unloaded from a frarsport 
tooeder iin the Yavin base, 


I'm bockword! 
A) 


“The comlinks on the Rebel pilot helmets 
during the Death Star bare, 

“The rank badges on the Imperial officers 
af the end of The Enopire Series Sock. 

tLanda’s holster and rank badge as he 
a3 goodbye toa Hanin Beturn of the Sede 

“Obi: VWan's Padawan brakd on Tatooine as Que-Gen delivers the 
hyperdriwe generator 


a 


= 
7 | 
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Arica 
(Moro bode) 





Where if Mara Jade in Return of the dedi? I'we been trying to 
find her for some time. 
a matter how thoroughly you camb thrawgh the background 
exbras of Jabba's palace, you eeon't find the future Airs. Skywalker. 
Logically, you can't find a character iraredwced in 1991 in a 1993 
movie, Moreover, you weod'l find anyone that has been reiroac- 
tively renameed felara Jado, 

When Bark Hore Comics published Mara 
Hand, thay established what exacth Mara was wearing in her 


0 Oy the Emperor's 


quise as Anca, the dancing girl. There bo one In the film wearing 
SCR a UL 50 were lel bo atsuere cha Arica is just off-camera. 
Decipher crafted a real-life version of the skimpy blue out, that 
model Shannon Bakes wore for the Sor Mors 005, giving us an 
idea of what Mara would hawe lomtoed lie in those scenes, 

Mara fan that have painetakingly freeze-framed all the palace 
footage have found a rumiber of hopeful centenders: the redheaded 
dancing girl that flirts wath Boba Fett, far instance. Thag’s Aystall, 
There's algo a wearmian with short dark hair, red jumpsuit, and white 
belt. That's Laudica. There's a scantily clad oil with platinum bende 
halr, Bare midnf, and fintatous eve on Bib Fortunes Her name Is Jess. 

Further Propagating the motion thar Mara jist might be visible 
in the movie is ber inclusion in the National Public Radio drama: 
zathon of Fenn af the Jedi She's chatting with C-JP0 ina scene. 
Mary fans mistakenhy belie that the Jed! radio drama is the same 
vintage as the previgud Sdaptations of the classic films. it's mot—tt 
came out in 1596, several years alter Maras irmrodiucnion. 


OUFESTIONS? 
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On a life and death mission, 





Victory has been claimed at the Battle of Endor. 
But the Empire's threat continues. 

Now the desert world Tatooine will be the next 
battleground, as Han Solo, Leia Organa Solo, 
Chewbacca, and C-3P0 confront enemies 

on all sides...and revelations that will shape 
their destiny. From the bestselling author 

of Star Wars: The New Jedi Order: Star by Star. 


On sale in Hardcover March 4 





The official novel based on 

The hit mavig—and featuring 

a d2-page bonus insert: the 
original Battle of Geonosis 
movie storyboards, available 

for the first tame anywhere! 
PLOUS—a sample chapter 

from the brand-new Mace Windu 


adventure STARA WARS: 
— re i SHATTERPOINT, the first of 
DEL 4 Division of Ballantine Books i= six Clone Ware nevele! 
=¥ woww. delreydigital.com * www.starwars.com [TT 


On sale in Paperback April 1 
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